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Lastüuer 





by Paul Clipper 


Separation Anxiety 





Sold one of my 

bikes the other 
day, and | feel like 
| sold an old 
friend down the 
river. It was my 
} Husaberg 400. It 
Ду, sat іп the garage 
і al summer, with 

& nobody so much 

as kicking it over, 
and | have a 
standing rule: if it doesn't get ridden in six 
months, it goes out the door. It doesn't 
matter what kind of attachment | might 
have to the machine in question, I'm not 
running a museum here. Having a good 
bike and not riding it is a crime, and I fig- 
ure somebody else might as well ride it. 

It's tough to stay attached to one bike 
here at Trail Rider. We've got a small but 
somewhat constant stream of test bikes 
flowing through, and they all have to be 
ridden. Should be the life, right? Well, let 
me ask you what you'd rather ride—your 
all set up, tricked out, broken in, fits-like- 
a-glove dirt bike or some stock bike 
you've never seen before? Sure, if your old 
bike is beat you might like the new bike, 
but you have to go through the whole sus- 
pension setup drill just to be sure you're 
not going to injure yourself on the first ride. 
Then the jetting has to be attended to, 
maybe the bars cut down, and certainly 
you want handguards installed. Usually by 
the time we're finished setting up a test 
bike it's nearly time to give it back, and Old 
Faithful over in the corner has spiders liv- 
ing in its exhaust pipe. 

Case in point: Mark Uth has a '93 KTM 
that refuses to be outdone by any bike 
that comes along. We can set up any test 
bike, ride it until we feel it works great, and 
then sit back smug and happy with the 
new bike. Until he rolls the '93 out and 
fires it up. There's something about this 
bike...old and loose though it might be, 
both of us can go faster on the '93 than 
just about every test bike we've had here 
in the past three years. Why? Because the 
bike is set up nuts-on. 

Thats the way this Husaberg is, only 
more so. This bike was set up spot-on, but 
also at the heart of it was the most excit- 
ing four-stroke engine l've ever messed 
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with. When | first started riding this bike, | 
used to have dreams about it, and that's 
pretty weird for a jaded old hack like 
myself. It was doubly odd because most 
everyone else | knew with a Husaberg had 
a kick-start bike, and apparently they are 
very different animals from electric-start 
machines like mine. The kick-start 'Bergs, 
even the tiny 350, are fierce, abruptly 
powerful things that vibrate and throb and 
demand all sorts of strength and attention 
from the rider. The electric-start bikes have 
a counterbalancer in the engine, giving 
them a ton of extra flywheel effect which 
smoothes out all the vibes. 

| wasn't alone in liking this bike. My 
friend Jinxberry had just finished setting 
up his 620 KTM when I let him ride the 
Husaberg, and though he loved that 620, 
as soon as he shut the 'Berg off he told 
me he'd buy it on the spot. Other riders 
tried it as well, and to a man, none of them 
came back less than starry-eyed. This is a 
magic bike—l don't know why, or how, 
but it is. 

There have been other bikes that have 
spent good time in the ТВ garage and left 
reluctantly. | had an '86 Husky one time 
that was incredibly easy to get along with. 
It would run no matter 


laughed and said | was insane. І said no, | 
wanted it soft, to work well in rocks, in 
New England. They said "Well, what's it 
like where you ride?" | told them to imag- 
ine a big stone and wood building. Knock 
it down with a wrecking ball, then ride over 
the rubble pile. 

That's what they said they valved that 
bike for. All | know is | got it back and it 
was the most wonderful rock bike | had 
ever ridden. It wouldn't deflect and hop 
around no matter what you rode it over, 
and the close-ratio transmission meant 
that every gear was the right gear in the 
woods. What a sweet bike. The heart- 
breaking thing was that | sold it to a kid 
who wanted a pit-riding MXer, and to him 
the suspension was too soft, so he had it 
completely changed back into a pogo 
Stick. Ah well... 

Thats not going to happen to the 
Husaberg. The guy | sold it to wanted the 
ultimate dual sport bike, and with the full 
wiring harness and electrical system he'll 
be able to do it. It's still going to be like 
using Secretariat for a pony-ride conces- 
Sion, but hey, it's his bike now. 

Of course lve got another bike l'm 
spending time on, and it’s pretty cool. | 

went back to a two-stroke 





what. | had parts rattle 
off that bike and 
replaced with parts from 
different bikes and the 
Husky never cared. | 
would ride it and have a 
great day, then find out 
all the suspension bear- 
ings were rusted out and 
frozen. а replace them 
and the bike would feel 
even better. E 
Itwas quite a bike, but rubble pile. 
it was topped by the 
next one; | think it was a '92 KTM 250 MX. 
Whatever the model and year might have 
been, the bike was a KTM 250 with a 
close-ratio transmission. | remember 
when | first got it, the bike was absolutely 
evil handling on New England trails. It did 
not like rocks at all; it would hop right off 
the trail to get away from them. | sent the 
suspension components from that bike off 
to White Brothers for revalving, and | told 
them to valve it for trials riding. They 


They said "Well, what's 
it like where you ride?" 
| told them to imagine 
a big stone and wood 
building. Knock it down 
with a wrecking ball, 
then ride over the 


this time—a really light two- 
stroke—and l'm enjoying 
buzzing around on some- 
thing 50 pounds lighter than 
the Husaberg. l've got a 
220-pound buzzbomb, with 
narrow little handlebars, a 
legal registration, and it too 
is a ton of fun. It can go up 
anything in its way, and, 
unlike a big four stroke, 
when it gets really tough | 
can pick this bugger up and 
run with it. There's a lot to 
be said for low weight. 

Still, | Know every now and then I’m 
going to daydream back to the Mohawk 
enduro. Grinding up those impossible hills 
on the "Вега, with Tom Farley yelling “How 
the hell can you do that?" Or ripping it 
down easy singletrack at the Al Eames 
Memorial, throwing a roost out the back 
like a dirt contrail. It was a heck of a bike, 
and the garage just isn't going to be the 
same without it. Il 
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Don't Throw Out 
That Magazine! 

The АМА Motorcycle Heritage 
Museum in Westerville, Ohio, 
recently received more than 4,900 
issues of British motorcycle maga- 
zines spanning the decades from 
the 1900s to the 1960s, through a 
gracious donation by Ted Pratt of 
Marion, Massachusetts. The 4,900- 
issue, 2,000-pound collection of 
The Motor Cycle and Motor 
Cycling magazines are all in good 
to excellent condition. Many years 
of the collection are complete and 
preserved in the original publisher's 
leather binding. Both magazines 
were weekly publications, with 
some issues as early as 1903. 

"The magazines are such an 
excellent reference source, and 
since they weren't doing any good 
sitting in my basement, | figured 
the Motorcycle Heritage Museum 
would be an ideal place for them," 
said Pratt. 

The museum plans to stabilize 
the paper in the 95-year-old mag- 
azines, catalog the collection and, 
in the future, make it available to 
researchers and historians. Pratt, a 
former racer who once owned Pratt 
Vintage Motorcycle Company in 
London, has generously offered to 
help fund the conservation, cata- 
loging and storage of the collection. 

While the collection is nearly 
complete, there are some duplicate 
and missing issues. Museums and 
individual collectors are encouraged 
to contact the Motorcycle Heritage 
Museum regarding possible trades 
to help complete the collection. 
For more information on the 
recent acquisition, or about 
donating materials to the muse- 
um, contact Motorcycle Heritage 
Museum Director Aaron Fitch at 
(614)891-2425, or e-mail him at 
afitch@ama-cycle.org. 

Two thousand pounds of maga- 
zines is quite a haul, and it embar- 
rasses us to admit that we don't 
even have a complete collection of 
TRs from the beginning. We have 
no excuse. If you have a complete 
collection, hold onto it. They might 
make space in the Motorcycle 
Heritage Museum some day. 
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27 ааа 
Most Unique 
If you live to own motorcycles everyone 
will stop and stare at, we just received а 
photo of your new bike. The Praga ED250 | | 


is a new machine based on the tough-as- 
a-brick ISDT Jawa 250 engine, with a host 
of new modern parts wrapped around it. 
Marzocchi and WP suspension, Talon 
hubs, Akront rims and Brembo brakes. We 
saw one of these machines at the 
Indianapolis dealer show last year and it 
pretty much impressed us. The ED250 will 
be available soon, we’re told, and next 


1Р4 
р 


610сс four-stroke models of the Praga. 
Dare to be different, and contact 
Motorrad North America at (904)676-1056 
for more information, or look them up 
online at www.motorradna.com. 


there are plans to import 400cc and l 
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We Love Masters 


We received a note from ECEA competitor Bob 
Hoover last month, dragging us over the coals for 
leaving the Masters class out of the results for the 
Crossforks and Canyon enduros. Looking over the 
various reasons this could happen we came up with 
only one excuse: we published what we were given. 
Only a few of the motorcycle clubs in this world are 
perfect—they know who they are—and the rest of 
them have us at their mercy. If a class or two gets 
dropped off a results list, we wouldn't usually 
notice. Sometimes there are no competitors pre- 
sent in a class and nothing is awarded for that 
class, but usually someone in the club drops a class 
off the list and we don't see it. In the future we 
promise we'll look out for this sort of thing more 
carefully, but at the same time we make an appeal 
to all sponsoring clubs out there to please be as 
conscientious as possible with your results. They 
mean a lot to everyone who paid an entry fee. 


CARB Softens 
Two-Stroke Ban 

The American Motorcycle 
Association (AMA) reports that, 
two years after banning many 
off-highway motorcycles from 
use on public land in the state, 
Officials with the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) are 
about to take one step back 
from that position. 

On October 13, CARB officials 
announced that they will amend 
a controversial set of emissions 
regulations that have effectively 
prevented the registration of all 
two-stroke motorcycles and 
ATVs for recreational use on 
public lands. Those vehicles will 
become legal for use in various 
riding areas again, but only dur- 
ing times of the year when good 
air quality is expected. 

Negotiations between CARB 
and the AMA have resulted in a 
compromise that maintains the 
existing emissions standards, 
but provides two important 
exceptions. The first allows non- 
complying motorcycles to be 
used in competitive activities like 
enduros and desert races. The 
second allows the registration of 
non-complying motorcycles for 
non-competitive use according 
to a seasonal/regional plan. 

That plan would open up sev- 
eral riding areas in Northern 
California for extended periods of 
time, most affected areas would 
be open for riding from late fall to 
Spring. However, riding opportu- 
nities іп Southern California, 
where overall air-pollution prob- 
lems are more serious, will still be 
significantly curtailed. 

CARB is expected to make its 
final decision on this issue at a 
meeting scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 
December 10 in Sacramento. In 
the meantime, the two sets of 
standards are open to public 
comment. Motorcyclists who 
would like to state their opinions 
about the CARB proposal can 
send their comments to the 
California Air Resources Board, 
2020 L Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814. 


TRAIL RIDER/JANUARY 1999 7 


Localiiews 





Doug Blackwell 
Wins National H.S 


Doug Blackwell of Parkersburg, West 

Virginia, clinched the 1998 AMA National Hare 
Scrambles Series overall title on October 4 in 
Lynnville, Indiana. Blackwell's Indiana win, his 
fifth in the series, ensured him the championship 
title with one race remaining in the series. “This 
year is clearly the best one l've ever had,” said 
Blackwell, “and lve raced more than ever 
before.” Blackwell came back from a severe wrist 
injury early in the season that plagued him all year 
long, taking him out of the running for the AMA 
National Enduro championship, where he was an 
early points contender. 

“| realized never letting my wrist heal properly 
was only going to hurt me in the long run,” said the 
Yamaha rider, “so | decided to sit out three 
weeks.” The healing time paid off as Blackwell 
won the next three of four events. “There is a fine 
line between riding enough to be successful and 
riding too much and not staying healthy, which is 
what happened when | hurt my wrist.” 

With his first AMA National Championship in the 
bag and his excellent scores in the enduros early last 
year, one wonders if Blackwell will attack the enduro 
series again in 1999. As of this writing it's too soon 
kickstartor for each of thease to tel, as Blackwell was without a contract but 

actively talking to Yamaha. Whatever bike he’s riding, 


bikes, so its button or nothin’, Я 
which is as it should be. How do they work? \ look for the National Hare Scrambles Champ to do 
7 some roosting in whatever race he enters. 


We'll let you know when we try them. i4 > 


Тһе Best Т" de radical Machine-Age Majestic 350 from France, to the 
* mE ' modern Aprilia Moto 6.5, you get slapped in the face 
of 1998 У | with the reality of the situation: Good Lord! The things 


we ride every weekend really are art, 

Without a doubt, one of the coolest aren't they? 
things to do last year was to make the Of course, the 
trek to New York City and the exhibit was mostly 
Guggenheim Museum, for the once-in- Street bikes; but 
a-lifetime exhibit “The Art of the that’s alright. 
Motorcycle.” Running from If you were 
June 26 through Sep- there and made 
tember 20, the exhibit 


it up to the spiral 
celebrated just what top of the museum, 
the name implies, 


you know what we 
the art that is a 


mean (left). If you 
motorcycle. We all 


missed it, though, 
hear stories of guys you may be in luck. 
who have their 


The museum now 
1974 Husky in their refers to the exhibit as 
living room, and we 


"traveling," so it's pos- 
know deep inside that sible that it may appear 
a motorcycle possesses 


New Yamaha 


Thumpers 

The spin started by the Yamaha 
Ү2400Ғ continues. We received 
notice this month that Yamaha is 
releasing two new four strokes this 
year, a TTR250 and TTR225. Both are 
electric-start four stroke dirt bikes, 
aimed at different audiences. The 
TTR250 sounds like something we 
want to get ahold of right away. 
Said to consist of a motocross- 
style chassis, like the YZ and 
WR400F, the TTR250 is topped off 
with 11.2-inch suspension, disc 
brakes and trip meter in a pack- 
age that looks identical to the 
WR400F. The big difference: the 
TTR250 and the TTR225 are air- 
cooled. Could this be Yamaha's 
long-awaited competition for the 
XR250? We think so. 

The TTR225 is a smaller bike, 
the bigger brother of the PW50, 
PWSO and RT100. It looks like a 
great beginner's bike, once 
again with electric start to 
make life even easier for the 
novice rider. One thing we've 
noticed is a complete lack of 







































at a museum near you. 


а beauty beyond the intended use and function of the machine. We hope so. If not, you can get at least a glimpse of the machines 
We know that; but when you put together more than 100 and a bit of the feeling of the show by hitting the Internet and log- 
machines of various ages and functions, from the first mostly ging onto the museum's web site at www.guggenheim.org/motor- 


wooden, steam-powered machines from the late 1800s, to the — cycle.html. 
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Fun New 
Catalogs 


Whitehorse 
w| Press 
459» |1 you're looking for a 
neat place to spend all that 
Christmas money, what you need is one of the 
new catalogs from Whitehorse Press. 
Whitehorse used to be a catalog retailer of 
books concerning mctorcycling; now it has 
expanded the catalog to include books, videos, 
specialty tools and soft goods. You can get a 
copy and see what we mean by calling 
(800)531-1133 or see the Whitehorse web site 
at www.whitehorsepress.com. 


E-Line Parts 

The hottest parts on the East 
Coast are the new carbon-fiber 
parts from СНЕ Imports/E-Line | 
Accessories. E-Line makes 
guards for a lot more than just 
Honda СН, did you know 
that? They have pipe guards, 
skid plates, clutch covers and 
more for Yamaha, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki, KTM and Honda, all 
guaranteed to make your bike look trick while 
protecting the finish. Find out more by calling the 
company at (508)295-0812, or check out its 
web site at www.elineaccessories.com. 


New 1999 Gear 


The Moose is loose for 1999! We just received a 
few mini catalogs for this new year, with all the 
hot riding gear, hard parts and accessories it 
offers. In the few short years Moose has been 
part of the Parts Unlimited empire, it has put 
together an impressive collection of stuff, all 
geared toward the off-roader and trail rider, 
which is what we like. Motocrossers are wel- 
come too, but you'll find all kinds of neat trail 
riding gear in this catalog. Get one by stop- 
ping by your Moose Offroad dealer, or look 
them up online at www.mooseoffroad.com. 





Delaware on an XR 





















Localiicws 







Trail Patrol 
Mike Stone, Vice President of NETRA, reported taking a ride last September 
with representatives from the AMA, who wanted to get a first-hand feel for 
the trail riding situation in Massachusetts. American Motorcyclist editor Bill 
Wood and senior editor Grant Parsons joined Mike and Steve Zdon of the 
Greylock Riders for a tour of Western Massachusetts’ best riding. During a 
lengthy breakfast the AMA officials were briefed on the current status of 
trail riding in Massachusetts, including trail crew work being performed by 
the clubs, meetings with the Department of Environmental Management and 
plenty more. After that, they took a nine-hour ride through 76 miles of trails 
in Beartown State Forest, Tolland State Forest and scenic roads in between. 
Prior to this ride, Wood and Parsons joined Kevin Hines on the other side of 
the state for a tour through Freetown State Forest. Everybody had fun, and 
the NETRA folks should look forward to an article on the Massachusetts ride 
in the February issue of American Motorcyclist. 


Hoess Doubles ECEA 


Few people have bolted out at the beginning of a season with the intensity of 
Fred Hoess, veteran of many Six Days tours and 1997’s ECEA Grand 
Champion. His intention this year was to defend his ECEA championship at all 
costs, and with 20 events on the calendar he had a massive job in front of him. It 
was obvious from the beginning that Hoess’ main competition was going to 
come from the Lafferty family, and it was soon apparent that Richard Lafferty was 

going to be the one to defend the family name. It was a tough war for both of 
them, and though Lafferty and Hoess traded wins in the beginning of the season, 
it soon became apparent that no one was going to be able to challenge Fred on 
his own terms. If anything, he stepped up to the line and just went faster at every 
event, pretty much humbling everyone else in the process. 

While the enduro war was raging, there were also nine ECEA hare scrambles on 
the off weekends. Rather than taking a holiday, the same players simply switched dis- 
ciplines on the off weekends. Honestly, we didn’t think Hoess was all that interested in 
the hare scrambles series, but after a couple of significant wins, he locked his eyes on 
another brass ring. The last two Sundays in October were very busy for Hoess and all 
his competitors, but on October 18th he overcame a first turn crash and dogged 

national enduro champ Mike Lafferty into the finish, collecting just 
enough points to lock up the hare scrambles overall victory with 
one event remaining. The next weekend was the annual 

Delaware enduro, this year not a national but still a long, grueling 

event. Hoess went into it needing only a handful of points and 

did just what he needed, finishing third overall and locking up his 
repeat championship. 

So for the first time ever, the ECEA has a dual champion. They 
popped the cork at Delaware, and Fred thanked his sponsors, 
including Bromley Suzuki, Answer, WER, Acerbis, Arai, Scott and 
Michelin, and certainly his pit crew of Milt Catts and Doug Benson. 
And of course it would all be for naught without the help and sup- 
port of his life-partner Noelle Holl. Congratulations, Fred! 





Speaking of Delaware, the annual romp through the phragmitis reeds was not a national this year, falling too close to 
the Australian ISDE to win a sanction. There wasn’t the usual number of national enduro luminaries in attendance this 
year, but one significant attendee was Chris Smith, getting in one more long ride before leaving for the six days. He 
had himself a new XR250 to ride, and Delaware must have appealed to him, because when the dust settled he found 
himself with the Grand Champion crown, beating the whole field with 12 points on his card. “It was really a big deal 
for me,” he told us. “My dad won that event, Drew won the event, so it's really cool that I did it, too.” Following Smith 
into the finish were Rich Lafferty (KTM), Fred Hoess (Suz), Mark Spence (Hon) and Kevin Bennett (Hon). Look for a 
story on the Delaware enduro in the next issue of Trail Rider. Ш 
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fierce love-hate battle is going on among most of the 
Yamaha YZ400 owners out there. Spurred by the 
outstanding success of motocrosser (and Connecticut 
resident) Doug Henry, sales of the YZ400 thumper have 
been brisk. There are scores of purple-blue YZs at the 
local motocross races, a fact made amazing by the 
knowledge that four-stroke motocross was nothing more 
than an oddity little more than a year ago. Sales of all sorts 
of four-stroke motocrossers have mushroomed to provide 
competition, and the whole thumper business seems to 
be set for phenomenal growth in the next few years. 
Spinning off from this is a fairly healthy society of off- 
road conversion enthusiasts; these people immediately 
saw the YZ400 as a viable and potent off-road racer, be it 
enduro or hare scrambles, and set about trying to tame 
the bike for the woods. Many have found that the YZ 


actually doesn't need a whole lot of taming, other than 
some heavier flywheel weight and, under the pilotage of 
fairly aggressive and strong riders, the supposed 
motocross-only YZ has been winning classes in enduros 
and hare scrambles easily. 

However, there is one indisputable fly in this ointment of 
success: tame it all you want, but the YZ400 remains a 
fierce, unforgiving steed when you take it into the deep 
woods. Put the bike into the hands of a novice rider, or a 
pure-bred two stroke racer who switched camps out of 
curiosity, and you can create some fairly miserable four- 
stroke owners. Talk to any motocrosser out there and 
you'll soon hear stories of YZ400 pilots spending all of 
practice trying to start their bikes, or the better part of a 
moto kicking their guts out. Among the woods riders, look 
for the guys who are thoroughly spanked, with chips of 
bark all over their riding gear from wheelying into trees all 
day. Then again, you might find them kicking along the 


ЧО» 





| 221202 BUILDING А MEANER WR З 


Kevin Hines is arguably the most active 
YZ400 rider in the woods. He's been racing 
one all year in various NETRA events and 
he's currently leading the NETRA enduro 
series. Hines has tried the WR and will read- 
ily admit that it's a little too tame for a for- 
mer national enduro champion, so he 
prefers to campaign a modified YZ. We 
asked him what he does to the YZ to make 
it more woods-worthy and he handed over 
his magic list of mods. 

Hines uses the E-Line lighting coil on his 
YZ—since he's the manufacturer it 
makes perfect sense. For the exhaust he 
uses an FMF Mega Max when he has to 





be quiet and a special European YZ silencer when loud isn't an issue. 
He's not a gentle rider, so he runs a super-heavy duty Hinson outer 
clutch basket and a hard-anodized inner clutch basket along with 


Yamaha clutch plates. 


The suspension on his bike is modified by Factory Connection, and 
he's changed the spring rates to make the bike a little more supple in 
the woods. The forks are revalved and used with the stock springs, and 
for a rear shock spring Hines uses a 5.2 spring, where the stocker is a 


trail as well. 

Get enough people dissatisfied with 
their Ү2400, and many who might be 
interested start looking for something else. 
Anticipating this, Yamaha made sure they 
had a viable alternative of the same color 
for sale; for those wanting something 
milder for the woods and trail, the 
WRAOOF was almost immediately avail- 
able. We picked up a WR4OOF for a test in 
August of last year and since then have 
been checking out how Yamaha's "mel- 
lower YZ" fits into the overall scheme of 
things. 


Square Pegs 

The first thing we learned is that effec- 
tively pigeon-holing the WR400F means 
forgetting all about the YZ. The WR is 
completely different in function from its 
more gnarly cousin. If you have been 
laboring over the choice between a Honda 
XR400 or 250, or a Kawasaki KLX300 or 
Suzuki DR350, go right ahead and put the 
WRA4OOF into your list of choices. The WR 
is mellow. It is not a fierce, gut-wrenching 
racer like the YZ. Chances are you'll thor- 
oughly enjoy trail riding the WR. 

However, if you look to the WR as 
something like a slightly tamed version of 
the YZ, don't even consider it. The WR is 
as much like the YZ as Doug Henry's 
works bike is (and don't even believe that 
Henry's bike is somewhat stock). The WR 
is heavier, with a different suspension and 
a much different chassis, chock-full of all 
the little doodads common to a Japanese 
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It took a lot of playing and a few parts, but Kevin Hines' 
Ү2400 is an efficient—if unforgiving — enduro bike. 


5.4. Naturally, the shock is revalved as 
well. For a seat he's using a '97-99 
YZ250 seat foam very much modified to 
fit the YZ seat base—he was careful to 
point out that the YZ250 seat foam 
won't fit the bike at all without major re- 
shaping, so don't expect a bolt-on fit. He 
wraps the foam with a Tecnosel cover. 
The rest of the parts he uses include: 
FUEL TANK: IMS 3.4 gallon 

FRONT BRAKES: Braking 260mm Over- 
sized Rotor Kit, Honda CR front brake 
hose (shorter, better braking power) 
CHAIN: Regina GPONV 

PROTECTION: E-Line Carbon/Kevlar skid 


plate, chain guide and frame guards. 
HAND GUARDS: Enduro Engineering 
TRIPLE CLAMPS: Applied Racing top clamp with Pro-Taper mounts 


HANDLEBARS: Answer Pro-Taper Doug Henry bend 


trail bike. Honestly, if you want a racer 
more than anything else, slowing down the 
YZ is the way to go. But, if you want a trail 
bike, you can start looking a little closer at 
the WR. 

The major engine difference in the WR 
comes from a lighting coil ignition, cam 
timing that is a few degrees changed from 
what you'll find on the YZ, a wider tank 
and a different seat, a different carburetor 
and a quieter, more restrictive exhaust 
System. 

The lighting coil ignition is welcome, and 
almost what you'd expect: 65 watts of 
lighting output, a different advance curve 
in the spark and just a little more flywheel 
weight. When we say "almost," flywheel 
weight is what we're talking about. We 
expected maybe a pound or so more 
weight, over the YZ, but instead the WR 
boasts only ounces of additional meat. 
This can be a problem, and we'll talk 
about it more later. 

Retarding the cam timing is the way the 
Yamaha engineers chose to take some of 
the edge out of the powerband. We've 
heard for months that all one needs to do is 
pop the cam gear off and change it a tooth 
in one direction or another and the WR 
becomes a YZ. Now Kevin Hines, who has 
been racing a Ү2400 all year, tells us this 
isn't true. You can change it, but according 
to Hines the bike doesn't run right after- 
wards. Apparently, the WR cam is different 
as well, and possibly installing the YZ cam 
would give you what you want. ..of course, 
if you wanted it you'd buy a YZ, so we'd 


STEERING DAMPER: W.E.R. with weld-on mount 
FOOT PEGS: Works Connection Titanium 
CLUTCH PERCH: Works Connection Quick-Adjust 
PLASTIC PARTS: Acerbis 


recommend saving your warranty protec- 
tion and leaving it alone. 

The WR carb is slightly different from the 
YZ carb, though it does retain the electrical 
throttle-slide position sensor connected to 
the ignition. The really odd thing about this 
carb is that it has a throttle stop on it, 
stock, that limits the carb to half-throttle at 
maximum twist. Somehow, this is a legiti- 
mate way of meeting noise emission 
requirements, and savvy WR owners 
everywhere know to replace the stop with 
a shorter one from a YZ, or simply cut the 
Stock one down. In the neighborhood of 
the carb is a hot-start button, a way to 
bleed a metered amount of fresh air into 
the intake when you stall and have to re- 
start. It's a good idea, and most times it 
works really well. 

The WR exhaust is typically trail-bikey. It 
has a very effective muffler with a remov- 
able insert in the tailpipe. Leave the insert in 
and the WR is pleasingly quiet; take it out 
and the WR is too loud, plain and simple. 
We would be the first to preach at you to 
leave the insert in, for the sake of a quieter 
bike, but unfortunately the WR starts eas- 
ier without it. Because of this we're going 
to recommend that you replace it with an 
insert from Thumper Racing or White 
Brothers, which will make the bike margin- 
aly louder but reduce back pressure 
enough to make the WR a lot easier to 
start. The cool part about these inserts is 
that the exhaust flow and noise is turned 
down toward the ground and, even 
though the bike is a little louder, it's not so 


bad since you're not shooting the noise 
right at everyone's ears. 

The rest of the WR is fairly straight- 
forward. Steel handlebars with good con- 
trols. A manual compression release to help 
in finding TDC. Good, wide footpegs and a 
fairly wide, fairly soft seat. There's also а 
nice-sized 3-gallon fuel tank that we don't 
find obtrusive at all, but fans of the 
motocrosser might whine that it's too fat. 
Hey, like we always tell you, that inch-wider 
tank looks pretty good when you're pushing 
your MX-tanked model out of the woods. 


Motive Power 

We spent most of our time riding the 
WR with the exhaust insert in, and without 
modifying anything else, just to get an 
impression of the stock power. In this con- 
figuration, the WR is not a bad ride. It has 
power similar to an XR400, meaning to 
say it's a good, solid pull from the bottom 
without being overly torquey, still strong in 
the midrange and the ability to rev out 
somewhat, although high RPM isn't 
where the engine likes to be. It has very 
useful power —unintimidating, easy to get 
along with, fun to ride and the minimum 
you need for a 400cc thumper. 

The trouble we had with the WR, regard- 
less of how we had the engine and exhaust 
Set up, was that lack of flywheel weight. 
Like we said, the WR can boast of a few 
more ounces of flywheel than the YZ, and 
that's all. It needs more. The WR doesn't 
stall all the time, but it can be devilishly hard 
to predict when it will stall, and if you're 
not very careful of what you're doing, it will 
pop and die on a second's notice, forcing 
you to flip that lever out and prove to 
everyone that you know how to start a 
four-stroke. If the bike had a much heav- 
ier flywheel it would be more difficult to 
shut it off accidentally, reducing your kick- 
ing time and increasing your riding time. 

If you can't get used to the light fly- 
wheel, thankfully there are alternatives. 
Heavier flywheel treatments for the WR 
and YZ are available from A-Loop Offroad, 
White Brothers and many other four stroke 
performance outlets. Hines insists that we 
plug his E-Line lighting coil for the YZ 
here. You can bolt it onto the WR without 
removing anything else, thus adding 200 
watts of lighting power to the stock 65 
watts, along with 12 ounces of flywheel 
weight. That would be almost enough 
electrical power to weld with. 


Chassis Happenings 
The stock suspension on the WR repre- 
sents a fairly good compromise. The initial 
part of the suspension travel—at both 
ends—is soft and cushy, so at trail riding 
(Continued on Page 63) 
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Power output is quite good, but the WR starts easier with the silencer uncorked, which 
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makes it much louder. Please do your best to ride quietly. 
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Fork guards and attention to detail are 
excellent on the front end, and the forks 
work well unless you're in really nasty rocks. 
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The rear suspension seems very good for 
trail riding right out of the box. 








The WR's throttle stop pin is conveniently replaceable with a YZ pin, or you can cut it 


down to allow the throttle to open all the way. 
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V Smith, AR 10/4/98 
| en | first started riding dirt bikes, lo those many years 
W: ago, | wound up with a different set of heroes than most. 
Sure, | went to a lot of motocross races to spectate back 
in / days of the Trans USA and the Trans AMA. | saw апа mar- 
veled at Roger DeCoster in his heyday, Ake Jonsson, Pierre 
Karsmakers, Jim Ротегоу, Brad Lackey...the list can go оп and 
on. It was a thrill to watch these ironmen take control of Unadilla 
and Zoar and Carlsbad, but there was something else that really 

got my blood stirring. 

My earliest recollections were of a two-day ISDT Qualifier held in 








Indy.o ой the ATK 250: Ў 
rocketship and 
‘Spanked. everyone 
` (Lert): Paul:Grant Pilots: 
a beautiful old Husky — 
on the grass track spe~’ 
cial test. 





my home:state of South Jersey (very different from North Jersey, 
which should be a separate country). | remember standing out-in 
the freezing woods, because for some reason the event was in 
February or something, and watching guys blaze by at speeds Га 
never witnessed on my home trails, trying to qualify for an interna- 
tional event that, in my mind, turned every other type of competi- 
tion pale. The International Six Day Trials was an event Га first 
heard of from a movie called On Any Sunday, and here | was in my 
own woods, watching the heroes of the day at work. 

The most famous of the time was the Penton team, out from 
Lorain, Ohio. Jack Penton, Jeff Penton, Tom Penton, Carl Cranke, 









named Dick Burleson. Billy Uhl, Ron Bohn, Ed Schmidt; 
the list went on. They were all here— we would have never expect- 
ed Malcolm Smith —and from here they would-go off to Europe, 
possibly behind the Iron Curtain, and ride an event we—at least |— 
would give my eye teeth to ride some day. An impossible dream, 
certainly, but a nice dream nonetheless. 

Years go by, life goes on. | became a middling fair enduro rider 
and an ISDT fan, the Qualifier in New Jersey was so miserable that 
we never had another one. | watched for news of the Six Days in 
the old original Dirt Rider and Cycle magazines like other guys 


Starting line of the final motocross. 
Nostalgic? Don’t ask! 


Years went by, and | actually did go to. the Six Days as a jour- . 
nalist. Since then I’ve been back to the event many times, and | 
went to Australia for the 1998 event, but you know, as good as it 
is, it isn't the same as my dream in the old days. Now, I'm older and 
have been farther around than most of the guys riding the event. 
I'm missing the hero worship that made the old days so exciting, 
and as good as the ISDE is (they changed the name to International 
Six Day Enduro in 1982), that little spark's still missing. 

Which is why news of the first ISDT/ISDE Reunion piqued my 
interest. Here was an opportunity for all the old guys to get 





The Reunion vy Jeff ревеп 


together, ride some nasty old vintage bikes 
and laugh about the old days. Perfect! | 


Why is this ISDT Reunion ride gig so important? This is living history, folks. missed it last year, but this year | had my 
If we don't keep it alive, no one will. Walk down pit row at any race today reservation in hand weeks before the event. 
and start asking the 17- and 18-year-old hotshots who's Preston Petty. 

Who's John Penton (When I was a kid Sachs and KTM were companies that Not So Friendly Skies 
made engines for Pentons!)? Do they know that the “М5” on their MSR | almost didn’t get there. Thanks to 
System 6 boots stand for Malcolm Smith? Do "iM even know who he is? American Airlines’ timidity toward a little 


Malcolm spoke at the awards ban- р 
quet about how he used to ride a 
Lambretta scooter up into the hills to 


watch his hero, Bud Ekins, race when 


he was a kid. Today Malcolm is a hero 
to a new generation, a true legend in 
his own time. We can't forget the leg- 
ends among us, nor the ones we've 
lost. Maybe there ought to be a trivia 
test to get your off-road license. 
Name the riders on the U. S. Ossa 
manufacturer's team at the '73 ISDT 
(Charlie Vincent, Dave Latham, Don 


Cutler. Heroes!). What event preced- |” 


ed the Dalton Six Days? (The 
Berkshire Trials). Who was “Мі. 
ISDT?" Get the idea? 

If you have great riding memories 
from your youth and want to do some- 


thing unforgettable to keep them burning fresh in your mind, come to next 
year’s ISDT Reunion ride. Dust off that old Penton or Ossa. Get your Belstaff 
jacket out of the mothballs. Meet the legends. Ride with them. You'll never 


forget it. 


16 TRAIL RIDER/JANUARY 1999 


John Penton 
signs an auto- 
graph for a 
young fan. 





rain, my flight plan got bogged 
down in Dallas-Fort Worth, and | 
watched flight after flight get can- 
celed as time for impound came 
and went. The bikes had to be in 
impound by 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
and Leroy Winters, co-promoter of 
the event along with Dick Mann, 
had a fine machine waiting for my 
exclusive use. 

Well, | don't want to harp on it, 
but originally | was supposed to 
be in Fort Smith at 2:00 p.m. on 
Friday, and | didn't get there until 
noon on Saturday. It made no 
sense to me that American 
wouldn't fly the puddle jumpers 
into a little lightning and a few tor- 
nadoes. l've been through worse 
on a bike, but that's the way they 
run their business, | guess. | nearly 
missed the whole day on Saturday— 
almost didn't get there at all, come to 
think of it—and got to the campground in 
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time for the final grass track of the day. 

What an immediate change of mood. 
Some motorcycle events are charged with 
tension, and some are mellow; the Reunion 
had the mellow meter pegged. The 
Razorback Riders Motorcycle Club of 
Fayetteville have a perfect location at Вуга 
Campground outside of Cass, Arkansas, 
and though the weather had threatened to 
be difficult, with hurricanes in the Gulf, the 
Sky was clear, it was warm and sunny, just 
a beautiful, lazy day. 

And what a scene to walk into! There was 
John Penton talking to Dave Mungenast, 
busy pouring gas into an old Triumph twin. 
Here's Six Day vet Dwight Rudder riding 
Some nasty old Honda SL125, because 
"That's all | had working with lights on it!" 
Here's "Crazy" Jake Fischer and Mike 
Lewis, Six Day riders а heard of, but never 
really met. | was scanning the crowd for 
signs of the Penton team or someone— 
hey, here's Doug Wilford, speaking of the 
Penton team — when up rides Malcolm him- 
Self on a noisy, pretty old purple-tanked 
Husky, just like ones Га seen him ride in the 
old days. He had his trademark ear-to-ear 
grin as | shook his hand, and | asked the 
natural question right off the bat: How do 
you like that bike, Malcolm? 

"Oh, it's awful! They're so pretty to look 
at, but | never realized how bad they work. 
You know, the oldest bike l've ever ridden 
was exactly a year old. | hate it!” 

Well, so much for the reality slap. | knew 
from experience myself that the only fun 
you can have on Vintage bikes is either on 
а smooth, smooth motocross track— some 
place where you never get out of sight of 
your truck—or looking at it through a glass 
case. There was a certain amount of satis- 
faction from hearing a Grade A Hero himself 
echoing my own feelings. That didn't stop 
him, of course, from going out and topping 
his class for the day. No matter what, if it 
comes down to riding something nasty or 
not riding at all, we'll all swing that leg over. 

| hooked up with Charlie, who had made 
it down from Indianapolis and entered with- 
out much trouble, and was actually doing 
pretty good. After impound on that first day, 
Charlie was seven seconds behind the 
leader, local Six Days vet Steve Van Zant. 
Hey, not bad for a guy who had to be hand- 
fed the last two days of the Tulsa ISDE. 


Gathering of the Faithful 

We hung around in the sun that after- 
noon, catching up with friends, bench rac- 
ing and watching Monkey make friends 
with the local dog pack. The big event was 
due to start early Saturday evening, with a 
banquet attended by everyone riding and 
more. We breeze through the room Га 





been paying for while | was stuck in Dallas, 
at the Ozark Motel ("We're going to treat 
you so many ways of good you're bound to 
like one of them!"), and then headed off to 
the place with the unpronounceable name 
to sit down with the heroes of our youth 
(theirs too, I’m sure). 

The banquet didn't disappoint. 
Mungenast and Malcolm traded barbs, 
Leroy talked about what a great time it all 
was. They tried to get Preston Petty to say 


something, but he only spoke to say he 
wouldn't speak. When people think of 
Preston they usually think about the plastic 
fenders he popularized, and not the fact 
that he is also a three-time ISDT competitor 
as well as a Baja 1000 veteran. He's also an 
extremely witty guy, who works now as a 
Self-proclaimed "computer ho" in Los 
Angeles. 

We also had Tommy McDermott at the 
banquet. Tommy was 18 years old in 1949 





John Penton poses with serial #1 
Penton 125. They both have been 
rebuilt and look great again. 





X 


Leroy Winters, Dave Mungenast and John Pe 











М - == / 
nton stand by while Malcolm Smith accepts 


the Bud Ekins Pioneer Award at the banquet. 


Leroy Winter: ‘Preston Petty 


m Smith trade 
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Li- by Jeff DeBell 

Everyone seems amazed that I’ve even managed to fin- 
ish on a BMW. Heck, the Germans did it for years! I’m a 
bit humbled by the publicity the bike brings, but it's hon- 
estly not that bad a ride in the woods, provided the trail 
isn't too tight. Then it can be a handful. 

Гуе never weighed the 
bike, but it’s a good 380+ 
pounds. The weight is offset 
by good suspension and 
mellow power. White Power 
KTM forks and Works 
Performance shocks give 
fairly modern suspension 
traits, and although ГЇЇ not 
be attempting the doubles 
at Motocross 338 anytime 
soon, most moderate trails 
are easy picking. 

"But what about those 
cylinders sticking out...?" If 


Didsmobile...but it’s close. 





when he first rode the Six Days, and he 
earned the distinction that year at the Isle of 
Mann as being the first American to win a 
gold medal. “I went to England on a 
freighter," he told us, "and it cost $160 to 
carry me and my motorcycle over there. | 
had to borrow the money!" Looks like Six 
Days racers haven't changed much, huh? 
Back in those days the AMA had no affilia- 
tion with the FIM, and McDermott rode as a 
member of the British team, although how 
he managed that he didn't say. Sixty-seven 
years young and he’s still motorcycling, 
though. “I can’t ride the dirt bikes any more, 
bad knees, you know, although | really miss 
it. Those big, fat roots and slippery rocks — 
I'm from Glen Falls, New York, you know, 
l'm very familiar with rocks and roots." 
Although he stays out of the dirt, 
McDermott still rides regularly, and he told 
us about his 13,000 mile road trip he took 
around the country on his street bike this 
summer. To look at him, you'd never guess 
he was 67. 

One other treat we had on stage was the 
first Penton, a 125 from 1968. Stories went 
around about how it was rescued from a 
dumpster, and John Penton was his usual 
pragmatic self. "Oh, yeah, it's number one, 
that's for sure. It didn't look that good when 
they found it, but we had all those parts 
new for so long. Most of it is new parts." 
When asked if he ever expected to be sit- 
ting on a stage with Number One, he said 
"Oh hell no! We used every one of them, 
none of the bikes were set aside for any- 
thing. Га expect all of them to be worn out 
and rusted away by now, but it's real nice to 
see this one fixed up." 
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you can clear it with the bars, the jugs will clear. If you 
do kiss a tree, however, the stop is abrupt! The tightest 
trail at the Reunion was the terrain test. Clipper followed 
me through on day two and can attest to the number of 
small trees | bounced off of. Trails are best negotiated 
on the pegs, and if you do take a dab, ya gotta get your 
leg out to clear the cylinders. 

On open fire roads, however, this bike is a hoot, and 
with a 2-іпіо-1 glasspack it really sounds sweet when 
you roll it on. On the grass track it was a lot of fun, too. 
Malcolm Smith even took a lap on it and pronounced it 
“quite a ride." There's a product endorsement l'Il take 
any day! 

Now I know Charlie's gonna blow his horn about beat- 
ing Malcolm in the grass track, so l've got to point out 
that the Beemer was only 6/100ths of a second off 
Malcolm's time on the first day's test. For the record, 
though (and to bring us back to reality) Charlie and 1 
were riding like mad dogs. Malcolm rode like he was out 
for a Sunday ride in the country. He is the Sultan of 
Smooth, truly The Man! 





(LEFT) Turns out that Malcolm Smith is not 
a fan of vintage bikes, but he still pushed 
his Husky into first in class. (agovE) Robin 
Winters rode the first day, and showed a 
lot of the boys that you don't need testos- 
terone to twist it. 


It was a fun night, and thick with bench 
racing. We finished it up fairly early, and 
then headed back to the hotel to get 
Charlie pumped up for his big day tomor- 
row. He had seven seconds to overcome, 
and we had to figure out how. 

The Final Assault 

Well, he had to figure out how. After all 
my trials, Sunday was one | wanted to ride. 
Leroy had one of his friends donate a fine 
1987 Honda XR250 for me to ride, and 
believe me, with all the other vintage and rat 
bikes in attendance, | was right in style. 
Since | wasn't entered | volunteered to 


front-ride the event, and that gave me a 
chance to pre-ride the course without hav- 
ing to embarrass myself in front of anyone. 

It was cool and clammy and a little wet 
under the trees, and as soon as the course 
headed up the mountains it was mighty 
foggy. The Gulf hurricane was pushing a 
line of rogue clouds low across the hills and 
| kept running head-first into them. At times 
it was difficult to even see the bike | was 
riding, but it fe/t like a good ride! 

In the spirit of competition | rode that XR 
as hard as | dared; the last thing | wanted 
was Dwight to catch up with me. Fifteen 
miles of dirt road put us into the woods, for 
about 30 miles of singletrack and two-track 
trail; lots of round rocks and clay mud here 
and there. | was apprehensive about riding 
the old XR, but I thought of Chris Smith and 
just held it wide open, and it worked fine. 

Soon enough | got to the first and only 
Special test, a terrain test, and found three 
riders in front of me. Like the elephant in my 
pajamas, how they got there I'll never know, 
but | jumped into the terrain test right 
behind Jeff DeBell. Now Jeff was riding his 
huge BMW GS dual sport/dirt bike, and rid- 
ing behind him was like following a garden- 
er's truck down the freeway. The special 
test trail wound tightly around a hill covered 
with saplings, and | believe Jeff hit every 
one of them, for all the wood chips and 
bark hitting me. Those horizontally 
opposed cylinders on the BMWs are only 
so close together, and if the bike can’t get 
between the saplings it has to mow them 
down. | will say that the trail was nice and 
wide when Jeff got through with it. 

The end of the terrain test was the end of 
the trail for that day, with 15 miles of dirt 
road to take us back to Byrd's. To me, it 
didn't seem like much riding, but | know if | 
was on a vintage bike it would have felt like 
more than enough. 

Back at the campground everyone was 
gathered together for the final motocross 
special test, run on the grass track from the 
day before. Five laps per rider, everybody 
timed to the hundredth of a minute, just like 
the ISDE. Unlike the ISDE, this was an 
easy, short grass track, with flat corners, no 
jumps and no bumps — just right for the vin- 
tage bikes. In the Charlie-Steve battle, 
there was some confusion over who beat 
whom in the terrain test, and Charlie's 
mood got ugly after Steve handily won his 
race, the first one of the day. Watching 
everyone rip around was a hoot, though. 
So many different bikes, fast and slow, 
from Maicos to Hodakas to modern KDXs. 
Just a fun time. 

| took pictures here, and then jumped 
into the last race and screamed the XR's 
guts out just for exercise. The big race was 











(ABovE) Possibly the biggest bike there was 
Jeff DeBell’s BMW. It went through the 
woods like a brush hog. (BELow) Fog on 
the mountain. Chuck Cuarton negotiates 
the terrain test in the clouds. 









Impound after the first day. Some of the 
trails were a little tough for these bikes. 





ISDT/ISDE veterans take the stage: Tommy McDermott, Steve Van Zant, Paul Hunt, Tim 
Singleton, John Penton, Dave Mungenast, Mike Lewis, John Smith, John Fischer, El 
Mucho Williams, Preston Petty, Dick Mann, Malcolm Smith, Leroy Winters, Dwight 
Rudder, Doug Wilford, Jake Fischer. 
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the third one, with Charlie pitted against 
Malcolm and Mungenast. | don't know 
what exactly happened to Charlie, he says 
his power valve broke, but he seemed to go 
backward on the start against all those old 
Huskies and Triumphs. It took three turns 
before he built up enough steam to ease 
past Malcolm on the outside, and it must 
be a great thrill to pass Malcolm, even if he 
is riding a 20-year-old bike that seized ear- 
lier in the day, a bike that handles like a 
refrigerator on casters. | wasn't timing 
Charlie, but Vern Street and the official 
timekeeping crew were, and when the 
ripped-up turf settled Charlie had cut the 
fastest time of the day on the grass track, 
finishing up eight seconds better than Van 
Zant and claiming the overall win for the 
event. Last | heard it was still a citywide hol- 
iday in Indianapolis. 

Seeing how they don't recognize an 
overall winner in ISDE scoring, Charlie had 


John Fischer, won that one. 

There is no doubt in my mind that this 
is an event with a huge potential. It’s а 
fairly easy ride—depending on what 
you're riding — and a fun time with a super- 
laid-back attitude. The days are easy and 
short, and done that way to encourage 


Class 1: Historic 
1. Steve Van Zant 
2. Chuck Cuarton 
3. Kevin Grimes 
4. John Sawazki 


'74 Yam 1177.68 
'74 Hus 1499.95 
'72 Hus 1507.79 

Hus 1312.69 


5. Bill Orth '74 Pen 1861.15 
Class 2: Classic ISDT 

1. David Keith Yam 1397.53 
2. Steve Syler "77 Mai 1400.30 


"77 Ноп 1433.77 
4. Mike Parker '81 KTM 1441.52 
5. Jeff DeBell '81 BMW 1534.57 
Class 3: Past Masters 

1. Malcolm Smith  '76 Hus 1273.99 
2. Dwight Rudder Hon 1440.30 
3. Dave Mungenast '73 Tri 1674.98 


3. Tim Singleton 





hanging around, bench racing and playing 
on dirt bikes with a group of heroes, 
wannabes, and modern competitors who all 
wound up as one group of friends on a fun 
afternoon. How many other events have 
you ridden where you might be lined up next 
to Jake Fischer or Malcolm Smith at the 
grass track, and the guy in the BSA sweat- 
shirt waving you on is Dick Mann? Where 
else could you go to see John Penton, 
Preston Petty, or even Charlie Williams? 
Well, strike that last one, we don't want to 
chase anybody away. The point is, if we 
pump this event up we'll soon see the likes 
of Terry Cunningham, Dick Burleson, maybe 
the rest of the Penton clan and more— Ron 
Ribolzi, Vic Ely, Kevin Hines, Larry Roeseler, 
Ed Lojak— where are you guys? Even 
Rodney Smith and Ty Davis— imagine how 
much fun it would be to have all the modern 
and past modern Six Days competitors 
together and horsing around on grass tracks 





to be satisfied officially with a gold medal 4. Bart Winters — '74 Hon 1701.83 for a couple of days! | know it was a ton of 
and a win in the Modern Past Masters Class 4: Modern Past Masters fun this year, and in '99 it should be even 
class. Van Zant was the winner of the 2 ер v: Qu o bigger and better, especially if we can get 
Historic class on his old 400 Yamaha. 3. Mike Lewis Hon 1358.92 some more of you guys out of the wood- 
Malcolm Smith might have gotten passed Class 5: Wannabes work to attend. And remember, there's even 
by Charlie but he still won the Past Masters 1. John Fischer Yam 1175.70 a Wannabe class for squids like me! 

class, and Steve Syler was credited with сеа ОЕ А We'll let you know when it's going їо hap- 
the win in the Classic ISDT class. The class Solus PEDT SE pen in '99, and we'll definitely see you 

^ 4. Randy Smith Hon 1597.37 ' 
| would have been in was called the 5. Lynn Burton Hon 1869.52 there. After all, Charlie's going to have to 





Wannabe class, and Crazy Jake's son, defend his championship, isn't he? MI 


Need We Say More? 


Larry Roeseler 
Matt Stavish 
Donny Book 
Rich Lafferty 
Malcolm Smith 
Paul Krause 
Duane Conner 
Rex Staten 
Jason Dahners 
Dave Ondas 
Greg Zitterkopf 
SCR racing 
Team Green 
Team Honda 


Team KTM 
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Bours = 248-BIKE 
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Mike Lafferty 

Ty Davis 

Randy Hawkins 
Destry Abbott 
Scott Plessinger 
Steve Hengeveld 
Tommy Norton 
Dick Burleson 
Doug Blackwell 


Johnny Campbell 
Ricky Johnson 
Scot Harden 

Tom Webb 
George Waller Jr. 
Josh McLevy 
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by Mark Uth 


Bargain Big Bores 








Д" of issues ago, a story on four 
Stroke top-end rebuilding appeared 
in this column, one that, quite frankly, 
spent the majority of its time whining 
about all of the extra effort required to 
affect thumper top end rebuilds. Boo hoo. 
It was a cheap diatribe, no doubt—one 
that perhaps glossed over some pertinent 
four stroke top end rebuilding and hop up 
options that were under consideration at 
the time, but left unsaid as a result of our, 
lets just say, animated anguish. 

Anyway, our planned XR250 top end 
refreshment wasn't a simple "bore to a 
Stock oversize and insert piston" exercise. 
No, what was learned over the course of 
the job was that the XR250 motor enjoys 
perhaps the most fruitful list of optional 
oversizes of any motor out there, most of 
which can be installed right into the stock 
cylinder assembly. Add to that the cost fac- 
tor. Fact is, top end kit prices are relatively 
the same, whether you’re buying a stock 
bore oversize or a big bore piston. Same 
goes for boring services performed by your 
preferred dealer or engine builder. Size 
doesn’t matter here. So, for the same cash 
outlay and effort as refreshing our XR250's 
top end with a first-over piston, we instead 
opted for an oversize piston and bore that 
would bump our displacement a tad. They 
say horsepower costs, but here was a 
chance to get something for nothing. 


Dinosaur History 

In last month’s issue, our esteemed edi- 
tor noted that the venerable KDX 200 had 
been around for some 20 years and, as 
such, perhaps represented the prototypi- 
cal trail bike of the past two decades. Sure 
a case can be made for the KDX. 
However, when considering the lengthy 
history of the Honda XR250 and its ances- 
tors (e.g., XL250), it's certainly not an open 
and shut case. ІЛІ venture a wager that 
there's a bunch more 15-year-old XR250s 
out there still getting dirty than like-aged 
KDXs. Additionally, not only has the XR 
remained in production, but changes over 
the years, especially in the engine depart- 
ment, have been few and far between. Still 
air-cooled, same piston and oylinder 
dimensions, same claw hammer reliability. 
It shouldn't come as a shock that the '99 
XR250 currently on your dealer's show- 


room floor shares the same piston as a 
13-year-old model. 

This long term commonality has 
spawned a phone book full of shops that 
specialize in XR250 engine mods and a 
corresponding market for the parts (read: 
piston kits) to affect numerous displace- 
ment increasing options. Al Baker's XRs 
Only might have been the first and/or the 
most renowned, but is in fact only the tip 
of the iceberg. Helping us through our 
project with options and details was Gary 
Hazel of Thumper Racing. (903/938- 
0570). Hazel's an expert on Honda XRs as 





ECEA and Six Days rider Kevin Bennett can 
ride amazingly fast on a surprisingly stock 
XR250. 


well as other manufacturer's bikes, includ- 
ing DRs, KLXs and YZ/WRs, Husky and 
KTM thumpers, and he can rattle off an 
impressive list of big bore options, conver- 
Sion details and associated tuning require- 
ments for every one of them. 


XR250 and Up 

Today's XR250 engine sports a nominal 
73mm stock bore. The XR250 oylinder 
assembly uses a pressed-in steel liner 


that, with the stock bore, yields a sleeve 
wall thickness well in excess of minimum 
requirements. Naturally, Honda sells the 
requisite number of stock oversizes for 
rebuilds—yawn. Common big bore sizes 
that require no machining beyond the 
basic cylinder boring include nominal sizes 
of 75mm, 77mm and 78mm which yield 
displacement boosts to 265cc, 280cc and 
285cc, respectively. Since everything 
costs about the same, why consider a 
265 when an extra 20cc of displacement 
costs nothing more? 

Well, there are other factors which may 
or may not affect your decision. Reliability 
is always a factor with engine hop ups. 
The 265cc and 280cc options are consid- 
ered extremely conservative (almost to a 
fault) and every bit as reliable as the stock 
engine. Regarding the 78mm bore (285cc) 
option, some tuners acknowledge that 
cylinder liner wall thickness in this case 
approaches the point of concern as well 
as limits future oversize boring options. 

Another issue affecting our decision is 
the origin of the piston kit to be used. In 
nearly all big bore kits, Honda XRs or any 
other manufacturer's engine, the stock pis- 
ton is replaced with an aftermarket Wiseco 
piston assembly. Most engine builders laud 
the performance of the Wiseco piston 
assembly, with its superior forged con- 
struction and generally lighter weight than 
stock piston assemblies. However, Honda 
has quite the reputation for parts quality as 
well, and many riders who value reliability 
above all other factors prefer to stick with 
stock Honda hardware. The aforemen- 
tioned 265cc oversize offers this option as 
an '84-'85 model year XR250 used a nom- 
inal 75mm piston assembly, which will drop 
right into current XRs after proper cylinder 
boring. Another bonus, Honda also stocks 
the requisite number of oversizes for the 
'84-'85 model, stock gasket kits, etc. liter- 
ally providing all of the advantages of a 
Stock setup. 


Extras 

So, you say this sounds like a great 
deal, but what's the catch? (Read: what 
else will be required to make the big bore 
project work and what's it going to cost?) 
At the very least, jetting will have to be 


revisited with a general rule of thumb 
(Continued on Page 64) 
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“How dg you get ° 
-yóurzointacross? 2-- 
“Mike talks, Hopefülly.z -- > 
5 everyone listens and 
$t . understands. - 


When Mike Healey Came to Town, 
He Taught Us All How to Ride 


ast week | had the rare opportunity to have a world- 
caliber motocrosser come to town, just to watch me 
ride. By far my most prestigious audience, even if | did 
have to pay him money to be there. 
In 1991, Mike Healey nearly won the 250 class in 
the World Grand Prix of Motocross. He came up 4 
points shy, but it was rigged. You see, Honda 
was in the running with Trampas Parker for the 
title. Healey rode a KTM. The final race was held 
in Suzuka, Japan, on a course owned by 
Honda. Healey had a 30-second lead over 
Parker and the rest of the international field. With 
two laps to go, the world championship was 
within Healey's grasp, but there was a spoller. 
Honda brought American Jeff Stanton to Suzuka. 
Stanton had not ridden any of the previous rounds, 
and really had no business there other than mixing 
up the points. Stanton was right on Healey's fender 
all through the race. Healey was running for his life, 
Stanton was running for a few yen. With two laps to go, 
= — — Healey went by the pits and saw Stanton's pit board. 
(тор) Әрі go. I’m not a jumper, and li { ^ It said, "Take him out." Healey knew what it meant 
certainly not a doubler, but with a lit- — fex | = | and was charging, taking the safest inside line 
Че work I’ve gotten over some of my З when...boom, Stanton took him out. Healey recov- 
fears. Reeve) Опев weite Beek, ; ered from the deliberate crash and followed Stanton 
Mike hands out individual tips as the to the finish line, 4 points shy of the world champi- 


riders need them. (RIGHT) Some of the oe : А 
infamous tattoos. Mike is so covered onship title. This race meant nothing to Stanton other 


with tattoos it looks like he's held Sum than being a "team player. 
together with ink. | ; Then, after the race, in raw, true-to-himself Mike 





Healey form, he went over and punched 
Stanton's lights out. | guess the picture of 
them on the podium later shows Jeff with 
a black eye and a busted lip. Sure, Healey 
apologized, but was an apology really 
necessary? The stakes were awfully high 
for such a cheap shot. 

Healey will admit punching Stanton was 
not one of his best moves, but he always 
marched to the beat of a different drum- 
mer. Taking a poke at Stanton probably 
has less to do with Healey's bad boy rep- 
utation than his tattoo, which starts at his 
left wrist and ends somewhere below his 
underwear. That is, if he even has under- 
wear on. He is the quintessential "bad 
boy." But like it or not, this is who Mike 
Healey is — he has remained true to himself 
instead of becoming just another corpo- 
rate "team player" tied up in the bureau- 
сгасу of political correctness. 

He will tell motocross school students 
first hand that the factories want Mr. Nice 
Guy personalities, no controversy and no 
trouble, just pure milquetoast тата 
boys. This is a sellout to me. Sure, the 
money's good but at what cost? You can 
have a factory ride, but you have to quit 
partying and fighting and carrying on, 
Crusty Demons style? What was Joel 
Robert famous for? Do you remember 
Joel Robert, the guy whose butt Roger 
Decoster was destined to kick? Robert 
was famous for winning world champi- 
onships and staying out all night drinking 
and partying with the girls. Joel Robert is 
the godfather of soul, and Mike Healey is 
one of his disciples. Can you ever see 
yourself on the podium, talking on nation- 
al television? Probably not. Then why fol- 
low the lead of a corporate puppet? Blaze 
your own trail, remain true to who you are, 
ride for your own reasons, but don't com- 
promise yourself just to make money. That 
is a sellout. 

Healey rebounded and chased the 
world championship again, but a horren- 
dous high-speed crash nearly killed him 
for good. Doctors claim he was dead for 
quite some time before coming back to life 
in the back of the ambulance, kicking, 
swinging his fists and cussing up a storm. 
Healey quit the Grand Prix circuit and 
returned to Southern California to his wife 
and baby girl. 


Passing the Torch 

Those are some of the reasons 
Healey was chosen to come teach a 
group of young Indiana riders. Wilma 
Stoughton brainstormed the whole 
affair. She and her shop are heavily 
involved with a local motocross kid 
named Jeff Baker. He is young and very 








fast, but has not quite broken into the 
National ranks. A little motocross tutor- 
ing may be just what he needs. 

Stoughton could have chosen one of a 
dozen motocross teachers to come to 
town and teach a school, but she knows 
there is more to riding a bike fast than 
just the mechanics of operating the 
machine. She wanted to stir the souls of 
the students, not only make them better 
riders but make them more appreciative 
of their sport. 

Here's how it went down. Healey flew 
into Indianapolis a day early so he could 
race at a local motocross and gain some 
publicity before starting school Monday 
morning. He won both classes he entered 











(aBove) Watching Mike rail a berm is like 
poetry. | tried it. Got a little better. PII keep 
practicing. (LEFT) You don’t get muddy 
playing with dolls. Or do you? This could 
be a future ISDT star. (BELOW) “My bike’s 
broken. I don't feel good. ІЛІ try again in a 
few minutes, but right now І have to go 
journalate." 





and took the cash prize, which he said was 
very good for anywhere in the country. He 
didn't win all the motos, though. A local 
guy named Sluggo stuck his neck out, 
way out, to beat Healey in one of the 
motos. Healey was laughing later that 
Sluggo was so out of control he could see 
his front number plate and that he didn't 
want to get near him and risk the chance 
of a fall and injury. Sluggo was the hero 
and it is a race he will never forget — good 
for Sluggo. Healey still won the race and 
the money, so to pass Sluggo would have 
been...oh 1 don't know, maybe it wasn't 
necessary to win everything. Perhaps 
Healey let him go so he could have his 
moment of glory. Can you see what I'm 


trying to get at? Maybe, just maybe, the 
whole world does not revolve around the 
person who crosses the finish line first. 
The way it turned out we had two winners, 
Sluggo got to beat a world class champi- 
on and Healey got to win the all-important 
money. Pretty cool the way things some- 
times work out. 

Monday morning at the crack of 10:37, 
Professor Healey arrived at class. Today 
he had about a dozen students, from a 
novice 80cc kid to semi-pro Jeff Baker. It 
was very interesting to watch. We all 
learned a great deal on and off the track. 
The track was muddy and conditions were 
pretty hard. Most of the students were 16- 
to 18-year-old kids, and it was sure fun 
watching them flounder in the mud. 

But more fun than watching them ride 
was listening to their excuses. Several 
times bikes would be ridden back into the 
pits and declared broken. Then after 30 
minutes of sitting around, the bike would 
mysteriously heal itself and the rider would 
go back out for more instruction. 

After one day І could see improvements 
in all the riders, but the guys who went to 
the school all four days were the most 
improved. The novice 80 rider built up the 
courage and skill to finally tackle the dou- 
ble jump. It was cool to watch him get 
closer and closer, his dad had the video 
camera on him when he finally made it. 
This rider also improved his cornering con- 
siderably, and cornering is where Mr. 
Healey spends most of his time teaching. 
"You can only jump so fast," says 
Professor Healey. We all learned how to 
corner better, even me— old and set in my 
ways. | was able to improve my cornering 
a measurable amount. 

Now I'm not going to tell you any of the 
Secrets Healey taught us, they just wouldn't 
be the same coming from me. You need to 
have Healey teach you these things him- 
Self. He taught us all kinds of stuff, espe- 
cially the kids. They learned how to load 
and unload their own bikes, they got 
instruction on why it is important to be 
able to lift your own bike up on the stand 
and take responsibility for at least some of 
the maintenance, like oiling the chain and 
adding gasoline. Healey taught about 
growing up: clean up your own mess, take 
care of your own stuff. Some of the par- 
ents pamper so badly | worry about the 
kids; when they finally realize that their 
motorcycle could actually be ridden out of 
this one particular field, but they can't start 
it without mom holding their hand. 
Motorcycling is an individual sport. Yes it's 
nice to have a nanny, but this breeds weak 
riders, riders who throw fits when some- 
thing goes wrong, riders who can't go to 
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the track by themselves because 
Minnesota is too far. 

Healey teaches independence. Yes, | 
think the kids got more out of school than 
the adults. But as an adult | did learn better 
technique for cornering. Just getting to 
watch the kids learn was a kick. One boy 
had a negative attitude and Healey polite- 
ly asked him to either straighten up or 
leave. The boy left. 

Speaking of kids, there was one hecku- 
va boy, 10-year-old Cody Mason. His bike 
broke right off the bat and he sat out the 
whole first day. Sometime during the sec- 
ond day | jokingly offered him a ride on the 
605 ATK that а been racing. | was 
shocked when he said yes; he pestered 
me for 30 minutes before | finally cut him 
loose on the gigantic beast. He rode that 
bike all day, ran an entire tank of gas out of 
it—70 miles or so. We filled it up and he 
rode some more. He was the man! He 
could double jump one of the whoop sec- 
tions but you could see his little head get- 
ting jerked backward by the massive bike 
in runaway mode. Healey gave him the 
advice to tap the brakes as soon as he 
landed and that might help. The poor kid 
wound up stalling the bike with a wheel on 
top of two whoops, so when he jumped 
off he could only reach the bottom of the 
seat. But he struggled to keep it balanced 
until an army of bigger kids could come to 
his rescue. 

Cody's older brother Jackie rode the 
wheels off a Ү2400. Just watching these 
brothers showed me which boys really 
loved to ride, and which ones were in it for 
the glory or because it's what their dad 
always dreamed about. 

Healey made school fun; he would get 


What happens when you 
mix a 605 ATK with a 10- 
year-old who's just tall 
enough? You get your 
bike flogged, 

that's what. 





down in the mud and wrestle the kids, 
looking like a futuristic Gulliver, what with 
the shoulder pads, Mad Max boots and 
giant tattoos. 

Healey can back up what he teaches, 
too. One afternoon he jumped on one of 
the "broken" bikes and went out and railed 
some berms for us. It was absolute magic, 
as beautiful as any ballet or 9.9 swan dive 
or Nancy Kerrigan perfect 10. It was a 
right turn, 180 degrees. He would enter 
the turn in second gear and leave the turn 
in fourth gear. The bike would never wan- 
der or weave or bobble or deviate from the 
perfect line. It appeared that the handlebar 
could be dragging in the dirt and he 
claimed he was rubbing the back of his 
thigh on the ground. 

Sure | took pictures, lots of them. Went to 
the store, bought more film and begged 
him to do it again. The photos don't show 
the whole turn like | was seeing it, the freeze 
frame loses the magic. | still get goose 
bumps thinking of seeing it in person. This 
alone would be worth the price of admis- 
sion. I’ve never seen anything like it. 

Nearly in tears after watching the turning 
demonstration, | tried to explain to Healey 
that if he would try, he could out-ride Sala 
and Peterhansal and win the International 
Six Day Enduro overall. Healey com- 
plained about being too old, but to me, 10 
years his senior, this was a copout. 
Besides, Sala is two years older than 
Healey and is again the world champion. If 
Healey, or someone like him, would show 
today’s youth just how much more com- 
plex six days is over motocross, every 
army boot-wearing, green hairdo-extreme 
sport-junkie in the country would have an 
enduro bike in the back of his mini truck. 





We need a hero, someone to raise the 
level of focus on six days competition here 
in the States. There are very few people 
alive today who could make such a 
change — Mike Healey is one of them. 

But right now Healey is successfully run- 
ning a motocross school. He is watching 
old fat me ride my bike around, pretty 
good work if you can get it. He eventually 
flags me in (thank God, because my arms 
are way pumped and my chest is tight). 
Healey tells me something that just blows 
me away. He tells me I'm "going too fast." 
My mouth just dropped open. "Too fast?" 
"Yes, too fast. You come diving in but 
spend the whole turn rattling around and 
you come out of it at a snail’s pace. Slow 
down before the corner, gain some con- 
trol, then accelerate through and out of the 
turn, weight forward, leg out. Try it a few 
more times." 

"Okay, can | have a drink of water? Oh, 
and my bike broke, it may be better in a lit- 
tle while, but | had better just watch and 
journalize right now." Eventually | got one 
corner down like Professor Healey taught, 
and it was the best feeling I’ve ever had on 
a bike. | was more controlled than ever and 
faster too. No, | can't do the double jump or 
even the whoop-de-doos, but on a flat turn 
with or without a berm, | am a terror. Case 
in point was riding the 605 ATK to the coun- 
ty fair short track and winning the Dash For 
Cash! Another example of my cornering 
expertise was at the Wabash Cannonball 
Motocross. Okay, so | was in the Senior B 
class, but in both motos | was dead last to 
the first turn, but by the end of turn two I 
was in second place. Scotty Parker would 
have been impressed, and those ATK's sure 
turn good. 

| promise every rider out there could learn 
something from Healey, even someone like 
Jeff Stanton could learn. You can call Healey 
at TK and join an existing class, or if you can 
organize a group, Healey can come to your 
location. Sometimes organizing dirt bike 
guys can be tricky, so we were very lucky to 
have Wilma Stoughton to organize our 
group; we were also very lucky to have 
access to the Linton Indiana Motocross 
track as well as Knobby Hills Moto track. 
Excel Motorsports furnished a Ү2400 for 
Healey to ride while he was here. We all took 
turns riding this bike and | really enjoyed it, 
now my only wish left in the world is for 
Yamaha to put an electric start on it. 

| want to thank all the kids who came 
and rode their hearts out, the Mason 
brothers, Zack and Chance, the Hooten 
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ABSOLUTELY THE BEST Í = 
CONNECTING ROD | 
AVAILABLE ON 
THE MARKET! | 


The Official 
Connecting Rod For 
Team FMF/HONDA 


CONNECTING RODS 


IMS Pro Series Rods are forged from SCM 415 Chromoly Steel, then 
Ld Ф deburred with a double vibrating, double honing process and then polished 
ATV ж to perfection to insure continued performance at high RPM. 
MOTORCYCLES: \ m ас. Our NRB Bearings are double silver coated to dis- 
^m „ДӘ place excessive heat, extending rod life far past 

WATERCRAFT т F that of OEM or so-called competition rods. 
SNONMOBILES MAKE SURE YOUR ROD PERFORMS THE LONGEST! 


PRO SERIES FOOTPEGS | 


THE ULTIMATE WIDE PLATFORM FOOTPEG 
IMS Pro Series Footpegs are cast from stainless steel and are melanite coated 
for better surface wear. They incorporate the new “Parallel Cross-Bar" design 
which increases overall strength and allows mud to fall through the peg 
improving rider grip. Already used by the top motocrossers and off-road riders 
in the world. Available for most major brands. Suggested Retail 592.00 


The Official Footpeg For Team FMF/HONDA 


YZ*WR400 TANKS 


UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST TANKS MONEY CAN BUY! 
The YZ stock capacity is 2.1 gallons. The IMS tank increases it to 3.4 gallons, 
making this tank ideal for Enduro, Grand Prix, and Desert competition or for 
longer trail rides. Our WR replacement tank stretches your fuel capacity to a full 
4 gallons extending your dual sport and Baja trail rides well over the 100 mile 
range. Our tanks are race proven by Ty Davis, Randy Hawkins and Kevin Hines. 
IMS Fuel Tanks come complete with gas cap and mounting hardware and uses 
the stock Yamaha shrouds. In addition, a Dry Break is available by IMS. 
Available in both Natural or Yamaha Blue colors. 

Suggested Retail 199.95 With Dry Break 5349.95 


909:653:7720 I | 


6240 Box Springs Boulevard • Unit E е Riverside, CA 92507 


Web: www.imsproducts.com E-mail: imsinfo@deltanet.com 
CHECK OUT OUR CATALOG ON THE WEB! 


Seth Enslow, Mike Metzger, 
Travis Pastrano & “Mad” Mike Jones 


COLES 


<222 U Cem 





Original off-road products made in the USA: 
* Crossbar Mapcase MADEN 


simple handlebar map holder 


e BarPack Mapcase 


deluxe handlebar map holder 


* TowDowns 
combination towstrap/tiedowns 


e MotoFile new! 


motorcycle registration holder 


SpareTube Fenderbag 


A CycoActive original since 1993 


"...опе of the 
best storage 
systems has 
been 
CycoActive's 
SpareTube 
Fenderbag." 


THE USA 


Other products retailed by CycoActive: 





* XR Cargo Racks 
e Garmin GPS receivers 
* GPS mounts and cables 


(Yt OS ЖУУ ЕН саша 800-491 -CYCO 


website: http://www.cycoactive.com 


boy, West Ted, Joey and Mr. Marshall. Mr. 
Healey will remember them when he thinks 
about Indiana, and | am proud to have 
these riders represent our state. Ш 


-Dirt Rider Mag 


Also distributed by Malcolm Smith Racing (Tucker/Rocky) 





AMA СМСС Series 


By Steven Adams 


Millfield, Ohio 9/13/98 

t was a hot, humid, dusty day in south- 

eastern Ohio, but a day that would 
belong to Team Suzuki's Rodney Smith. 
This year’s Grand National Cross Country 
Series has been one of the most exciting 
and hotly contested off-road series in 
America in years. Four different winners in 
nine rounds made for close racing and 
great spectating, but this Sunday there 
would be only one man to beat. Smith 
began the Burr Oak round with a 21-point 
lead over teammate Steve Hatch, who 
held a 15-point lead over defending 
GNCC Champion Scott Summers. Smith 
knew he was only one win away from his 
first National Cross Country title, and he 
rode to win. 

The race started on the now customary 
motocross track, as they lined up on the 
field just ahead of the starting gate. The 
first turn was a gradual left that quickly 
became a tight hairpin, and of course a 
good bottleneck, as each class got its 


Scott Summers crashed early on, losing 
valuable ground to Smith and finally set- 
tling for third overall. 
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That’s a high jump for Mike Lafferty, 
who finished fifth overall for the day. 


А” 


Rodney Smith 
Collected the Win & 
All the Marbles 


Steve Hatch.had a chance at 
the series win, but saw it dis- 
· appear.after a dust-clogged air 


filter stopped his bike. 


A 


N 


Photos by Karel Kramer/Dirt Rider 





on the bumpy track, put it back on and still 
finished second overall. 


Team Suzuki’s British import, Раш 
Edmondson, rallied up to second place 
until lost brakes faded him to fourth. 


Rodney Smith led the entire race, 
wire to wire, and picked up the 
championship along the way. 


respective green flag. The motocross 
track was well groomed with no major ruts 
or holes and none of the jumps sent you 
into orbit, which is good since most of us 
off-road guys panic when our wheels 
leave the ground. A few turns into the 
motocross portion, traffic was directed off 
the beaten path and up a hill into the 
woods...a taste of things to come. 

At the top of the short hill, the track 
immediately turned and sent you back 
down to the MX track. lIl never under- 
stand how the downside of the same 
slope can be so much steeper than the 
upside, but it sure was, especially when 
following thirty other screaming motorcy- 
cles surrounded by a cloud of dust. A few 
more turns after the bottom of the hill, the 
race went into the woods and off the moto 


portion of the track for the first lap. 

| went to the race with my bike secure- 
ly anchored in the back of my truck and 
my gear bag full of all the necessary 
armor to undertake a national event. 
When | finally arrived at the track, an hour 
later than expected due to my poor 
sense of direction, | thought | had a good 
reason to skip my first GNCC in months. 
After all, | was late. | could never mental- 
ly or physically prepare to compete, and 
no way did | have time for tech inspection 
or sign-up. But the Racer Productions 
ladies at sign-up convinced me that | had 
plenty of time. No matter how hard | tried 
to talk them out of it, they said | had lots 
of time before the start. 

The first flag flew a little after 1:00 p.m. 
My class started far enough back that | was 
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able to watch most of the field take the 
first turn and the ensuing motocross track 
long before my wheels would ever touch 
them. When we finally got the green flag, 
the moto portion was just as | expected— 
well groomed, watered, and mild. The first 
big hurdle of the day came just after we 
made the right turn and funneled into the 
woods. Vision was going to be today's 
worst enemy. Less than 50 feet into the 
woods it was painfully obvious that this 
first lap was going to require more luck 
than skill. If you were really lucky, you were 
out front and the dust from the class 
ahead of you had already settled. If you 
weren't that lucky, the dust was so thick 
that you literally couldn't see the end of 
your front fender. The only solution was to 
turn it down a notch, sit on the seat, put 
your outriggers out and ride by The Force. 
However, sitting on the seat was not the 
easiest thing to do since the quads had 
ridden the same course on Saturday, then 
the C and Senior classes rode it on 
Sunday morning. By the time the after- 





Atlantic City, liked it, and has been feeling 
out the series this year. Look for a possible 
full-scale assault in '99 from this fast New 
Jersey resident. 


Burr Oaks GNCC: Class Results 


Motocrosser Joel Dengler tried a GNCC in 


noon race left the starting grid, the course 
was dry, dusty, and very, very beaten up. 
At one point | found myself wondering 
exactly why | was out here, and cursing 
the Racer ladies who convinced me | had 
enough time to race. My feelings grew 
stronger when the course opened from 
the trees to a short stretch of field before 
entering the woods again. Well, it's a race, 
right? You have to go fast. By the time | 
got to the woods again, vision had 
decreased to absolutely zero and | found 
myself piled into a group of trees at the 
end of the field. Apparently the four other 
riders off the course and in the trees with 
me couldn't see the left turn at the end of 
the field either. 

By the start of the second lap riding 
conditions had improved dramatically. The 
pack had thinned considerably and you 
could almost see the obstacles ahead. 
Visibility was much improved and only a 
factor when you were either passing or 
being passed. Passing still became an 
intense maneuver, requiring much plan- 


Pro 200 B Open B 

1. Rodney Smith Suz 1. Cole Calkins Kaw 1. Kenneth Mills KTM 
2. Fred Andrews Kaw 2. Mike McCrea Kaw 2. Leonard Mesina KTM 
3. Scott Summers Hon 3. Rick Vandyne KTM 3. Benjamin Smith Hon 
4. Раш Edmondson Suz 4. Todd Nicklas KTM 4. Tim Prechtl KTM 
5. Michael Lafferty KTM 5. Jeremy Morris Suz 5. Steve Bower KTM 
Senior (40*) A 250A Mini Jr. 

1. Jeff Fredette Kaw 1. Robbie Jenks Yam 1. D R Atwood . Suz 

2. Richard Kresic Suz 2. Chuck Woodford Kaw 2. Justin Miller Yam 
3. Mike McCarren Yam 3. Aaron Kopp OPT 3. Joshua Gaitten Hon 
4. Mark Smith KTM 4. Ryan Rodgers Kaw 4. Tony Hall KTM 
5. Steven Hashman Suz 5. Jonathan Wendell Suz 5. Thad Duvall Kaw 
Senior (40+) B 250 B Mini Sr. 12-13 

1. James Vicheck Yam 1. Andy Shea KTM 1. Seth Patton Kaw 
2. Rick Thompson Kaw 2. Jeff Melik Yam 2. Ryan Hiscox Kaw 
3. Michael Schwartz Suz 3. Michael Faulk Suz 3. Brian Melik Kaw 
4. Andrew Wells Hon 4. Aaron Johns Yam 4. Cody Longwell Suz 

5. Jeff Atherton Hon 5. Brice Kriebel Yam 5. Brandon Pippenger Hon 
Vet (30+) A 4-Stroke A Mini Sr. 14-15 

2. Gene Onail Kaw 1. Harvey Whitaker Kaw 1. Joshua Knapp Кау/ 
1. Tim Shephard Yam 2. Don Bohn KTM 2. Jeffrey Eggleston Kaw 
3. Keith Rodgers Kaw 3. Darius Lattea Yam 3. Scott Watkins Kaw 
4. Robert Kirchner Suz 4. Kelvin Hull Kaw 4. Josh Powell Kaw 
5. Troy Schlereth Hon 5. John Grimm Hon 5. Justin Maxwell Kaw 
Vet (304) B 4-Stroke B Women 

1. Doug Gifford Hon 1. Jonathan Skinner Yam 1. Jennifer Shultz Kaw 
2. Mike Jenkins Suz 2. Marty Michels Hon 2. Julie Prather Hon 
3. Dean Woolf. KTM 3. Jeff Corra Hon 3. Bonita Kelley Kaw 
4. Ronald Martine KTM 4. Any Brannon Hon 125/200 С 

5. Daniel Kendra Yam 5. Dave Stoneburner Yam 1. Jerod Deahl Yam 
200A Open A 2. Justin Maxwell Kaw 
1. John Bennett Yam 1. Michael Grizzle Hbg 3. Travis Sullivan Yam 
2. Steven Graves Suz 2. Dave Gunn KTM 4. Adam Kraft Suz 

3. Mark Sherwood KTM 3. Mark Adkins Suz 5. Thomas Grogg Yam 
4. Syd Loveday Yam 4. Wayne Perdue KTM 

5. Jeff Koviak KTM 5. Matt Pursley HUS 
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250/0pen C 

1. Marty Aloisio Yam 
2. Sean Clayton Yam 
3. Ryan Mayle Kaw 
4. Keith Vermillion Hon 
5. Tom Morrison KTM 
4-Stroke С 

1. Mark Steen Hon 
2. Mark Fox Hon 
3. Philip Hughes Kaw 
4. David Mihalko Hon 
5. Rick Barner Hon 
Senior (40+) C 

1. Lawrence Black Hon 
2. Steve Brunton Yam 
3. Rodney Frecker Hon 
4. Marty Thacker Kaw 
5. Jeff Melnick Kaw 
Super Senior A 

1. Wayne Beatty Yam 
2. Frank Erbe Yam 
3. John Gallagher KTM 
4. Terry Flynn Hon 
5. Harry Greenlee Yam 
Super Senior B 

1. Don Rye Hon 
2. Jack Falbo Kaw 
3. Joe Klinsensmith _ Yam 
4. Richard Scott Yam 
5. Donald Rice Yam 
Vet (30+ ) C 

1. Mike Messenger Kaw 
2. Charles Schmitt KTM 
3. Jeffrey Moore Yam 
4, Neil Bouchillon Yam 
5. Richard White Yam 








Doug Blackwell topped the AMA National 
Hare Scrambles series this year, but only 
managed a so-so finish in GNCC. In '99 
he'll be tougher. 








ning and forethought to select the perfect 
point of attack. | understand that condi- 
tions remained this way throughout the 
race and the track never changed dramat- 
ically. | wouldn't know, as a second lap 
crash rendered my bike unridable and 
ended my second GNCC of 1998. 

My early retirement from the race did 
give me a chance to watch some pretty 
good racing from the pit area, however. 1 
watched as the leaders circled the dusty 
track 6 times in the 3 hours and 4 minutes 
following the waving of the green flag. The 
first to cross the flag was Team Suzuki's 
Rodney Smith who wrapped-up the series 
tile with his fourth win of the season. 
Smith led the entire race except for the 
first few turns at the start. 

Defending Champion Scott Summers 
got a mid-pack start but crashed early on 
and lost valuable time. Summers rode 
consistently hard and was able to finish 
third on the day just behind Fred Andrews, 
who had some difficulties of his own. 
Andrews was nearly taken out of the race 
when his carburetor fell off after tangling 
with a lapped rider. Apparently some 
bumping caused his carburetor to come 
out of the airbox boot and a hard landing 
from a jump jarred the carb out of the 
intake. Andrews quickly replaced the carb 
and began a charge for the lead, but fell 
Short and finished second, more than six 
minutes behind Smith. 

Paul Edmondson and Michael Lafferty 
rounded out the top five positions. 
Edmondson had been as high as second 


AMA 


SANCTIONED 








place until he lost his rear brakes on the 
second to last lap and fell to fourth. Two- 
time National Enduro Champ Mike 
Lafferty rode strong all day finishing fifth, 
only seconds behind Edmondson. Team 
Suzuki rider Steve Hatch was a contender 
for the lead until a dust-clogged air filter 
took him out of the race with only one lap 
to go. Hatch remarked after the race that 
filter skins would have probably been a 
good idea in the dusty conditions. Only 
minutes after the race, Rodney Smith 
stood atop the podium holding his first- 
ever GNCC National #1 plate as track offi- 
cials and announcers congratulated him 
and his team for their win. Meanwhile, in 
the pits, the rest of the field tried to catch 
its collective breath, cool down, and 
shake off the dust. When asked about the 
conditions, Smith didn’t even remark 
about the dust—but when you're out 
front the entire race, you never see much 
dust. Scott Summers was a little more 
forthcoming: “It was the dustiest race 
ever. You were at the mercy of the guy in 
front of you. The motocross track was the 
only place to pass; a C rider could have 
led an entire lap if they got in front of you.” 
On a different day after a different sum- 
mer, the Burr Oak track would have been 
great fun to ride. But on this day after this 
dry summer, conditions left a bit to be 
desired. Not enough, though, to keep the 
top riders in the world from providing 
good racing and entertainment for the 
fans. And not enough to keep a new 
Champion from being crowned. W 
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The Lost 








Resurrectin 


a Trailosaurus 





ou mighta’ known it was coming. 

First, vintage street bikes were big. 
Then vintage dirt bikes caught on. Now a 
whole new crop of baby-boomers are hit- 
ting their mid-life crises and looking for 
that first bike to restore. 

For many, it was a cheap, mass-pro- 
duced, on/off road bike, built in huge num- 
bers to cash in on the trail riding boom of 
the early '70s. So, in garages across 
America, vintage enthusiasts are bringing 
back to life these extinct creatures that 
once roamed the earth. 


Let the Search Begin 

A '68 Yamaha DT-1 was my first choice 
for a second-childhood project. In 1970 it 
became my first in a long line of trail bikes, 
but | figured the chances of finding one 
locally were slim to none. Let's face it, 
most 30-year-old Japanese machines 
now have weeds growing out of them. So 
my classified ad read: “Wanted: "68-773 
Yamaha 250cc-360cc Enduro, any 
condition." 

The ad dredged up two bikes, both 
360s. One was a mostly intact '72 model 


that had been ridden hard and put up wet. 
The other, a "73, was stripped down for 
racing. At $200 and $500, neither was a 
bargain. Bummer. 

But just two weeks later, this ad popped 
up in the local daily: "Yamaha 1973 
Enduro 360cc, runs, $250 OBO." | was on 
it like a duck on a june bug. 

It looked like hel, but the odometer 
claimed only 7,270 miles. The owner's wife 
took my $100 offer in a nanosecond to get 
the eyesore off her patio. 

The '73 RT was the fourth and last year 





Restoring vintage bikes, 
like the author's “blast 
from the past" '73 Yamaha 
360 Enduro, сап Бе fun 
and rewarding, or a hellish 
nightmare. A common- 
sense approach can pre- 
vent the latter. 
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for the big Yamaha two-stroke before it 
was redesigned into the heavy, 
unimpressive DT360. Compared to 
the high-strung European on/off road bikes 
in its class (like the Bultaco 360 Montadero) 
the RTS was a true dual purpose bike, not 
a barely-legal competition trail machine. 

The Yamaha didn't sport state-of-the-art 
off-road handling, but it was dependable 
and had an engine that delivered a John 
Deere-like, low-end pull that opened up 
into a usable powerband that hung on 
until over 6500 rpm. 


Mechanical Triage 
After some brilliant investigative work 
(no gas and a bad plug), the RT started 


Soft, no-monkey-butt seats were the 
widest part of the highly successful line of 
Yamaha Enduros. 


right up as advertised —so far, so good. A 
quick ride around the block confirmed the 
existence of a clutch and five gears. Then 
the disassembly began. 

The front brake shoes and drum were 
fine. Surprisingly, a foam air filter was pre- 
sent and the tiny, 6-volt battery took a 
charge. The exhaust needed only paint 
and the cables were all good. 

The double-cradle tube frame sported 
normal rust, but no bends or cracks. All 
instruments and electricals, except the 
taillight and turn signals, had survived. 

On the down side, the seat looked like it 
had lost a fight with a grizzly. The oil tank 
was terminally caved in, and the rear brake 


READ BEFORE OPENING 


(A Restoration Project) 

Pick a bike you can find parts for. Rare models are enticing, but if you can’t 
find parts you’re screwed. (Ancient Wisdom: The more they made, the more are 
still around). 

If you plan to license your bike, ensure that it has a title, or that you can get 
one. This vital detail is often overlooked in the heat of a passionate purchase. If 
in doubt about the paperwork, call the DMV. 

Carefully weigh your initial investment. Cheap basket cases are tempting, but 
for every $100 you save on the bike itself, you’ll spend twice as much restoring 
it. Consider a bike in medium condition. It will give you restoration experience, but 
not too much of it. 

Don’t even start if you aren’t the left-brain type. If patient, methodical 
and analytical (accent on the “anal”) aren’t on your list of attributes, find 
another hobby. 

Clymer or Haynes manuals are worth their weight in gold. Photos of the model 
when it was new are helpful, too, especially with things like cable/wire routing 
and paint schemes. Get photos from old magazine article reprints sold by firms like 
Whitehorse Press. Manufacturer ads and brochures work, too, and are available 
for sale from Internet sites such as Robbie Dale Jackson’s Motorcycle Memories 
(www.motorcyclememories.com) and MotoCom.com. 

Powdercoat the frame, swingarm, skid plate and as many other parts as possi- 
ble. It looks great, holds up well and is surprisingly affordable. 

Mark all wires as you disconnect them so you won't need a wiring diagram (or, 
as in my sad case, a mechanic) to sort them all out later. 

Expect the project to take twice as long—and cost twice as much—as you 
planned, but don't let that stop you. 

Get ready to talk about your bike with people who didn't care before. Vintage 
on/off road machines were much louder than today's bikes. Neighbors you've 
never met will knock on your door to discuss this phenomenon. 

Once your prehistoric beast is back clawing at the trail, you'll quickly find that 
its technology ís dismal by today's standards. But that old dirt monster will do one 
thing a new one can't—take you back to when trail bikes were young, the dirt was 





always perfect and the days lasted forever. 


shoes and drum were badly scored. The 
bars were bent beyond repair. To add 
insult to injury, someone had bolted on a 
high, plastic front fender and an ugly, plas- 
tic YZ-style gas tank. 


Lookin’ for Parts in All Sorts of Places 

Replacement parts ended up coming 
from sources in California to Minnesota, 
and several places in between. 

Local Yamaha dealers in Colorado 
Springs — Apex Sports and Rocky Mountain 
Oycle Plaza— provided a few OEM parts 
and a new 21-inch front tire. Especially 
hard-to-find items—an NOS oil tank and 
seat with a new cover—came from Joe 
Arranaga's Vintage Dirt & Trail, a Jurassic 
boneyard in Laguna Niguel, California, and a 
great source for elusive vintage off-road 
Yamaha (and Suzuki) dirt bike parts. 

Action Oycles in Colorado Springs, the 
largest local motorcycle salvage operation 
in the U.S., yielded the bulk of the used 
parts | needed —a steel gas tank, fenders, 
chainguard, taillight, handlebars and turn 
signals. Eric Drouillard, of Eric’s Cycle 
Source down the street, located a rear 


wheel for me. Fork seals, chain and 
sprockets came via mail order from Dennis 
Kirk in Minnesota. | found swingarm and 
brake pedal bushings (oops! melted in the 
powder-coating oven!) at Lenny’s Cycle 
Salvage in Omaha, Nebraska while on 
vacation. 

Early on, it was obvious that a 95- 
percent solution would be faster and 
cheaper than a full “concours” restoration. 
So a few compromises were in order. For 
example, replacements for the many rot- 
ten rubber grommets, O-rings and hoses, 
as well as for rusty, rounded-off bolts, 
came from The Helpful Hardware Man's 
stash of doodads. 


A Bucket of Elbow Grease 

Over the course of the nine-month project 
| spent countless hours hunched over 
mean-looking parts, armed only with a siz- 
able cache of WD-40, #0000 steel wool, 
cotton swabs and Simichrome. 

The quarter century of accumulated dirt, 
gunk, rust and grease | found could have 
served as a counterweight for a forklift. А 
Dremel tool came in handy for rust 
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а”, ts at { 
Imagine riding in mud with this kind of front 
fender clearance. Scary. 





Before they were routed through frames 
and behind side covers, exhaust sys- 
tems were proudly displayed works of 
art. The graceful sweep of the RT's muf- 
fler can have Viagra-like effects on true 
Vintage trail riders. 

















Metal fenders were once the only fenders. The RT has the tini- 
est amount of plastic; the rest is rubber, aluminum and steel— 


lots of steel. 
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The 351cc two-stroke 
engine produced 32 bhp in 
a wide, user-friendly 
powerband. On the down 
side, the beast can kick 
back and make your right 
calf look like a raw beef 
tenderloin. 








Now that’s a taillight! It’s almost as big as 
the headlight. 





removal, cutting and polishing. Every sal- 
vageable part was re-worked; anything 
questionable got replaced. 

Major engine expenses never material- 
ized. Compression was fine, so Eric’s 
Cycle Source just rebuilt the 32mm 
Mikuni and handed the 351cc, 32-horse 
mill back to me. Later, Eric also trou- 
bleshot wiring problems. 

| couldn't face repainting the RT with the 
original, gaudy, ‘73 color scheme—Mojave 
Red (metallic orange) with black and white 
stripes, so | opted for the businesslike, all-sil- 
ver, '72 pattern instead. 

Tom Byers of Painted Stuff in Englewood, 
Colorado, did the painting and bodywork 
(tank and fender dents). Taint Paint in 
Colorado Springs powdercoated the 
frame and other gloss-black parts. Ш 
Don Planalp is a vintage bike collector 
and certified trail bike fanatic. Halfway 
through his RT restoration, he found his 
next project, that elusive '68 Yamaha 
DT-1. 









Tire Touring 


Knobbed Out By Mark Uth 


Dunlop Introduces Two New Tires You Need to Try 






















Huntsville, AL 9/20/98 
he Dunlop Tire Corporation invited 
| the working press to a formal intro- 
duction this past September of two 
new knobby tires about to join the Dunlop 
lineup. Hosted by Dunlop's off-road team 
at its U.S. proving grounds in Huntsville, 
Alabama, unveiled were the D739 and 
D756 off-road meats. While the agenda 
naturally included informative technical dis- 
cussions about the tires' design, develop- 
ment and manufacture, the lion's share of 
our time was spent thrashing the new rub- 
ber mounted on a variety of late model dirt 
bikes at Dunlop's exclusive off-road testing 
area. After the obligatory tour of Dunlop's 
co-located Huntsville tire manufacturing 
factory, two days were spent slip-sliding 
around the SX, MX and off- 
road tracks carved 
into Alabama's snotty , 
orange soil. Heres the @ 


Proof that the right tire—and the right 
[ [| photographer—can make any rider. 
look’ hot. Mark‘Uth trying to.n 
| time оп Dühlopis.neWtubbe 


Action photos by Kinney Jones 


DUNLOP OFF-ROAD TIRE LINE OVERVIEW 

dding the D739 and D756 tires to Dunlop's knobby tire line-up certainly clears up 

ome product application problems. For a versatile tire that will see most of its use 

on groomed tracks or hard terrain, the D739 is the ticket. No doubt you’ll see scads of | 
them in NETRAland next year. On the other hand, for soft to intermediate conditions, the + 
D756 should find plenty of use in the wetter and muddier parts of the country. Gone is the 
D737 which never really found a niche, anyway. Our one regret is that this leaves Dunlop with- ¥ 
out a true soft terrain tire like the sand-only K990, something very important to riders from sand 
boxes such as South Jersey, the Southeast and Florida. Sure, the D755 rear is a fine tire, thank < Oy 
you very much, and will continue to be produced іп the foreseeable future. However, neither the ~ 
D755 front (or in all likelihood D756) optimizes soft terrain performance. The reason is that the stiffer — 
carcasses of the D755 and new D756 make them less than ideal for soft sand conditions because the tire will not 
“float” over loose stuff unless running extremely low tire pressures (approximately 5 psi). The unfortunate side effect 


The D739 tires are 
set to replace the 
venerable 490/695 
combination, and 
the rear 739 looks 
a lot like a 695. 
The D739 front is 
the New England 
tire, take our word 
for it! 


of this solution is reduced flat protection. Fortunately, Dunlop’s Off-Road Racing product manager Brian Fleck hints that 
a new, exclusively soft terrain tire is under development, a tire aimed at rivaling the famed K990. In the interim, Fleck 
said that the center knobs of the D752 (the center knob of the three-knob bar), can be trimmed out for vastly improved 
soft terrain performance. Not having seen any K990s for some time, we’re dying to put this trick to the test. 














FROM DRAWING BOARD TO DIRT 
S. you want to design a new tire? Amazingly, 
all knobby tire designs begin their life as a 
completely hand-cut pattern, produced from a 
generic blank tire carcass. Knob patterns origi- 
nate from engineers, designers 
and draftsmen (CAD operators) 
who collectively do their home- 
work to come up with potentially 
improved designs that eventually 
end up on an engineering drawing. 
That drawing and a completely 
blank (slick) tire, produced 
specifically for this purpose, are 
turned over to bladesmen who 
hand-carve the initial prototypes 
in the likeness of the drawn 
design. More than eight hours of 2 
cutting time might be required to 
produce each: and every initial 
prototype. After rigorous track- 
proven testing of the prototypes, 
a pattern mold is created for knobby patterns that 
show promise. 

Then comes experimentation with tire construc- 
tion techniques, materials and rubber compounds, 
each followed by more track testing. Pattern and 
material combinations that pass muster are then 
race-proven by Dunlop support riders in practice 
sessions and actual competition. Feedback gener- 
ated here goes back to the factory for final tweak- 
ing and production decisions. The whole affair is a 
multi-year process. For example, the D739 tire 
development spanned a full three years, while the 
D756 was in the works for nearly two. 


Checking the spin-factor 
in the Alabama clay. 
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Taking a big bite of the MX track— 


D739:Intermediate Improvement 

The D739 replaces Dunlop's venerable intermediate/hard terrain combo, the 
K490 front and K695 rear, and claims measurable across-the-board performance 
improvements over both. The K490/K695 combo has long been a favorite of riders 
in northeastern mud and rocks, the soft tread compound providing good grip over 
the hard stuff (read: rocks) with decent flat protection 
and an affable knob pattern. 

Soon to be Dunlop's premier tire for groomed, 
indoor racing venues, the D739 front and rear has a 
similar tread pattern to the 490/695, except for a 
more rounded shoulder. This should improve slide 
control in transitional conditions and ruts, while a 
stiffer carcass fuels claims of improved cornering 
precision and stability. 

Because of its long development cycle, the D739 
saw considerable use during the '98 racing season. 
Dunlop support riders such as Ezra Lusk and 
Rodney Smith had plenty of success during last 
year's campaigns. We here at Trail Rider have been 
riding bikes shod with prototype D739 fronts as well. 
We tried them in various rock runs this past season 
and found them to work great. Traction over round- 
ed New England-type rocks is better than the K490, while flat protection is nearly 
as good as the almost unsinkable K139. Overall traction is good in tacky loam, while 
surprisingly, for just plain trail riding, it doesn't work too bad in the sand either. 
Locally, we've been really impressed and excited about the 739. 

D756: New Softie 

The Dunlop D756 line is earmarked to replace the existing D752 intermediate- 
to-soft terrain tire. While the D752 leans more toward a soft terrain bias, the D756 
has an intermediate terrain slant. Like the D739, the D756 claims performance 
improvements in every measurable parameter over the tire that it replaces. Most 
notable, tread compound is reported to be lighter yet more durable. This bodes 
well for improved performance over bumps and trail obstacles (less unsprung 
weight) with greater longevity to boot. The D756 front sports pyramid-shaped 
knobs not unlike the current D755 front (also an intermediate terrain tire), however 
knob spacing is a little tighter. 


| the essence of traction. 








The D756 rear is unlike anything currently 
in Dunlop's lineup. On both D756 front and 
rear tires, shorter shoulder knobs spell bet- 
ter traction in ruts and flat corners with 
improved breakaway feel. Our only D756 
testing was during the recent festivities in 
Huntsville. Quite frankly, it was hard to get 
a real impression of 0756 attributes from 
Dunlop's test area due to clay-based soil 
conditions. Basically, anything and every- 
thing works when soil is tacky and traction 
is good, while almost nothing works when 
Soil is wet and slick. All tires pack up quickly 
in clay mud. 

No doubt the D756 worked better than 
the D739 in the "ravine" (a wet, slimy 
canyon bisecting the off-road sections of 
the course), however, without a true soft 
terrain tire to compare it to, it was hard to 
qualify that performance. Test tires are on 
their way, so look for a better impression in 
a follow-up report. However, based on our 
experience with other Dunlop tires, opinion 
suggests that the D756 will likely find a 
slightly different niche than the D752, one 


) 
m à X 
You might not believe it, but here's a hand- 
carved D739 rear prototype test tire. 


that could in fact increase its popularity. 
True soft terrain and sand riders will likely 
continue to look for remaining stocks of 
K990 and D752s (at least for the time 
being—read on). 

Dunlop remains the only motorcycle tire 
manufacturer that actually builds tires here 
in the U.S.—at its Buffalo, New York, man- 
ufacturing facility. Although most Dunlop 
off-road tires are made in France, Dunlop’s 
U.S. operations play a pivotal role in the 
development of new motorcycle tires, 
employing a full-time professional test rider 
(Danny Roberts) who boasts considerable 
motorcycle racing achievements to his 
credit, on and off road. Expect to find D739 
and D756 tires in your dealer's showrooms 
this fall in a variety of sizes to fit today’s off- 
road scoots. Pricing is expected to be com- 
parable to current Dunlop tires. Ш 





The new D756 is made to replace 
the soft surface 752 and 755 


tires. They seem to be a 
good compromise 
tire, especially in $$ 
the Alabama mud. 





NETRA Hare Scrambles 


Closing 








е AL ИТЕ 


The Decision is In, But the 
Racing’s Still Great 


By Cheri Alix 


Round 10 Petersburgh, NY 9/13/98 

Former NETRA Champion and local 
favorite Scott Phelps made his once- 
a-year appearance at his home track 
and dusted the competition. 

The Stateline club laid out a 9-mile 
course that started in a cow field on 
the side of a mountain. The course 
zig-zagged the riders across the face 
of a hill several times before shooting 
them straight up the hill, into the 
woods. Most of the track consisted of 
cow paths that ran up and down the 
mountain, with both single and double 
track trails. Some sections were very 
rocky and moist and others were very 
dry with soft, sandy hillclimbs. There 
were a few really fast off-camber field 
sections. Any section that was 
exposed to direct sunlight was 
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Brian Lawson (#13) and Luke 
McNeil battled this close through 
much of the race. 
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Riding a conservative race апа ensuring his points lead, Pat 


Timothy finished second overall. 


extremely dusty. 

Only one row of Novice riders 
made the first steep incline off the 
start. Once one rider went down it 
was a domino effect, with bikes 
and riders cartwheeling to the 
bottom or off into the brush. It 
took more than 10 minutes after 
the final row went off before all the 
riders cleared the section. 
Yamaha 250 rider Eric Kipp made 
the hill without any trouble and 
went on to take the Novice class 
High Point, with almost a minute 
on second place finisher, fellow 
250 rider Craig Colvin. 

At 1:00 p.m., 115 Experts and 
Amateurs lined up for the start of 
the main event. Nine AA riders 


were on the front row when the 
flag was dropped. The riders 
came right off the start, down a 
hill, then had to take a 90-degree 
turn straight back up the hill 
before veering to the left and 
across the face of the hill. 
Midtown Kawasaki/C-Cycle/ 
Spectro/FMF/Clarkie/Steahly- 
backed Patrick Timothy grabbed 
the holeshot, with Scott Phelps, 
Putnam's Luke McNeil and Tom 
Norton hot on his tail. But Phelps 
was on the gas, and as they 
made the first turn up the hill 
Phelps had taken over the lead. 
Being out front was definitely an 
advantage off the line. By the time 
the fifth bike came across the hill, it 







was a complete dust bowl. The trail of dust 
stayed with the riders until they hit the 
woods. 

Phelps' lead was short lived. Timothy 
was hanging on in second place and had 
no intention of letting off and before they hit 
the first hill climb, Timothy was out in front. 

The riders didn't go far into the woods 
when many realized they had the wrong 
suspension settings. The club has only 
used this course two other times in the 
past nine years, so many riders were at a 
loss for what to run. Both Timothy and 
Norton had a problem right off the bat. 

Timothy managed to hold off Phelps for 
the entire lap, but lost the lead when he 
came into the pits to adjust his suspen- 
sion. "| definitely had the rebound too 
fast," said Timothy. "| needed to slow it 
down, but when | came into the pits no 
one was ready and | was in too much of a 
rush to wait. When I finally adjusted it the 
next lap, it was so much easier to ride." 

Phelps didn't get to put too much dis- 
tance on Timothy before he was right 
back on his tail. “1 caught Phelps at the 
hill and got right on him. | wanted to get 
past and put as much distance on 
Norton as possible for year-end points. 1 
finally got the chance and went for it in a 
muddy rut section and instantly knocked 
my chain off," shrugged Timothy. Luckily 
it was a quick fix for Timothy and only 
Pub Racing's Brian O'Neil got past. 
Norton was back in fourth place, down 





Scott Phelps came out of retirement and 








showed the gang that he still knew how-to win. <> sae 5. 





one minute, with McNeil in fifth, down 
another 15 seconds. 

At the end of the second lap, it was 
Phelps way out in front with almost a 
minute on second-place Timothy. Not 
halfway into the second lap, Ken Valentine 
and Brian Lawson both caught and 


Overall Champion 
Scott Phelps 

A High Point 
Chris Panzella 

B High Point 
Lorne Goralnik 

C High Point 
Eric Kipp 

AA 

1. Scott Phelps 

2. Patrick Timothy 
3. Ken Valentine 
4, Brian O’Neil 

5. Luke McNeil 
Junior 

1. Nathan Kanney 
2. Boyd Brower 
3. Thomas Sheehan 
4. Ryan Dellaghelfa 
§, Adam Aborn 
Mini 

1. William Rowe 
2. Ryan Sheehan 
8. Scott DeCosta 
4. Paul Dellaghelfa 
5. Brad Hayden 
Women 

1. Dawn Silvia 

2, Dawn Shayer 
Novice 250 

1. Eric Kipp 

2. Craig Colvin 


3. Michael Buck 


4. Matt Pollard 

5, Eric Poirot 
Novice 125 

1. Steve Rancourt 
2. Ronald Brundidge 
3. Michael Wolf 

4. Michael Sears 

5. Evan Chochrek 
Novice 200 

1. Charles Geroux 
2. Todd Harris 

3. Shane Hathaway 
4. Rick Blei 

5. Andrew Cushing 
Novice Veteran 

1. Charles Smith 

2. Mark Simmons 
3. Thomas Vallee 

4 John Hand 

5. Bill Wilson 
Novice Open 

1. James Bain 

2. Liam Zibell 

3. Eric Mirke 

4. John Pollard 
Novice Four Stroke 
1. Chris Nicholas 

2. Paul Phillips. 

3. JJ Sullivan 
Novice Senior 

1. Brian Provencher 


2. Thomas Curtin 
Super Senior 

1. Thomas Simeon 
Amateur 250 

1. Gerard Hayner 
2 Keith Bonney 

3. Todd Hamilton 
4. David Vallee 

5. Luke Dawson 
Amateur 200 

1. Robert Maxon 
2. Todd Santheson 
3. Robert Rowe 

4. Charles Hathaway 
5. David Popielski 
Amateur Veteran 
1. David Bonsall 

2. Eric Reinhard 

3. Brian Brewer 

4. Dale Wager 
Amateur Open 

1. Lorne Goralnik 
2. Casey Griswold 
3. Tom Mooney 

4. Steven Poplasky 
Amateur Four Stroke 
1. Stace Ames 

2. David Malinnes 
3. Brian Sebben 
Amateur Senior 
1. Chris Fahan 

2. David Kanney 





passed the fifth-place Yamaha of Putnam's 
McNeil. Valentine was able to pull away 
from the two riders, putting 30 seconds on 
them by the end of the third lap. Norton 
was also passed by the three riders, com- 
ing around in seventh place at the end of 
the second lap and calling it a day. 


3. Robert Larson 
Expert 250 

1. DJ Lis 

2. Dennis Decker 
3. Josh Hackett 
4. Dave Simcock 
5. Chris Cramer 
Expert 200 

1. Jess Berthiaume 
2. Bob Santheson 
3. Chris Crispin 

4. Nathan Kanney 
5. Drew Carpenter 
Expert Veteran 
1. Craig Pratt 

2. Marty Hears 

3. Martin Griff 

4. Robert Carlson 
5. Mark White 
Expert Open 

1. Chris Panzella 
2. Dan Dalomone 
3. Pete Byrne 

4, Bob North 

5. Roger Billharz 
Expert Four Stroke 
1. Chris West 

2. Brooks Hamilton 
Expert Senior 

1. Frank Worthann 
2. Robert White 

3. Steven Kanya 
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SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


BIDDEFORD 
OUTDOOR POWER 


“Your Off-Road Specialists” 








* Motorcycles/Minis 

* Sales, Service & Parts 
• Engine Rebuilding 

° Full Line of 
Accessories 

* Financing Available 


* UPS Daily 
aie 
(207)286-8589 => 
1998 KTM & Husaberg 
Special Blow-Out Pricing! 
1999 KTMs and Husabergs in Stock! 













426 Elm St., Biddeford, ME 04005 


VUSABER(T 








| *Randy Hawkins 
| *Rodney Smith 
*Steve Hatch 
*Paul Edmondson 
*Scott Plessinger 
*Jason Dahners 
*Fred Andrews 








Other Products Available 
*Lighting Coil $79-$159 
*Skid Plates $32-$55 
Chain Guides $39-$40 
Kick Stands $40-$59 
* Torque Pipes $174-$224 








USA/CANADA 
1-800-800-2363 
OUTSIDE USA 


3850 Pioneer Rd. 
1-541-535-4896 Medford, OR 97501 
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"| went down hard on the first lap, 
knocking me back a few places, " said a 
disappointed Norton. "Then on the second 
lap | hit a rock and had a near- 
death Superman save. Between that 
and seeing all the carnage earlier in the 
day, | decided that this just wasn't going to 
be my day." 

Timothy found out about his rival's 
demise at the end of the third lap and 
pulled back the reins for the remainder of 
the race. After having an all-out battle for 
two laps, McNeil and Lawson also 
decided to slow it down going into the 
final two laps. 

"It was just too nasty out there. My 
bike was pounding me and | know 
Lawson was having the same problem," 
said McNeil after the race. "You just 
couldn't keep it full on all day like that 
without getting hurt." 

Someone should have told that to 
Phelps. Phelps continued to pull away 
from the pack every lap. After six laps 
and almost two and a half hours of rac- 
ing, Phelps took the checkered flag with 
just under five minutes on second-place 
finisher Timothy. Valentine had moved 





Chris Panzella looking for his pit crew 
on his way to the High Point A win. 


his way into third place on the fourth lap 
taking a top three finish, down less than 
one minute. O'Neil finished in fourth 
place with Expert Open rider, Willow's 
Motorsports' Chris Panzella taking fifth 
place honors. Panzella also earned him- 
self the Expert class overall for the sec- 
ond time in as many races. 

Expert 250 rider, Spectro/VMR- 
backed DJ Lis was the second Expert 
rider to cross the finish line taking sev- 


enth overall and first place in his class. 
The Junior class was run earlier in the 
day with Boyd Brower giving Nathan 
Kanney a run for his money. Kanney had 
to keep a sharp eye over his shoulder 
the entire race, with Brower staying with- 
in 10 seconds the entire three laps. It 








Run for cover! Bobble on the start hill 
and this is what happens. 














Get a little air and the rocks get much 
smoother. Michael Buck hops to a 
third in the C 250 class. 


was the closest race of the Junior class 
this year, with Kanney taking the win just 
inches ahead of Brower. William Rowe 
once again took the Mini class win, with 
Ryan Sheehan following in second 
place. Bl 


ECEA Enduro Racing 


Scrub Pine 


Fred Hoess once again ARCU zd ei. ' Mark Uth 
dominated at the OCCR va We eA) 5 nN | ГО 
Scrub Pine enduro. „ ; t Р í 


Round #17, New Lisbon, NJ 9/27/98 

red Hoess tightened his grip on the ECEA 
Enduro championship points race with a 
come-from-behind overall victory at the Scrub 
Pine Enduro. Piloting his Bromley Suzuki/Answer/ 
WER/Acerbis/Arai/Scott/Michelin-sponsored 
RM250 on the day, Hoess fell behind series rival 


























































Stops in a newly unveiled afternoon special test 
“һай featured back-to-back secret checks. Going 
-5 through the lengthy "Blueberry Farm" section, 


“12 card, while КТМ 250 rider Bill Atkinson 
*dropped 14 to fill the final podium position. 
The Ocean County Competition Riders (OCCR) 
laid out a near 80 mile ride in Lebanon State 
-Forest with the start located at the familiar Pakim 
~~ Pond Recreation Area. Race day conditions were 
“good, with cloudless clear skies throughout the 
day although unseasonably humid conditions and 
_ a daytime high near 90 degrees took its toll on 
“some riders. The course made use of typical pine 
“апа deciduous woodlands mostly north and east 
ача ы of Pakim Pond, which are laced with plenty of cool 
ж trails, none too demanding, for fast, easy cruising. 
727 However, the OCCR crew almost always packs а 

- trick or two up its collective sleeve, and this year 
was no exception. 
The morning loop was to include two points- 
‘taking sections and three late checks. A short 3.3 
.. mile section was run right out of the start control, 
with ап emergency check-out. It was here that 
Hoess and Rich Lafferty took the early lead, drop- 
ping. one point apiece, Lafferty getting the first 
edge in emergency points. A dozen or so other 
riders carded twos, with three being the most 
common score among A and B class riders. 
The morning showcase test came soon there- 
after, a.lengthy piece of trail, some 15 miles long, 
that housed three checks (check-in, mid-check 
and check-out). This section used a number of 
** Spliced together trails, much of it through mostly 

- open woods that sometimes wound back оп 
> itself. This unfortunately allowed riders in later 
rows to see those several minutes ahead of them, 
permitting course cutting, which of course took 





place. The end result was the disqualification of this 
major morning test. 

Soon after the midday gas stop came this year's 
trick or treat, depending on your perspective. The 
club unveiled a ten miles-plus section of fresh trail 
wound in and about various dikes, ditches and 
woodlots that surrounded an abandoned blueberry 
farm. There were numerous switchbacks and tricky 
bridge crossings within, but most memorable was a 
mere mile of trail hewn into the stands of overgrown 
blueberry bushes. Perhaps the most ignorant trail 
Section in recent memory, it was here that the race 
was won. This stamina-sapping section of tight trail, 
bar-locking 180 degree turns combined with rutted 
field furrows lined with brush stumps, took its toll on 
many riders who faded at the final check-out. 

Hoess however seemed unfazed by it all, going 4- 
5 through the two checks for a section-best nine 
points dropped. Rich Lafferty was closest, dropping 
5-6 for an 11, followed by Atkinson's 12 (5-7) and 
Dave Maco's 13 (5-8). This pretty much sealed the 
win for Hoess, who earned his ninth Grand Champ 
trophy of the season. Rich Lafferty stayed in the 
championship hunt with another second place, 
although time is no doubt running out for him. 

In the other series championship points battle, the 
one for the number three seed, Bill Atkinson cemented 
his lead over Jack Lafferty with his third-place finish (to 
Jack Jr.'s non-finish). Rounding out the top five overall 
were Dave Maco and Craig Shenigo, who dropped 16 
and 18 points respectively. Veteran class rider Maco's 
stellar ride earned him the High Point A trophy, while а 


Twisting it off a dike, Bill 
Atkinson has been riding 
"opas smooth this year" 


ж 


Scrub Pine Enduro Unofficial Results 


AA 5. Craig Cossaboon Yam 26 
1. Fred Hoess Suz 10 A Veteran 
2. Rich Lafferty КТМ 12 | 1. Dave Maco Suz 16 
3. Bil Atkinson KTM 14 | 2. Eric Koeller GG 19 
4. Craig Shenigo Yam 18 | 3. Mike Beeler Yam 20 
A125 4. Ken Law Hon 20 
1. M. Dean Spencer Yam 22 5. Scott Chapkovich Suz 20 
2. David Bostrom Yam 24 A Senior 
8, Greg Davies Yam 25 | 1. Clifford Tenney КТМ 21 
4. Mike Bianco Yam 25 | 2. Anthony TomaselloYam 23 
5. Craig Copeland TM 34 3. Chris Nolan Hon 23 
A200 4. Lou Green Yam 23 
1. Ed Hamilton Kaw 19 5. Wayne FontanazzaKTM 25 
2. Joseph Tavani Кам 20 A Super Senior 
З. Todd Lockard Кам 21 | 1. Scott Wolfersberger Yam 20 
4. Нобел Mohn Кам 24 | 2. Jack Lafferty, Sr. КТМ 26 
5. Вор Kirkpatrick КТМ 24 3. Jack Schwarz Kaw 29 
А250 4. George Clickner Kaw 30 
1. Jamie Wright Yam 19 5. Richard Trader КТМ 32 
2) Eric Pine Ноп 20 В125 
3. Bob Aldokimov Yam 21 1. Gerry Kitts TM 21 
4. Bob Solomon КТМ 22 | 2. Daniel Stoppi, Jr. 26 
5. Chuck Stapleford Kaw 23 | 3. JoeMarchesani Yam 30 
A Open 4. Steve Brown Suz 30 
1. Byron Culbertson Hon 24 5. Aaron Kalshner G-G 33 
2. James Landvater Jr. КТМ 26 B200 
3. John Walaszek КТМ 27 i. Bill Hess Kaw 26 
4. James Reber, Sr. Kaw 33 | 2. George Mamounis KTM 29 
5. Scott Devecchio Yam 66 | 3. John Castaldi Kaw 30 
A Four Stroke 4. David Moorehause Kaw 32 
1. Mike Mchale Yam 20 5. Chris Ваш Kaw 36 
2. Lewis J Smith Jr. Hon 22 | B250 
3. Joe Wallace Hon 23 1. Mike Tavani Kaw 20 
4. Steven Larkin Yam 24 2. Bill Gilbert Yam 21 
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3. Robert E. Trout Jr. Yam 
4. Raymond MckownKaw 
5. BrianSerbazco Hon 
B Open 

1. Rod White, Jr. KTM 
2. George Sigler KTM 
3. Eric Aaroe KTM 
4. Michael Sharp KTM 
5. Апі Deo KTM 
B Four Stroke 

1. Rob Comber Yam 
2. Charles Sullivan Hon 
3. Chris Crull Yam 
4. AlZabroski Hon 
5. David Oliver Hon 
B Veteran 

1. Steve Bromley КТМ 
2. Dan Polak Kaw 
8. Todd Fenton 

4. Marco Dottavio Hon 
5. Sean Kinley Suz 

B Senior 

1. Eric Hartem Hon 
2. Daniel Compton КТМ 
3. Jack Lewis Hon 
4. Herbert Zachau Kaw 
5. Joe Dublas Kaw 
B Super Senior 

1. JackLurtsema КТМ 
2. Fred Najork KTM 
3. Tim Stibitz Kaw. 
c200 

1. Matt Hurff Kaw 
2. Jeff Harrison Kaw 


23 
26 
32 


3. George Parker, Jr. Kaw. 
4. James Sanchez Kaw 
5, John Dobrosky, Jr. Yam 


C250 


1. Jason Campbell Yam 
2. Donald Kaoght KIM 
3.. Jeff Miller Hus 
4. Ronnel Lockley Suz 
5. Michael Aldakimov Yam 
C Open 

1.. Dan Towery Tri 
2. Bruce Clooney КТМ 
3. John Lockwood KIM 
С Four Stroke 

1. Frank Brewster Yam 
2. Brad Pace Hon 
8. Dennis Black KTM 
C Veteran 

1. Bill Gilmore Hon 
2. Bill Horseman KTM 
3. John Trendler Kaw 
4. Labe M Sutton, Jr. Kaw 
5. Paul Dengler, J. Yam 
Women 

1. Kathi Cambell Kaw 
2. Jennifer Eyrich Yam 
3. Merle Compton Kaw 
Dual Sport 

1. Richard Miller Hon 
Masters 

1. Sal Crocevera Hus 
2. Ed Baker Kaw 
3. Нобел Hoover Hon 


33 
165 
171 


26 
41 
78 


41 


43 
57 
57 








ists С. 


Rich Lafferty fell behind іп the Blueberry Farm, апа was left with second place. 











One of the mainstays of the Super Senior 
class, Rich Trader, claws out of a ditch. 


trio of 19 cards posted by Ed Hamilton 
(19/151), Jamie Wright (19/153), and Eric 
Koeller (19/161) were runners-up to the 
HPA, filing the sixth, seventh and eighth 
overall seeds, respectively. 

In the intermediate class, Kawasaki rider 
Mike Tavani claimed the High Point B 
award, eking out the single point win with a 
20/169 score. Runner-ups to the HPB were 
Yamaha rider Bill Gilbert and a TM-mounted 
Gerry Kitts who each posted 21-point 
cards. The top Novice class score on the 
day was, in our eyes, the 23 dropped by 
Veteran class rider Bill Gilmore. In a scoring 
snafu, a better score was in fact listed in our 
"unofficial" results by a C200 rider who will 
remain unnamed here. However, that score 
was no doubt bogus, including an amazing 
two at check number six, a feat which was 
an unrealistic two points better than Grand 
Champ Hoess. Rounding out notable fin- 
ishers, Kathi Cambell won the Women's 
class with a respectable 27 point score, 
while Sal Crocevera earned top honors in 
the Masters class. 

All in all, this year's Scrub Pine was a 
challenging event with an exceptional new 
section, the Blueberry Farm. Our hat's off 
to the responsible club member, "Psycho" 
John Hagan. Unfortunately, things were 
somewhat marred by the disqualification 
of checks four and five in the lengthy 
morning section, leaving only one emer- 
gency check as a result. Luckily, this did 
not significantly alter the day's outcome, 
as Hoess built a commanding lead in the 
farm, one that would not have likely been 
overcome in the faster sections that were 
disqualified. Ш 
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Michaux ! 


SMI nduro 


By Mark Uth 





Round 15 Shippensburg, PA 9/13/98 
B KTM/KTM factory-spon- 

sored rider Rich Lafferty used a 
Solid ride and some fortuitous breaks 
to put an end to defending champ 
Fred Hoess's streak of ECEA enduro 
overall victories. At the round 15 
Michaux Enduro, Lafferty eked out the 
overall win on emergency points over 
'96 series champ Mark Spence, each 
rider finishing with 6-point cards. 
Hoess filled out the podium finishing 
third. "It was a no B.S. race," Rich 
commented afterward, “with good 
check placement that kept everyone 
honest. Everything was working on my 
KTM and | was just having a good 
time." Rich lauded the performance of 
his Arai WER/MSR/Dunlop/Dunlop- 
ad/Spectro/FMF/Novacare/HRP/Moto 
Tassanari/Hellion/Enduro Engineer- 
ing-sponsored KTM 250 EXC on the 
day, and pointed to a switch in sus- 
pension tuners that helped him con- 
quer the Pennsylvania rocks and fast 
trail conditions. “ got Mike's [Lafferty] 


tuner, Alan Randt (KTM factory wrench 
and Enduro Engineering spin doctor), 
to set up my suspension and it was 
just awesome—it soaked up every- 
thing in its path." 

Good working equipment notwith- 
standing, it took a gaffe in Spence's 
day to seal the victory for Richard. 
Spence and Lafferty traded blows all 
day long, Spence twice leading (beat- 
ing Rich for a point at checks two and 
nine) and Richard twice coming back 
to even things up. Spence should 
have won it too, except for a double 
shot of problems that began with his 
timekeeping equipment late in the day. 
A computer meltdown caused him to 
unnecessarily drop a point at check 
14, the day's final check, and one that 
was easily zeroed by top riders. Earlier 
in the day, Lafferty gained a point at 
check seven, an e-check that also 
yielded an edge іп seconds. 
Combining the two, Spence ended up 
the bridesmaid, finishing with a six 
card but losing on seconds. Hoess 


Maria, Ryder and Richard Lafferty feeling good 
after a win at the Michaux enduro. 









Mark Spence, wearing his post-race 
BMX face after the Michaux. 


afterward said his riding position (row 
35) contributed to his third-place fin- 
ish. While overtaking slower riders 
perhaps factored in, Freddy still fin- 
ished a strong seven points down and 
even beat Spence's e-point score, 
110 to 118. 

The South Penn Enduro Riders had 
laid out an 80-mile ride for the day that 
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included a significant amount of new trail 
for the first time in several years. Race 
day weather was clear and a bit warmer 
than usual with temperatures easily into 
the high 80s. Most trail was clear and dry, 
plenty fast for riders willing to screw it on 
over trail and wood roads littered with 
loose granite. Sections were short, with 
ample post-check-out resets to get all 
back on time. There were no real stop- 
pers, although a couple of nasty uphill 
climbs in the morning loop managed to 
trap many novice riders. A dozen or more 
were seen stranded on one such climb 
that at first look wasn't all that steep. 
However, ruts and crevasses formed 
between loose boulders separated by 
fine dry silt defeated momentum, provid- 
ing little traction. The aroma of ethylene 
glycol hung thick in still air. New trail sec- 
tions provided another highlight, fresh 
, serpentine tracks of brown loam wound 
“Front desk? Can you send someone up to change the tires on my Husky?" Mark Uth among stands of picturesque mountain 








preparing for the Shippensburg enduro. laurel. No doubt a fun ride. 
Michaux Enduro: Class Results 
Grand Champion A Four Stroke B250 C200 
Rich Lafferty KTM 6 1. Joe Wallace Hon 10 1. Ray McKnown Kaw 16 1. Ryan Fleagle Kaw 38 
High Point A 2. Mike McHale Yam 12 2. Steve Jamison Hon 17 2. Alan Bopp KTM 57 
Dave Maco Suz 8 3.Маю Grossman Kaw 15  8.Jim Shainline Hon 18 3. Jacob Williams Kaw 57 
High Point B 4. Ken Zabroski Hon 16 4. Bil Gilbert Yam 19 4. Ricky Rittel Yam 64 
чы du с а e OE 5. Tim Wilson Hon 28  5.JohnDobrosky Yam 74 
oin 
АМ 
Chris Tlack KIM 22 Ue Bopen г саво. 
АА 1. Dave Масо Suz 8 1. George Sigler KTM 18 1. Steve Rice Kaw 37. 
122% KIM 6 2. Rich Moyer Suz 10 2. Mike Graham Hon 19 2. Chad Gregory Yam 44 
ома Spence Hon © 3. Ken Law Hon 10 3. Rod White KTM 22 3. Todd Thoman Hon 49 
2 Fred wee ae 7 4. Mike Beeler Yam 12 4. Mike Sharp KTM 22 4. Don Haugat KTM 54 
4 BIN Alinson KIM 7 | a Gunselman Yam 42 2 Bees KTM 25 2 б McLow Suz 99 
our e en 
5. Craig Shenigo KTM 11 
А125 ч г 1. John Farrar Yam 16 1. Chris Crull Yam 19 1. Chris Tlack КТМ 22 
2. Cliff Tenney KTM 17 2. Pete Burnett Hon 19. 2. Erik Wynters КТМ 62 
1. М, Dean Spencer Yam 14 VER i 
2. Mike Siget GG 15 3. Hank Stankicwitz Kaw 18 3. Dave Smiley Hon 21 3. Ron Carper KTM 12 
б Gre E am 15 4. Dave Barlow. Yam 18 4. Chuck Sullivan Hon 22 4. Jan Bera KIM 154 
| ч 5. Ed Quitzsch KTM 19 5. Rob Comber Yam 22 5. Scott Sregmeister КТМ 179 
4, John Roeske Kaw 13 
5. Craig Copeland TM 33 AT p vet ; С мекотав 
А200 22-6 1. Tom Ebersole Hon 14 1. Steve Bromley KTM 16 1. Paul Mourar Kaw. 24 
+ Rob Monn Кам 12 2. Scott Wolfersberger Yam 16 2. Jim Erickson Hon 17 2. Eric Eichiorst Hon 2f 
2 Todd Lockard Ко 43 3. Roy Fliegauf KTM 17 3. Wade Johnson Suz 18 3. Doug Gast Kaw 3f 
$ dim Shoppe Кай 13 4. Jack Lafferty Sr. KTM 19 4. Dave Harner Suz 23 4. Todd Gross Kaw 56 
oe nr 5. Farrell Lord Kaw 21 5. Chris Lambert KTM 24 5. Rob Herrioton Kaw 69 
4, Eric Corbin Kaw T 
5. Ed Hamilton Kaw 22 8125 P Son © Four Stroke 
А2 50 1. Gerry Kitts TM 16 1. Dan Compton KTM 2f 1. Dave Marchese Hon 92 
1. Jamie Wroht Үл 1] 2. Ron DeCaro Yam 20 2. J. Devlin Hon 28 2. Bob Bishop Hon a5 
| i 
2. JO MG 2 KIM 12 3. Joe Marchesani Yam 21 3. Charles Elis Yam 42 3. Reed Houck Kaw 37 
2 Кем m lor Ka 12 4. Aaron Kalisher G-G 22 4. Dave Van Pelt Kaw 43 4. Doug Thornsen Suz 60 
; in 
т e 5. Randy Loper Hon 28 5. Les Nie Hon 44 5. Jesse Wenrick Hon 10 
4. Dan Foster Kaw. 12 1 
5. John Ross Hon 13 8200 B SSR women 
Apes 1. Sean Cully Kaw 14 1. Fred Najork KTM 40 1. Kathi Campbell Kaw 51 
м с> М | 10 2. George Potts Kaw 26 2. Larry Rice KTM 59 Masters 
2212 n 3. Ken Saubier КТМ 33 3. Bryce Moyer Kaw 103 1. Joe Galie Yam 29 
2. Dean Spencer KTM 14 . 
з) Dt KIM 4 4. George Jensen Kaw 36 2. Dan Van Driel Hus 109. 
po in 7 5. Dan Carper Kaw 57 3. Rob Hoover Hon 129 
4. George English KTM Tf 


4. Ed Baker Kaw 190 
5. James Heber Kaw 19 : 
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Other notable finishers on the day 
included Bill Atkinson and Dave Maco, 
who rounded out the top five overall by 
filling the fourth and fifth seeds, respec- 
tively. The KTM-mounted Atkinson fin- 
ished with а seven card, 20-something 
e-points behind Hoess, and maintains a 
lock on third place in the series points 
standings. A surprising Dave Maco put in 
another fine ride aboard his aging Suzuki 
RMX, dropped eight on the day and 
added another High Point A trophy to his 
collection. A-class riders Mark Hummel 
(Honda), Rich Moyer (Suzuki), Ken Law 
(Honda) and Joe Wallace (Honda) were 
runners-up to the HPA, each posting ten 
scores to fill the sixth through ninth over- 
all slots, respectively. 


The South Penn Enduro Riders 
had laid out an 80-mile ride 
for the day that included a 
significant amount of new 
trail for the first time in sev- 
eral years. Race day weather 
was clear and a bit warmer 
than usual with temperatures 
easily into the high 80s. 





In B-class action Sean Cully piloted his 
KDX200 to a thrifty 14-point score to 
earn the High Point B trophy. HPB run- 
ners-up, each dropping 16 on the day, 
were Gerry Kitts (TM125), Ray McKown 
(Kawasaki) and Steve Bromley (KTM). 
KTM rider Chris Tlack used a 22-card to 
claim top honors in the Novice class. 
Runner-up to the High Point C was Paul 
Mouror at 24 points down. 

The Lafferty victory turns up the heat 
on the series points chase, giving 
defending champ Hoess, who currently 
holds a narrow points lead, little room for 
error. Regarding his quest for his first 
series title, Rich ruminated, “I’m glad this 
was a close race. You know, it's better to 
be battling at every event, rather than 
just walking away with the title. It keeps 
you sharp and on top of your ride. Some 
people have suggested that Freddy's 
high spiritedness and take-no-prisoners 
competitive drive somehow poisons the 
waters between us. Fact is, that's just 
not true. To me, Fred's attitude is imma- 
terial. He's a great competitor and worthy 
rival—and if that's his thing and it works 
for him, so be it." в 
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- Gridlock in the Catawissa- | 

~ Creek. Jeff Jensen (Кам). = 
апа Pete Patlett look. for" © 
clear sailing. : 








Eric.Pirie picks his way through the 
‚ Catawissa, swimming to a first in the 
A250 class. 


This is exactly how’ James Bowen 
rode all. day, and ће took home the 
High Point B trophy to show for it. 


Round #16 Brandonville, PA 9/20/98 











starting to sound the same, primarily because one rider is in 

the process of walking away with the championship. 1997’s 
ECEA Champ Fred Hoess once again dominated the Valley Forge 
Trail Riders’ annual Moonshine enduro, riding like a person pos- 
sessed. He shrugged off any challenge, including hot competition 
from national enduro champ Mike Lafferty, who was in town on an off 
weekend and rode Moonshine more for exercise than anything else. 
Hoess was on a mission, matching Lafferty on points or beating him 
at every check, and finished with 20 points lost to Lafferty’s 23. 

Lafferty’s participation this late in a close season threw a monkey 
wrench into the points standings, with definitely detrimental effect on 
brother Richard Lafferty's year-end results. Richard, who is sitting in 
second place, lost an additional position on the day with brother 
Mike there, finishing in fourth place below Bill Atkinson, who is also 
speeding up as the season winds down. 

The morning looked like the VFTR put together a close race, with the 
first three checks being easily zeroed by nearly everyone. It wasn't until 
the fourth check when everyone saw the "teeth" of VFTR’s rocky ter- 
rain, in and around the local coal mines. Mike Lafferty and Hoess set 
the fastest times, five minutes down, with Atkinson - (Matto 
Cycles/KTM), Rich Lafferty (Bromley/KTM), and Michael Moore 
(КТМ) all rushing іп with 6 points lost. The fifth check was a zero 
check-in, followed by a short section where Hoess uncorked it, hit- 
ting the check-out with a 1:48. All of the other top competitors 
dropped two or better, with Mike posting 2:13, Richard 2:45, 
Atkinson 2:54 and Mark Hummel (Hon) 2:58. 

With Hoess in the catbird seat, the pack went off to another check- 
in followed by a more substantial section that saw Mike Lafferty and 
Hoess once again post the fastest times, scoring seven points at the 
check-out, while Atkinson and Richard Lafferty both went 8 in the 
Section and were the only other riders finishing in single-digit scores. 
The following section saw both riders duplicating effort, with Hoess 
and Mike scoring twos at the check-out (check 10), and Hoess com- 
ing out on top with 2:22 compared to Mike's 2:31. All the rest of the 
top finishers picked up threes there, moving Lafferty and Hoess even 
farther ahead of the pack. 

Keeping with the check-in/check-out pattern, two more sections 
finished. up the ride, and this is where Hoess took his final leap 
ahead. Already a point up on Lafferty, the Bromley Suzuki rider pulled 
out all the stops and moved a point ahead of Lafferty at each check, 
going 2-3 to Lafferty's 3-4. Fatigue showed in the rest of the field, 
with Atkinson going 4-5, and Rich Lafferty squeaking in with a 3-6. 
The final tally saw the overall leaders finishing up with 20 points on 
Hoess' card, while Mike Lafferty turned in a 23. Atkinson finished 
third with 28 and Richard Lafferty scored 29. Filling out the top five 
was Mark Hummel, who turned in a 33-point card and picked up the 
High Point A trophy for his trouble. 

A very credible finish was also turned in by B Four Stroke rider 
James Bowen, who stomped the rest of the B riders on his Honda 
XR. Bowen scored a 35 over the course, rocketing him into seventh 
overall and pretty much guaranteeing that his stay in the B class is 
short-lived. His competition on the day came from TM pilot Gerry 
Kitts, riding the B Lightweight class and finishing up with a fine 38 
point score and 15th overall. High Point C for the day went to Brian 


А ll of our reports from the late half of the ECEA season are 
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Th Oonshine/werd more ор 
and not quite as rough 
week before. ` 


as Michaux 





Bill Atkinson has been 
stepping up the pace, 
finishing third overall at 
Moonshine. 






Drew Smith is like the 
Energizer Bunny of enduros, 
he just keeps going and going, 
in this case to a first in the A 
125 class. 












“They laughed when 1 
entered on my trials 
bike...” W.E.R.’s Bob 
Howard kicking the pants 
off the B 250 class. 


“training ride; 
апа wound-up 
finishing second overall. 








Results: 


A Four Stroke B 250 

1. Grossman, Marc Kaw 37 1. Howard, Bob Beta 44 
2, Zabroski, Ken Hon 39 2. Gilbert, Bill Yam 52 
8. Mchale, Mike Yam 42 8. Gyericszk, John KTM 54 
4. Wallace, Joe Hon 42 4. Mckown, Raymond Kaw 55 
5. Larkin, Steven Yam 44 5. Sowa, Randall Suz 56 
А 125 B 200 

1. Smith, Drew. Hus 38 1. Cully, Sean Kaw 45 
2. Sigety, Michael G-G 39 2. Lee, Barry KTM 63 
3. Nicoloff, Dan KTM 47 3. Carper, Don Kaw 67 
4. Spencer, M. Dean Yam 51 4. Whitemen, David Kaw 79 
§. Sharpe, Dave G-G 78 5. Moorehouse, David Kaw 84 
A 250 B Open 

1. Pirie, Eric Hon 35 1. Sigler, George KTM 51 
2. Ross, John Hon 39 2. Snyder, Steve KTM 54 
8. Aldakimov, Bob Yam 40 8. Yiengst, Terry KTM 59 
4. Stapleford, Chuck Kaw 41 4. Espinosa, Dennis Hus 64 
5, Moyer, Jeff KTM 41 5, Walker, David ATK 75 
A 200 B Senior 

1. Mohn, Robert Kaw 38 1. беміп, James Hon 59 
2. Jensen, Jeff Kaw 42 2. Mann, Dennis Kaw 70 
8. Shepps, Tim Kaw 43 3. Compton, Dan KTM 89 
4. Tavani, Joe Kaw 45 4. Mealing, Tom KTM 101 
5, Michalski, Steve KTM 46 5. Ellis, Charles Yam 119 
A Open B Super Senior 

1. Hummel, Mark Hon 33 1. Najork, Fred KTM 190 
2. Spigelmyer, Matt KTM 40 2. Mitrowitz, Jim KTM 322 
8. Switzer, Al KTM 41 3. Stibitz, Tim Kaw DNF 
4. Heins, Richard КТМ 42 В Меїегап 

5. Kline, Rich KTM 43 1. Aiello, Jim KTM 45 
A Senior 2. Bowman, Steve Hon 55 
1. Nolan, Chris Hon 42 8. Bromley, Steve KTM 60 
2. Fontanazza, Wayne КТМ 46 4. Kelly John Suz 60 
3. Marsh, Tom Hon 49 5. Lowman, Bruce Jr. Suz 67 
4. Munson, Chris Suz 49 С Four Stroke 

5. Tenney, Cliff KTM 52 1. Green, Jim Kaw 82 
A Super Senior 2. Thorsen, Doug Suz 93 
1. Fliegauf, Roy KTM 47 3. Swenson, Robert Hon 97 
2. Lord, Farrell Kaw 53 4. Keegan, Tom Kaw 120 
3. Lafferty, Jack Sr. KTM 60 5. Megregor, Rob Hbg 142 
4. Parlett, peter Hon 66 c 250 

5. Agonis, Bob G-G 73 1. Kohl, Brian Kaw 63 
A Veteran 2. Rice, Steve Kaw 69 
1. Law, Ken Hon 37 3. Lagus, Jeff Suz 110 
2. Maco, Dave Suz 37 4. Mosher, Steve Hon 118 
9. Gunselman, Bip Yam 39 5. Geible, David Kaw 361 
4. Chapkovich, Scott Suz 39 C 200 

5. Moyer, Rich Suz 39 1. Calkins, Greg KTM 91 
AA 2. Cartwight, Joe Hon 99 
1. Hoess, Fred Suz 20 3. Mcgonigal, James Кауу 106 
2. Lafferty, Mike KTM 23 4. Rittel, Rick Yam 109 
3. Atkinson, Bill KTM 28 5. Dobrosky, John Jr Yam 180 
4. Lafferty, Rich KTM 29 C Open 

5. Moore, Mike KTM 33 1. Hallowell, Fred Hon 69 
B Four Stroke 2. Tlack, Chris KTM 80 
1. Bowen, James Hon 35 3. Mitchell, Stephen КТМ 180 
2. Sullivan, Chuck Hon 53 4. Hanaway, Brian KTM 212 
3. Zabroski, Al Hon 53 C Veteran 

4. Dhar, Ed Hon 54 1. Mourar, Paul Kaw 73 
5. Van Horn, Doug Hon 56 2. Matto, William KTM 81 
B 125 3. Barnet, Dave Kaw 94 
1. Kitts, Gerry TM 38 4. Novosel, Mike Yam 111 
2. Marchesani, Joe Yam 49 5. Biedka, Matt KTM 194 
.8. Kalisher, Aaron G-G 61 Masters 

4. Troxell, Drew Hon 71 1. Galie, Joseph КТМ 163 
5. Decaro, Ronald Yam 277 


Kohl, who rode a Kawasaki 250 in the C Medium class and 
scored 63 for the day. 

After the sharp rocks and dust of the Michaux enduro, the cooler 
temperatures, moist ground and round rocks of the Moonshine 
must have seemed like a treat, especially to Hoess. With only four 
events left in the series and the overall getting closer all the time, 
Hoess is looking at another fine year indeed. Ш 
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PHONE: (215) 357-1534 
$suzuk. Fax: (215) 357-8612 ЖИ 
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For All Your Off-Road 
Needs...We Have It! 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES Discounts Available 


Sales, Service, Parts 
4 2 1997 Closeouts: 
UPS Daily ws тт 


KTM Duke 58650 $7895 
FOR “98, ONE COMPANY mn 


KTM 620RXC $7195 $6575 
KTM 250SX Demo $5718 $4150 


The 1998 Models Are 
In! Call For Prices & 
NE SS S С Details... 
o AM. E. They Won't 
Last Long! 


the leader in technological innovation, and for 1998, KTM has again raised the mark. 


INTRODUCING THE ‘98 КТМ E/XC SPORTMOTORCYCLES 
The completely redesigned 1256200, 200E/XC, 250E/XC, 300E/XC and 3B0E/KC feature an al new 
chassis developed specifically around the unbelievable WP SOmm Егете fork (45mm Magnum 
forks leatured on 125 & 200 models) and introducing POS (Progressive Damping System) featuring 
the WP ‘Smart Shock with a completely progressive rising rate and virtually kmifess adjustabity 


1997 Closeouts: 
WAS: NOW: 
ATK 250LQ, demo $5795 $4499 
ATK 250LQ, new 55010 55010 
АТК 350 Dual Sport, new $7295 $5799 
АТК 350 Cross Country, new $6895 $5499 
605 Dual Sport, demo $7695 $6700 
605 Cross Country, new $7295 $6399 
Need to make room for ‘98s. Limited Supply--Act Fast! 


RICHMOND 


-Mofor Sports 


Route 197, 1-95 Exit 26, 1 mile east • Richmond, ME • (207)737-8481 


1-888-RMS-4KTM (207)737-8481 
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Gathering of the beasts. 
Malcolm and his court pos- 
C ing for a shot before the ride. 


5% 
À QU 94 


Ay TOS 


g Up With 
acom 


Trail Riding with the 
Beast in Colorado 


(Too Much Fun!) 


By Charlie Williams 


e have all been out on the trail with a rider who is a lit- 
tle slower than the rest of the group. It's no big deal, 
the leaders just sit around waiting for him more often. We 
have all given this rider a little advice: Look farther down the 
trail, relax in the rocks. There are 100 riding secrets like this 
but one of the simplest ways of keeping a slow rider with the 
pack is to tell him when the leader makes a move to put on 
д g; his helmet, the slow rider 
should already be wearing 
his. When the leader starts 
his bike, the slow rider 
should already have his 
started and in gear. By 
being a step ahead at the 
start, he will be closer to 
the group at the finish. 

Well, this is the game | 
had to play when | recently 
went riding with Malcolm 
Smith. When he reached 
down to put the rubber 
band on his kickstand, my 
bike was in gear and 
bouncing off the rev limiter. My eyes were unblinking, just like 
Mert Lawwill: elbows out, torso pressed against the cross- 
bar, clutch straining to hold us back. Malcolm would snick 
into gear and roll away with a glance over his shoulder to see 
if a portion of the group was ready. Ме...! would do my best 
Doug Henry holeshot and be right on his fender, my front 
knobbies would mesh up on his rear knobbies and | would 
hold this position as long as | could...usually to the first turn 
or obstacle, then Malcolm would be long gone and | would 
spend the rest of the section trying to catch up. 

| don't think | was able to make up any time on Malcolm in 
any of the sections, my only hope was to give away as little 
time as possible. | wasn't the only one using every trick in the 
book to keep up. Bryan Stoughton, George Tubbs and Jamie 
Dawson were all on the gas, the rest of the group seemed 
content to follow. Maybe they had tried to keep up before and 
knew it was futile, but this was our one chance to ride with a 
legend, and four of us were taking it very seriously. 

The group we were with was on one of those invitation 
only, “Not Just Any Sunday” trail rides, sponsored by MSR 
and Tucker Rocky. | usually don't like magazine articles 
about invitation events, so | won't focus on why I got to go 
and you didn't. Besides, І didn't belong there. | didn't pass 
any of the prerequisites, I’m not an MSR dealer, hell, | don't 





Something to show my grand- 
children (the ones | know 
about, anyway). 


even own any MSR gear, but | am here 
and we are in Salida, Colorado. 

Salida is pretty much Malcolm's second 
home, he bought property here in the '80s 
and spends his vacations here riding bikes 
or snowmobiles, depending on the weath- 
er. Tracey Smith (no relation), one of the 
local trail guides, was teling us about 
Malcolm and his buddies riding snowmo- 
biles down cliffs. | guess they would dive 
off the cornice and puncture the surface of 
the snow and actually submarine down 
the steepest part of the hill and pop out at 
the bottom. Holy moley! 

Are you wondering who Malcolm Smith 
is? Unless you have been living in anoth- 
er sport for the last 30 years, you would 
know Malcolm is one of the world’s all- 
time great riders. He was introduced to 
most of us in 1971 as the co-star of the 
movie On Any Sunday. That movie was 
one of the major influences of my life, 
along with Hunter S. Thompson's novel 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. These 


Sometimes | think that all you need in life 
is a capable motorcycle and Colorado in 
the summer. 


two events made me who | am today. My 
dad took me and all my 6th grade bud- 
dies to the cinema and we sat through 
the movie three times and only left when 
they turned on the lights and refused to 
show it again. 

| ain't been right since. | knew right then 
that all | ever wanted to do was play with 
dirt bikes. On top of that, Malcolm taught 
us it was not all about winning first place. 
It was more than enough just to get to ride 
a bike—winning was a by-product. 
Malcolm never really concentrated on one 
series or niche, he rode all types of events 
because it was fun. Sure he dominated 
Baja for decades and won many gold 
medals in six days competition, but most 
Sundays were spent racing just because 
he loved it. 

The movie was not so much about 
Malcolm as it was the spirit of the motor- 
cycle racer. Malcolm was just a vehicle to 
express director Bruce Brown's vision. | 
was already familiar with his work from the 


group poses in 






епіс scenery. 





































Dropping it while chasing Malcolm is an easy thing to do. 
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movie Endless Summer. That film followed 
surfers to the far corners of the earth 
searching for the perfect wave. It is a very 
good film, and a copy sits on my "favorites" 
shelf. Thank you Mom and Dad; at 10 years 
old | already had an idea and opinion of 
which Hollywood directors | liked. 

On Any Sunday was really about the 
beast in a man that comes out when he 
rides his bike. This is very hard to explain, 
but the beast is what you get when a rider 
pushes through the envelope. The beast is 
who stays on the throttle way past common 
sense and self-preservation. The beast is 
who soaks the cast off in the bathtub. Yes, 
the beast can be looked at as a third entity 
in a man. You have mind, body and beast. 
The mind says how fast you can ride, the 
body says how fast you can ride and the 
beast says how fast you can ride. The body 
is the weak link, and when the beast takes 
over, the brain is no match —you go into an 
automatic mode. The beast is where motor- 
cycle racing champions come from. 

The beast can be found in many sports, 
and if looked for closely enough, the beast 
can be found in each one of us just trying to 
keep up day to day. Like when the trailer 
home settles and you need to add some 
shims? Well the beast is when you get 
pissed off and try to lift the whole house up 
so the old lady can stick another brick under 
it. You will lift until your ears ring, eyes bulge, 
veins pop out and generally try to strain 
yourself to death, picking up a trailer home. 

Now you have seen the same beast when 
you ride your bike, too. Like when you just 
have to pass that guy in front of you; you 
just have to, come hell or high water you are 
passing this guy even if it is for 13th place at 
the Apathetic Motorcycle Club. That is the 
most beautiful part about motorcycle rac- 
ing — everyone gets to play, and it does not 
have to be for the world championship 
either. On any level, in any class, you can 
find the beast at play, mano-a-mano. Bike 
racing is like a license to be a beast, and to 
quote the great Dr. Johnson, "He who 
makes a beast of himself eases the pain of 
being a man." A lot of good fodder for 
thought there. 

So it’s like one day a week every one of us 
who rides gets to go out and let the beast 
rage. As you grow older the beast is harder 
to wake up. It takes new tricks to stir the 
beast, and that’s why it is so much fun to 
ride with your buddies because you can 
watch and see when your friend makes the 
switch. Maybe you have to sneak up and 
put your front wheel in the passing lane, so 
he gasses it and so do you. Pretty soon you 
both are riding at the upper edge of your skill 
level and still twisting it. The beast. Thank 


52 TRAIL RIDER/JANUARY 1999 


you Dr. Johnson, for stirring these thoughts. 

Gosh, it sounds like Malcolm would be a 
big hairy hunch-back nightmare tearing 
chunks of meat from passing animals and 
drinking casks of blood. No, he looks like 
the owner of my local hardware store; plaid 
shirt, round glasses, average posture, right 
shoulder is about 1 inch higher than the left 
and the right foot is rotated out from the 
hip. He has a Band-aid on one finger, 
knicks and scrapes cover the rest of his 
hands and a day’s worth of work under his 
nails. | pass him every week when | go in 
looking for the metric hardware. But on any 
Sunday he becomes his beast and he 
rides. Boy can he ride. (Malcolm rides, not 
the hardware guy.) 

lve been passed by the world's finest. 
Kari Tiainen on the giant Husky in Tulsa, 
Terry Cunningham on the 500 Auto, Mark 
Hyde on anything he rode. Malcolm may not 





Malcolm taught us it was not all 
about winning first place. It was 
more than enough just to get to 
ride a bike—winning was a by- 
product. . most Sundays were 
spent racing just because һе 
loved it. 


сату the terminal velocity these younger 
champions carry, but he still rides way over 
my head, and I’ve tried. Man, | haven't tried 
this hard in years. | could still win trophies if 
| tried this hard at home, but my beast is 
sleepy, lazy and safe. 

But today my beast was feeling spry and 
| had the 605 ATK wrung wide open down 
a singletrack trail, the ground was wet and 
dust-free, the morning sunlight was all dis- 
torted by the morning dew. l'm chasing the 
smoke from the bike chasing Malcolm who 
has disappeared within the first few hundred 
yards of trail. This is not a race, and Malcolm 
had told us it was going to be a nice leisure- 
ly trail ride. Have you ever ridden a 605 ATK 
wide open and felt leisurely? Me neither. The 
big bike hauls, but Malcolm is long gone 
and all | can concentrate on is how long he 
will have to wait for me. He acts like he does 
not notice, but I’m sure by the end of the 
day he has a list of hangers and poseurs in 
his mind. Oh please Lord, if there was ever 
a day when | was a hanger, let it be today. 

After lunch we mount up to ride again, but 
my front tire's gone flat. Malcolm said they 
would wait, but it would have been way too 
humiliating to change a tire in front of the 
Master, so | shooed them along and made 


the consolation to ride with another group. 

| went to work. | could see my hands and 
| could see them bleed. | could feel nothing 
but the beast reaching through me and 
changing this tire. 10 minutes later we were 
riding, and 10 miles after that, my new 
group caught Malcolm's group stopped at a 
cattle gate, and | was able to bump up a 
group. | was feeling pretty smug, catching 
up and all, but it didn't last long. 

We bounced down a hil and onto a 
blacktop road. Malcolm said we could take 
the road back to the Salida Super 8, or there 
were 12 more miles of singletrack we could 
ride. He was, for the first time of the day, 
taking off his jacket. He patiently stowed it 
away in its own specially designed self-con- 
tained MSR pocket. He nodded to Jamie 
Dawson on his CR250 and politely said, 
“You can lead, and we go in right over 
there.” Jamie's posture changed like he had 
been handed the weight of the world. He 
took off down the trail. Malcolm waited 15 or 
20 seconds and rolled in after him, the rest 
of us followed right on his fender: Bryan 
Stoughton, then me, then George Tubbs, 
then the rest of the remaining group. It was 
the race to the finish, last man standing, 
beast against beast. 

Colorado singletrack is like no other riding 
Гуе ever done. You mentally rate each sec- 
tion on how bad it can hurt you. Rocks 
ароипа--һепсе the name Rocky 
Mountains. They should be called the rocky, 
rooty, steep cliff, bottomless chasm, medi- 
vac mountains. | had ridden this section of 
trail last year and the year before, both times 
at a careful snail's pace, but today it was a 
race course and my beast was racing. The 
other guys were long gone, so now | am 
racing ghosts, racing against elapsed time, 
struggling to control my body and bike, not 
to see if | could win, but to see how bad | 
would get beat. Winning's out; I’m racing for 
a fourth-place finish. 

One left turn, both wheels drifted out of 
the groove and were squirming along in the 
loose gravel, another inch to the right and | 
would certainly slip off the trail and down the 
side of the mountain. It was not straight 
down, it wasn’t even that dangerous, but if 
the bike did slip off the trail here one man 
would not have the strength to get it back 
up. My day would be done until the strag- 
glers came along to scoop me up into their 
ranks. Normally а have both feet on the 
ground creeping along in first gear, but 
today my beast was in control and | used 
the throttle to steer the big bike back on line. 
| usually crash when | take my hands off the 
bars to cover my eyes, but thank Phil, these 
ATKs turn. Later, a right turn nearly killed 
me. | saw it from a distance and got set up 


in ту best Mike Healey posture 
when. ..boom, the ground turned to slippery 
aspen roots and | spent the next 100 yards 
just trying to stay upright. 

| pulled up to Malcolm, Jamie and Bryan. 
They all arrived at about the same time. | 
was about a minute behind. We were stand- 
ing around laughing and joking and ! 
thought this would be a good time to blurt 
out some excuses and complaints so | said 
something untrue and disparaging about 
the ATK, and Malcolm said, ^Well, you're the 
one who brought it." Welp. Okay, thanks for 
the sympathy. 

More riders showed up and | had a 
chance to get Jamie aside and ask if 
Malcolm had caught him. He kicked his 
toe and dropped his head and said 
"Fudge yeah." We laughed and he just 
shook his head. 

Hands were shaken, photos taken and 


an expert, not just at his instrument, but at 
letting go and letting his beast take control. 
That is the part | like to watch, the letting go 
and letting it go. Where the music gets out 
ahead of the band and they are sprinting 
just to keep up on the same page. 

But then Jerry died and a lot of people 
thought the music had stopped. | never real- 
ly bought into that, but the next two times | 
saw the Other Ones (the living Dead guys) 
they just didn't have it. That changed this 
year; | don't know what happened, but the 
Grateful Dead music is back, as good as 
ever. See, Jerry was not the secret. It was 
the beast in each one of them, and some- 
how they got the confidence to let their 
beasts play without Jerry, and next year they 
will sell out every show. 

Oh no, look! The beast is in my kitchen! 
My friend is filling ice trays out of a pitcher, 
her right toe is twisted in, her heel is lifted off 





autographs signed. Each 


the floor, her right knee is 




















этеа аз ро. eed to make sure шт о нб re orat 

beast, and he’s just YOU don't think Ше is pursed and she does not 

standing there grinning РИК . spill a drop. 

just like in the movie, beast IS just d big, Look again, the beast is at 

shrugging off all the com- j the computer (that would be 

pliments about how awe- I зне нан me). 1 write from the beast. 1 1-800-RIDE DMS 
some he is, thinking, Care. NO, Ше Deast NaS have no formal training, | : 

epigr ч ' id mi eres 2 mi. south of Dover, Delaware 
Hell, it’s just good fun. failed miserably in school. , 

Not even aware he has а more finesse than your There is no good reason 

beast peaking over his body could ever have. why ! should be able to 


shoulder. | said, "Hey 

Malc, old boy, you're pret- 

ty much just a regular guy, but you got one 
of the baddest beasts | ever seen." He just 
looked at me and said, “I’ve never auto- 
graphed a dog before." 

"That's cool. Just write it on her belly 
next to the Scott Hardin and Hypatia Lee 
Signatures." 

Again, in this article, like the movie, 
Malcolm is not the subject, he is merely the 
vehicle to explain my beast theory. You can 
not go touch Bruce Brown and expect mir- 
acles either, he is not the key. The beast is 
who we look for. Let me split off from motor- 
cycles for a moment and let me show you 
the beast in music. 

| choose music because І need to make 
sure you don't think the beast is just a big, 
strong brute without care. No, the beast has 
more finesse than your body could ever 
have. Anyhow, | enjoy watching some 
bands play live. | was deeply saddened 
when Jerry Garcia passed on. Not for him, 
he was ready. He was tired of being looked 
at as the leader when he fully knew it was 
his beast leading the band. Jerry was the 
best non-leader a band could have. 

The reason the Grateful Dead were so 
Successful was because each member was 


write, but somehow | man- 
age. Okay, it's spell- 
checked, but what | write is not from formal 
training. | make it up as | go, and where it 
goes, nobody knows. You started out read- 
ing about Malcolm Smith and wound up 
reading about the Dead. But the whole time 
the story was about some imaginary beast. 
All | can hope is that you were able to see 
the beast. 

Like when Michael Jordan lopes down the 
floor. When he slows down and lets his 
mouth fall open and his beast takes over, 
there is no man alive who can stop his drive. 
Or in Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, 
when Butch and Sundance have gone to 
Bolivia and are applying for jobs as guards 
for the gold train. Strother Martin throws a 
chunk of dung on the ground and tells 
Sundance to shoot it. He stands there and 
pulls his pistol and misses three times. 
Strother looks at him in disbelief and 
Sundance asks if he could move? Well, you 
remember the rest. 

Franco Acerbis, the godfather of plas- 
tic parts, talks about passion; this word 
does not apply to us as men and 
women. "Passion is a word that only has 
meaning to the beast." That's my quote 
back to Dr. Johnson. Ш 








1999 HUSQVARNAS 
AVAILABLE SOON 
CALL FOR SPECS & PRICES 


“99 125WR’s $4,200 
'98 410WR’s $5,200” 


MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 
MASSACHUSETTS 02760 
(508)695-2061 


Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 
Sat. 9—4 
Closed Sun & Mon 





Ву Paul Clipper 


the Greylock Enduro 


und 8 Lee, MA 9/13/98 
ike last year’s event, this year’s 
Greylock took place on the rocky trails 
f October Mountain and Beartown State 
orests in Western Massachusetts. The 
геа is famous for its participation in the 
973 ISDT, and if trails could talk this 
ould be a very noisy place to ride. The 
— full course of the '73 Six Days is probably 
half luxury condominiums and antique 
Shops by now, but scraps of trail are still in 
use, and the Greylock Riders are fortunate 
to turn wheels on such hallowed ground. 
You might not think so loftily of the place 
if you're new to NETRA enduros, though, 
Since a fair amount of this terrain is noto- 
riously unforgiving. The Greylock is stud- 
ded with short, steep hills that take you by 
surprise. If you ride aggressively here you 
can breeze up most anything; get caught 
sleeping though, and you'll be floundering 
on the rocks for much of the day. 
225, Former NETRA Grand 
Champion Jason Cayer is 
Aer ce EE. axe someone you can put into 
Stroke) . DEM as 222 224 the aggressive category. 
| урон his-XR ga БИЕ He blazed through the 
СЕ Psi pulls he y b. WEZ S EX Greylock trails with an 
E F S 9ger; A 597 ` inarguably fine 1-point 
: loss, just seconds shy of 
zeroing the whole course. 
You would never think of 
Jason being able to ride 
with such fierce determi- 
nation (as it must have 
taken to do this)—he's 
such a quiet guy, down- 
right shy, as a matter of 
act. He had to hare-scramble this course 
ke a scared rabbit to drop a single point, 
Wever, and our hat's off to him. 
;ayer's closest competition came from 
rry Madore, who dropped a four, James 
ly with a five, and Dave Carlson Jr. and 
ans Neff, who each dropped sixes. 
ladore and Carlson were both somewhat 
liffed after the event. A sketchy arrowing 











job on a critical turn in the second half 3 Ser 
caused them to take the wrong trail, cost- : WU e the cotra Bhd ы 
ing them at least two points, near as they ^^ finished with a sihgle 
could figure. The incident was put up to г point lost.-* 
protest, but it’s a case of them getting lost : d 
while Cayer didn't. In the NETRA rule 
book, it says that the route sheet is cor- 
rect, no matter what the course arrowing 
might tell you (in case someone pulls 
down arrows or whatever), and in this 
case the route sheet was correct. 

Kelly wound up collecting the High Point 
A trophy for his ride, and he continues to 
be one of the best Husky riders in New 
England. It's funny, Husqvarna has a little 
business trouble and the bikes almost dis- 
appear from the rest of the country, but in 
New England they have continued to have 
a loyal following of riders who also happen 
to win on them. James Kelly is one of 
them, and veteran rider Kemp Stewart, 
who won the A Lightweight class even 
though he could probably qualify as а 
Senior rider by now, is still a staunch 
Husky supporter. 

Nault's Honda rider Jim Robertson won 
the High Point B award, riding in the B 
Lightweight class. He must have switched 
to a two-stroke halfway through this sea- 
son, because last year we rode with Jim 
at some of the runs where he was riding a 
Honda thumper. The switch must be 
agreeing with him, since he won this class 
also at the Mudslinger. Good job! C 
Veteran rider Don Schucht took the High 


Greylock Enduro: Class Results 





























Overall High Point A Veteran B Senior C Senior 

Jason Cayer KTM 1 1. Fred Goldberg Hon 7 1. Peter Anania Hon 24 1. Frank Bauer KTM 43 

High Point A 2. Ron Stavens KTM 13 2. Ron Pratt Kaw 26 2. Hal Cardozo KTM 44 

James Kelly Hus 5 3. Mike Kelley Suz 14 3. Bob Foster Hon 34 3. Charles Kennedy Suz 44 

High Point B 4. David Kelly Hon 15 4. Dave Mathisen Hus 41 4. Jeff Fluckiger Kaw 45 

Jim Robertson Hon 15 5. Geoff Wurlitzer Hon 15 5. Bob Landry Yam 5. Robert Drapcho Kaw 51 

High Point C A Senior B Bantam C Light 

Don Schucht 83 1. Jerry Randall Yam 11 1. Dave Harris KTM 17 1. Chris Bitgood CRE 45 
2. Jim Stoddard KTM 27 2. John Larrabee 25 2. Phillippe Mille Kaw 74 

AA 3. Bill Johnson Kaw 31 3. Mike Corbiel KTM 27 3. David Smith KTM 86 

1. Jerry Madore Yam 4 B Vy 4. Doug Douchette Kaw 33 4. Jon Walsh 

2. Hans Neff KTM 6 1. Tony Mazur KTM 25 5. Mark Bouvier KTM 33 C Heavy 

3. Bob White CRE 7 2. Pat Armstrong CRE 26 B Light 1. Doug Simone KTM 41 

4. Rick Claxton CRE 8 3. Scott Harrington KTM 30 1. Eric Block KTM 28 2. Erik Jarvas KTM 47 

5. James Burns Hbg 12 4. Jim Copeland KTM 37 2. Ryan McKenzie KTM 37 3. Robert Nolin Hon 60 

A Bantam 5. Art Pepin KTM 37 3. Brandon Lee KTM 38 4. Scott Loring KTM 64 

1. Peter Tanner KTM 12 B Four Stroke 4. Bob Stadler Hus 41 5. Alex Ernst KTM 66 

2. Mike Oyr Kaw 15 1. Austin Jalbert Hon 17 5. John Desimone 42 C Four Stroke 

3. Neil Dennett KTM 27 2. Jim Price Hon 18 Super Senior 1. Gene Howe 52 

4. Mike Peristere Yam 27 3. Dan Marrs Yam 37 1. Gordon Razee Hon 39 2. Ray Gamache Hus 61 

A Light 4. Paul Nault Hon 38 2. Ernie Mellor KTM 50 3. Jamie Bennett Kaw 

1. Kemp Stewart Hus 11 5. Jim Green 38 3. Keith Goodell CRE 50 Women 

2. Mike Nash CRE 23 B Veteran 4. Paul Lussier KTM 1. Gail Firia DNF 

3. James Cooney Hon 29 1. Dave Dugas Kaw 23 C Bantam C Veteran 

A Heavy 2. Jeff Cote KTM 25 1. Ray Mostowy Kaw 43 1. David Simmons 40 

1. Dave Carlson Jr. Hon 6 3. Ron Smith CRE 31 2. Heidi Landon Kaw 45 2. Chris Singer 44 

2. Bill Sironen KTM 12 4. Bob Edwards Yam 38 3. Scott Petrino KTM 47 3. Mike Cardozo 48 

3. Jim Mitchell Hon 12 5. Ken Bessette Kaw 43 4. Brian Raymond Kaw 60 4. M. Kearns 64 

4. Bill Drummey Hon 19 5. Bennett Stadig Kaw 5. John Ouellette 70 
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"BEST PRICES 
= BEST SELECTION 
=u BEST SERVICE 


PARTS DISCOUNTS 
TO NETRA MEMBERS 


CALL KRIS 
MOONEY IN SALES 


FAST UPS SERVICE! 


Kawasaki 


c daa VAMAHA 


RT. 9, BENNINGTON, VT 05201 (802) 447-8606 


$ SUZUKI. 


* MORE BIKES! > MORE PARTS! 
* COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


'99 Models Here Now! | 
Check our Low Prices on '97s & '98s! : 
Prices too low to print! SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Our 14th Straight Year as 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


Visit us at ktmworld.com 


Used Parts 1/2 Price! 
Discount programs on 
parts and accessories. 


ШЕ: | ПШЗАВЕН (|) Fast UPS Service 


Everywhere! 
| Weal (БАЙ | Weal (уе We 8820 Bright Star Road 


Douglasville, GA 30134 ига 
Join the tearn! 


Phone (770)920-1371 • Fax (770)920-9198 


by Progressive Suspension 


» The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks апа 
a progressive rate fork springs have been “dialed-in” by 
Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature 
Series shock and fork springs, it'll be like 

having your bike set up by a pro! 


Isn't it time you 
Joined the team? 
11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA 


E-mail: info@progressivesuspension.com 
'eb site: www.progressivesuspension.com 
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Larry Roeseler Signature series 





Greylock сонї; 
petitor Mark. ^ B 
Beauregard 
emerges from 
the dark woods 
in October ~- 
Mountain" 
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Pete Tanner, roosting on his black and 
grey Razee's KTM 200. 


Point C trophy; Schucht has been spend- 
ing the year battling with David Simmons 
for the top spot in the C Vet class. 
Schucht has a point on him for the class 
win, but Simmons is leading the C Overall 
for the year by a good margin. 

Finally, we have to say something about 
Heidi Landon. After looking for her in the 
Women's class we came up empty hand- 
ed— did she not ride Greylock? Oh yeah, 
check the C Bantam class, where she fin- 
ished second for the day, out of seven 
entrants in the class. She's been riding C 
Bantam in every event, except for Rhody, 
and following Greylock she was leading 
the class for year-end points. What a great 
job she's doing, and if you ever come upon 
her in the woods you know why—she 
smokes those trails. This writer certainly 
doesn't want to ride on the same minute 
as Heidi. l've been beaten by a girl before, 
and | still haven't heard the last of it! Ш 


Ridingwinhiike 





by Mike Lafferty 


How to Handle Logs in Turns 


= ow many times have Qa 
you been riding an E 
enduro and started around 
a turn only to find a fallen log 
in the middle of it? How 
many times have you hit that 
log? How many times have 
you fallen down as soon as 
you hit the log? 

Don't feel bad, l've done it 
too. The thing to remember 
about logs, especially logs in 
the woods that tend to be wet and slippery, is that 
they always want to push you to the outside of the | Si : 
turn. Basically, if you put your tire down on it, it'll IA e Ek EE 

Va ; ; i P Coming up to the log | square off as best | сап and make sure my weight is 
make you skid in the direction the log is pointing. You centered on the bike. 
might get over it without skidding the front wheel if 
you're lucky, but if you're spinning the back wheel or 
just trying to accelerate like you'd normally do in a 
turn, the log will flip you around quick as an eyeblink. 

There are ways around this, or should we say 
over this. First, don't make the turn over the log. If 
you're riding as alertly as possible, you should be 
able to see the log before you hit it. If you have 
plenty of room, get out of the main line of the turn 
and try to square off the corner and hit the log as 
straight as possible. It's surprising how little room 
you actually need to change your line; depending 
on your speed, only 5 or 10 feet will do it. Crank the 
bike into the new direction, and instead of backing 
off, gas it toward the log and chop the throttle just 
before your front wheel hits it. This way you go over 
dead throttle, so you don't have all the pushing 


12. so IES 2. ane the log. Unweight In the last few feet, 1 gas it and kiss the top of the log with my front tire. This 
the bike a little as your wheels hit it, and as soon 8$ makes the front end climb higher and when the back tire hits, 1 chop the throttle. 
you feel your rear wheel clear the log, get back on 


the gas. 

If the log is bigger, something you're more con- 
cerned about going over rather than sliding off of, 
you'll have to attack it a little differently. Once again, 
momentum is going to make the biggest difference 
(remember, "when in doubt, gas it.” It's true!). If you 
want to get over that log quickly and not lose points 
at the next check, you have to be aggressive and 
hit it hard. The bigger the log, the more important it 
is to hit it as squarely as possible, so get lined up 
and charge the log as if you're going to wheelie 
over it, but you don't want to actually pull a wheel- 
ie over the log. What you want to do is wheelie the 
front end up just high enough to hit the top of the 
log with the front wheel. This will bounce your front 
end up a little higher, and then immediately айег- |ж 2? d 1 
ward your back wheel is going to hit the log. When The back tire hits and the impact knocks the bike parallel to the ground. At 


the back wheel hits you want to be off the throttle ^ this point the wheelie turns into a jump, and when the back tire hits the dirt 
completely, which does two things: one, it ensures again I’m back on the gas and gone. 
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7 NAT ANEA малатыс,оыстс RY MARK XABIVA 


High-Output 
Off-road 
lighting 
and stator 
Rewinding. 
(2-stroke & 

4 4-з\гоке.) 


Саа battery, electric horn, % 
“апа detailed instructions; 52 
(4.0 to 7.0 Ibs.). $385 - $4607 5 
partial kits and custom c 
figurations available. 3 
Street legal Conversion Kits for: 


- Hondas, Kawasakis, Yamahas, 
Suzukis, KTMs, and Huskys. 


om 


7, 1 жа 
Ffoin CR to XR's to YZ's; Baja Designs has a large pee 


‘/selection and low prices on fuel tanks, exhaust 
/ systems, steering stabilizers, speedo/odos, high 
poweted lighting and-stator rewinds, skid plates, 
> plastic, OEM parts and much more. Our knowl- ^ 
> edgeable sales staff can assist you with your em 


PUT IT ON... 


catalog tò” 
Baja Design 
7558 Trade Street. 
| СА 


E-Mail: bajades G bajadesigns. 
Visit our catalog on the internet 
http://www.bajadesigns.com/ ~- 


paa ст15) 4 


FORGET IT'S THERE... 
NEVER RIDE AGAIN WITHOUT IT... 





"| started using the KEV-CO/STUBBS 
5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 
have used it every race since. The belt 
provides better support and comfort 
than anything else I've tried." 


For a dealer near you 


CALL (800) 223-1713 


THE 5100 
A REVOLUTION 
IN KIDNEY SUPPORT 


e Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 
orthopedic support products. 

* High quality, medical elastic designed 
for the ultimate in comfort and support. 

* Vented elastic back for increased 
air flow and maximum compression. 

* Unique double-pull tension straps. 


The Choice of Champions! 
No other belt offers this level 
of comfort and support 


WORN BY ISDE STARS: 
* Stephane Peterhansel 
* Team Italy 

* Kari Tiainen 

* Paul Edmondston 

* Ty Davis 

Larry Roeseler 

* Rodney Smith 

* Kevin Hines 





KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 


kevco-stubbs.com 














This is what | mean about squaring off the 
turn as much as possible. Most of the time 
its easy to cut the corner squarely, if 
you’re watching far enough ahead. 


that your wheel isn’t going to spin and 
skid you down the log, and two, it stops 
the front wheel's climb and quickly drops 
the front wheel. At this point you counter 
the dropping of the front wheel by push- 
ing back on the bars and straightening 
your legs, and when the rear wheel 
clears the log you should be parallel to 
the ground like you're jumping the log. 
When the wheels hit, get back on the 
gas and down the trail. 

| know this approach is going to feel 
superaggressive to a lot of you, but logs 
and many other types of obstacles need 
to be attacked to be mastered. If you try 
to go easy on them you're likely to cause 
yourself a lot more trouble, and possibly 
a painful crash. The best thing to do is hit 
it hard and get out of there, and you'll 
only master it after you've practiced a 
few times. Take the time on your next trail 
ride to find a log you don't like and work 
your way up to hopping right over it. A 
dozen times over that log and you'll be 
an expert. Ш 
So begins our new regular feature of rid- 
ing tips with AMA National Enduro champ 
Mike Lafferty. If you have a question about 
riding, bike setup, or riding enduros, write 
to us at Trail Rider, РО. Box 2038, 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055. If we answer 
your question in a future column we'll find 
something cool to send you, so get in 
those "Riding With Mike" questions now! 
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Cyclesurgeon 


by Dr. Steve Augustine 


Hypothenar Hammer Syndrome 








< Dear Readers and Riders, 
Į am an orthopedic surgery resident in Philadelphia and have been riding and racing motorcy- 
id cles for more than 20 years. After multiple phone conversations with Paul Clipper, he and І have decid- 
ed to try a new topic for Trail Rider. We hope to provide interesting and informative articles about medical issues 


related to off-road motorcycling—from training techniques to specific injuries and how to avoid them. Being a rider 
and racer myself, 1 can bring first-hand experience and insight into these topics and how they relate specifically to 
off-road motorcyclists. After all the races I’ve had to miss because I was in the operating room on Sunday morning 
putting a metal rod into some poor guy's femur instead of ripping through the woods оп ту КТМ, І don't want to 
think all that time was spent the wrong way. So, | would like to share some of the knowledge I’ve gained over the 


years at the cost of some quality riding time. 


aving said that, this first article will 

deal with an injury that Clipper him- 
self had to deal with. He described to me 
what is known as "hypothenar hammer 
syndrome." The name describes a prob- 
lem that results from blunt trauma to the 
small finger side of the palm of your hand 
(called the hypothenar portion of the 
hand). It is usually seen in manual labor- 
ers who use their hand like a hammer to 
pound or push things, but it is also seen 
in athletes such as baseball catchers, 
martial arts participants and mountain 
bikers. 

If you've ever ridden the whoops іп 
New Jersey or the boulder fields in 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts or Vermont, 
then you've felt the type of blunt trauma 
to your hands |’m talking about. Every 
time the front tire of your bike comes 
down from a whoop or collides with a 
rock or stump, that energy is transferred 
to the handlebar grips and driven into 
your hand. Each rock you hit during a 
race is like catching a 90 mph fast ball 
without a glove, or karate chopping a 
cinder block. Over the course of a race 
this happens hundreds of times. It is like 
running a jack hammer, which is how you 
feel after some runs. Since this syn- 
drome is common in jack hammer oper- 
ators, why don't more riders get it? 
Probably because of the great suspen- 
sions on today's bikes that absorb the 
majority of the shock force before it 
reaches your hands. Using the same 
reasoning, the suspension on mountain 
bikes may not absorb enough of the 
force before it reaches the hands, 


explaining why it is more common in 
those athletes. [Editor's note: Read 
between the lines here and you'l see 
that the better your suspension works, 
the less problems you'll have.] 

A review of this syndrome showed that 
it occurs predominately in men with an 
average age of 44. It affects the domi- 
nant hand (the hand you use most) 90 
percent of the time. It usually results from 
repetitive trauma but can happen after 
just one episode of trauma, like smacking 
your open hand against your bike 
because it broke down a mile from the 
finish and your buddy roosts you on 
his way by to take your 
trophy. 

People who get this 
syndrome experience 
pain in the small fin- 


ger side of the hand as well as in the 
small, ring and long fingers. Pain may 
even occur in the entire hand. The pain 
can worsen with use of the hand and 
decrease with rest. Cramping and tired- 
ness of the hand can also occur. 
Sufferers develop an intolerance to cold 
which can be painful when the weather 
drops the temperature or while holding 
a cold one after the ride. Numbness 
is another symptom that causes tingling 
or loss of touch in the small and ring 
fingers. 

All of these symp- 
toms that may be 
experienced are 
the result of injury 
to the artery (blood 
vessel) just under the 
skin in the hypothenar 
area of the hand when it 
sustains some form 
of trauma. There is no bone 
or muscle to pro- 
tect the artery 
in this part 
of the palm. 
When the artery is 
injured it forms a blood 
clot that cuts off blood supply 
to the fingers causing pain and cold 
intolerance. Numbness may follow if the 
artery swells and pushes on the nerve next 
to it, causing it to malfunction. 

Doctors are able to diagnose this prob- 
lem by asking you certain questions, 
including a history of trauma to the 
hypothenar area of your hand and exam- 
ining your hand to check the blood flow, 
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temperature and feeling 
changes for abnormalities. 
Sometimes they order 
ГА certain tests to help 
|І them make the call. A 
(f nerve conduction test 
| checks to see if the nerve 
h in that part of your hand is 
^ transmitting signals to 
' make your muscles func- 
: tion. Sometimes they do 
/ temperature studies on the 
^ hand; to find out if there is а 
problem. Other studies look 
% at how the blood flows 
32) through the vessels іп 
: your hand; this is called 
arteriography. A dye is 
injected into your artery and 
the blood flow into the hand 
can be seen on an x-ray 
machine. Doctors can tell if 
the flow to the hand is open or blocked by a blood clot that has formed in 
the artery. 

Treatment of this syndrome is usually conservative, which includes rest, 
and stopping or modifying the cause of the trauma. Of course, if you're an 
avid rider and are unlucky enough to have this problem and still want to 
keep riding, try decreasing your riding time for a while, get some gloves 
well-padded in the palm —like a weight-lifting glove — and try a foam han- 
dlebar grip. You can buy weight-lifting gloves at any sporting goods store. 
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WIM ROCKS! 


The 1999 2-stroke KTM Sportmotorcyles: SX, E/XC and M/XC 
*Liquid cooled 125сс,200сс,300сс & 380cc power-valve engines 

*1997 & 1998 AMA National Enduro Championship Winner 

"2nd generation WP PDS (Progressive Damping System) shock absorber 
*Competition proven WP 50mm EXTREME fork 

*Dual petal engine block reed valve 
*Kokusan digital ignition system 








YAMAHA етсе 


Celebrating 25 Years of Service 
1972-1997 


^Your Off Road Headquarters" 


e Enduro • Motocross IED 
Le 6» Cross Country e Trials ü 
* Full Line of the Finest Parts е2 
& Accessories in Stock WSA 
e Full Shop & Suspension Service 
e UPS Daily 


Rider Incentive Programs for all Levels 
Call for Info on C. Ti? Braces -— 


VISA 
— 


pusan S 


791 Flory Mill Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 
(717) 569-5764 





SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Town & Country Cycle Center : 
100 Main St. * Sussex, NJ 07461 (? ` 
(973)875-2111 • Fax (973)875-8968 
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Get a size large enough to fit over your 
regular riding gloves. A steering damper 
may also help decrease the forces to 
your hands. 

If you continue to have problems you 
need to see a doctor for evaluation. Once 
in a while certain medications that dilate 
(open) the blood vessels will help. 
Occasionally, surgery is required to 
remove the blood clot, repair the artery 
and decompress the nerve in that part of 
your hand. Finally, if you think you have 
symptoms like these, being a smoker can 
make it worse because smoking causes 
blood vessels to constrict, resulting in 
less blood flow to an area of the hand 
that is already having problems. Another 
reason not to smoke! в 
In Clipper's case, the blood clot and 
nerve entrapment was so severe that 
surgery was necessary, but since then 
he joyfully reports a complete recovery. 
He keeps his hands happy by using fat 
Oury "Sport Bike" grips on all his bikes, 
and getting his suspension revalved to 
be as mushy as possible. Do you have a 
question about dirt bike related injuries? 
If so, write us a note and send it to Cycle 
Surgeon, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes 
NJ 08055, and we might print your ques- 
tion and the answer in an upcoming 
issue of Trail Rider. You can also always 
e-mail us at trmagazine@prodigy.net. 








When Patronizing Our Advertisers, 
Tell Them You зан Thoir Ad in 








Secure Your Most Valuable Possession 


with SPORTBAR! 


The “Ultimate” Tie 
Down System for 
Bikes and Motorcycles 


Powder Coated Steel Construction 


Holds anything from bicycles 
to large streetbikes 


Adds support to the bed 
Will not interfere with 


most bed covers 


Applications for most 
major truck brands 


Bolted for security 
Easy to adjust 


SPORTBAR 
1-888-271-8213 


www.ultimatemotorsports.com 


Easy to install 


as shown $199.99 
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1998 Yamaha YZ95, $5400. ICO Pro com- 
puter, Used 5 times, 5200. 

(&12) 767-5512 

1997 Husaberg ҒЕ400 Enduro Titled, not 
ridden in '98. Exc. cond., $4500. 
(517) 665-4812 

1990 Kawasaki KDX200 absolutely mint 
cond., never raced or abused. Looks 
like new, $1600 firm, (914) 271-4812 
1998 Yamaha У2400Ғ Exc. cond., enduro 
susp., O-ring chain, 18-inch rear wheel, 
NJ title. $4500, (609) 882-9890 

1995 Honda XR80 Exc. cond., very low 
hours, asking $1000. 1975 Honda 
CR250 looks and runs great, asking 
$400 obo. 1974 Honda XL350 great parts 
bike. Not running, asking $100. Call 
Steve, (914)245-5585. 

Wanted: Dead or Alive, any 1968-88 
Honda Z, ZB, QA, MR, 50's, CT-70, 
XR75, etc. Call Steve, (914)245-5385 
1997 KTM 360 EXC Very low hours, runs 
great, needs nothing, total susp. 
Revalve, extras. $3200, 
(610)450-0688. 

1998 KTM 380MXC Vet owned, well main- 
tained, exc. cond.. Open bike power 
with 250 handling. $4000, 
(415)562-7735. 

1996 Kawasaki KX250 FMF pipe, new 
Hinson clutch, new top end, Excel rims, 
o-ring, ICO, Bark Busters, many parts, 
enduro ready. Perfect cond., titled & 
reg. $5195. (609)268-2040 

1995 ATK 250 Cross Country air cooled, 
simple & reliable, Dyno Port pipe, other 
extras, very good cond., $2500 obo, 
call Mike at (716)287-5697. 

1998 KTM 300EXC New in August, EE 
hand guards & deflectors, WER skid 
plate, frt & rr disc guards, A-Loop P3 
computer, E-Line pipe quard, new con- 
dition, must sell. $4950 obo, 
(716)695-6447. 

Wanted: 125-200cc Enduro ог 
Beginners bike in good cond., two 
stroke or four stroke, any year, priced 
reasonably. Call (205)270-9808. 


EDS: ER 
5 BEST OR GLASS FIP 
B 


5529-557? 


PRO PILOT 











RACING CORPORATION USA 
SUSPENSION, MOTORS, PERFORMANCE PARTS 5 MORE! 





WWW.PROPILOTRACING.CO 
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Yankee Trader 





Rewinding old & new stators 
180 day warranty/fast turn around/dealer discount 


CALL THE STARTER KING 
DAY OR NIGHT & ASK FOR BOB 











Tr, 
dA 
FAST TURN AROUND! 
QUALITY SERVICE! 
NO HIDDEN CHARGES! 


MORE HORSE POWER 


ORDERS & TECH LINE 
E (413) 247-9433 E 


179 West St., West 
Hatfield, MA 01088 





>= 27 


a ne 7/74 


long о quality б creativity, pot turnaround time 


4]5 >68 1656 
hellion design 208 tannery га wertiield ma 0100) 











HOPP'S KTM | 
1-800-TRY-KTMS 
(1-800-879-5867) 


E IKEA 
ORDERS ONLY (No Catalogs) 


KTM PARTS-CLOTHING-ACCESSORIES 
VINTAGE PARTS AVAILABLE 
| HOPP'S KTM-BUTLER, PA 724/283-4820 | 




















SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
L TECH PRODUCTS (973) 686-0012 | 















USED PARTS 
SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 


Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM • KAW • SUZ • HON 
KTM • HUS • MORE! 


(508)478-5700 • (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 








PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE ІТ! 


 GUARANTEED!* 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 
"THE DUKE OF DENT" 
ONE DAY. THE MOST EXPERIENCD REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
TURN MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
AROUND OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
OVER 15,00 REPAIRED! UPS DAILY 
с. ЖК 
MIELE МЕЕ "RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO. 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 петитевт 


ЕМЕ, KTM, DYNOPORT 


CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 


| FAIRWAY CYCLE 





















SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For АП Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 
AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 
625 NEW ROAD е SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


| VISA | 








Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings @instantlink.com 








PIPE REPAIR - $35.00 
Оше Day TURNAROUND! 
SUSPENSION SERVICE * ENGINE REBUILD 
$ CALL FOR PRICE $ 
Mail Order Parts & Accessories Superstore!!! 


Check out our storefront website @ 
www.masonracing.com 


181/2 Mascoma St. • Lebanon, NH 03766 
1-800-677-5006 


А! 


Sponsor of 


Jason Cayer 
and Shawn Mason 


BAJA BOUND 


The Ultimate In Baja Off-Road Adventures 


Experienced Guides • Honda XRs • Accommodations * Meals 
All Travel Arrangements • And A Lifetime Of Memories 


call for Free Brochure 888-660 BAJA 


E-Mail: bajabhound@aol.com 
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The kill button wires cross very close to the tank hold-down bolt. Get it in the way and 


you'll pinch it like we did, making the bike impossible to start until you find your mistake. 


Speeds, poking around and exploring in 
the woods, the bike is comfortable to 
ride. If you get a little aggressive and start 
hitting things harder the suspension 
responds in kind and you get a more 
Solid hit from the mid-part of the stroke. 
When you really start flogging the WR it 
gets very stiff at the limits of travel, and 
not terribly comfortable. We call this type 
of suspension valving "legal department" 
valving, since its ability to keep you out of 
trouble seems to be designed by a com- 
pany's legal department. If you're racing, 
or really choosy about suspension com- 
fort, you will look into revalving Yamaha's 
quality fork and shock and making sure 
the spring rates are right for you. 

We raced the WR at the ECEAS rocky 
Michaux enduro, and though the ride would 
have been more comfortable after a custom 
valving job, we were fairly impressed with 
the WR's performance on square-edged 
rocks. We also spent a fair amount of time 
trail riding the WR in South Jersey's typical 
sand-whoop terrain, and can report fair 
medium-speed performance there. As 
always, we recommend spending the 
bucks to make yourself perfectly happy with 
the WR's suspension, but for a stock bike it 
works well, and would make a casual trail 
rider very happy indeed. 

Stock tires on the bike include a Dunlop 
490 front and a 695 rear, both good dry 
rock tires and fine for average dirt condi- 
tions as well. Here at TR we've decided 
that modern tires are so specialized that it 
isn't fair to take an OEM-shod bike and try 
to evaluate it in particular types of terrain, 
so for the sand riding of our test we fit the 
WR with Dunlop 755 tires front and rear, 
and for the rocks we used a new Dunlop 
739 on the front and а Trelleborg Super 
Master on the rear. Set up with the prop- 
er rubber combination we have a much 
easier time evaluating the WR's handling 


without fighting mis-matched tires іп 
changing terrain. 

The WR's chassis habits are very 
appealing. The WR turns well in all terrain 
types with a minimum of effort from the 
pilot. It only takes a light touch on the 
handlebars to steer this rig, and the bike 
feels neither too short nor too long in 
most types of terrain. We had our hands 
full in really tight, nasty rocky trails, but in 
truth all big-bore four strokes are out of 
their element when it gets ignorant-tight. 
Big, heavy four strokes want a lot of room 
and open trails, and unfortunately the 
WRA4OOF fits into the category of big and 
heavy. We put it on the scale with a half 
tank of fuel, Enduro Engineering hand- 
guards and basically ready to go, and 
read 288 pounds on the gauge. 


Bottom Line 

The final word on the matter is that 
Yamaha took the race-only YZ and made 
a trail bike out of it, pure and simple. If you 
were ready to be intimidated by the WR 
because the YZ is so nasty, forget about 
it. The WR is a puppy dog in comparison; 
and if you were to add flywheel weight to 
it, it would be a perfect puppy dog. 

Where the WR fits in the overall 
scheme of things is pretty straightfor- 
ward. If your main use of a new bike is 
racing enduros or hare scrambles, 
you've got a dilemma on your hands— 
you'll either have to get a YZ and tame it 
down to where it's agreeable in the 
woods, or get a WR and goose it up 
enough to where you'll be happy com- 
peting on it. If you really want lights your 
choice ought to be a lot easier, since the 
WR's lighting coil ignition will save you 
hundreds over converting the MXer. 
Whatever you do, and whichever bike 
you choose, we just beg you to think 
intelligently about the way you treat the 
exhaust, and keep the bike as quiet as 
possible. 

Finally, if all you really want is a good 
four stroke trail bike, with the ability 
every now and then to ride an enduro for 
fun, it would be hard for us to find fault 
with the WR. We'd put an accessory 
exhaust tip on it to let the bike breathe a 
little better, and go for a heavier fly- 
wheel. At that point you'd turn Yamaha's 
fine first effort into an excellent trail 
machine, and you'd have years of fun 
just riding it. IM 


SPECIFICATIONS: Yamaha WR400F 


Engine Type: Liquid-cooled 4 stroke 

Displacement: 399cc 

Bore/Stroke: 92 X 60.1mm 

Transmission: Five-speed WR 

Gearing: 14/50 

Chain: DID o-ring 

Tank Capacity: 12 liters (3.1 gal.) 

Carburetion: Keihin FCR39H 

Ignition: Yamaha CDI ic ON 

Forks: 46mm Kayaba inverted Details include a Hinson clutch 
Suspension Travel: 300mm and plenty of carbon-fiber guards. 
Front Brake: Hydraulic disc 2: 
Front Tire: Dunlop K490 

Rear Suspension: New Monocross 

Suspension Travel: 315mm 

Rear Brake: Hydraulic disc 

Rear Tire: Dunlop K695 

Seat Height: 991тт à 

Wheelbase: 1495mm um ч 

Ground Clearance: 373mm m comes 
Claimed Wet Weight: | 2711. the YZ, and the E Line ignition also 
Suggested Retail Price: $5899 adds 200 watts of lighting power. 
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Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Guards, 
Skid Plates, Fark Protectors, Chain Guides for 
Kawasaki, KTM, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda, TM, 
Husaberg, and Gas-Gas 


2 Spectacle Pond Төте ^ 
"East Wareham, MA 02538. 
508- 295- 0812 + Fax: 508- 291- 2605 
www.elineaccessories.com., 


Lighting Coil Ignitions for Kawasaki, Yamaha, 
Suzuki and Honda, 100w X 2 output 


Paioli Forks and Tecnosel products available 


Sales, Service, Parts 
and Accessories for 


CKM «HONDA POLARIS 


LT FOR CHAMPIONS 


1-800-923-1717 


www.mattocycle.com 


e-mail: offroad@pottsville.infi.net 


В MeNacer 
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i S ducts 
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(Continued from Page 21) 

requiring main and pilot jets richened by 
one size. This finds stock XR250 brass 
(40 pilot, 125 main) being bumped to a 42 
pilot and 130 main. Big bore kits bump a 
motors compression ratio a tad too, so 
plan on also running premium pump gas 
at a minimum. Regarding pipes and 
carbs, Hazel claims that these potentially 
expensive mods are pretty much unnec- 
essary for trail riding or novice/intermedi- 
ate class racing. The same goes for head- 
work. While it's agreed that the '86-'95 XR 
250 head could benefit from some grind- 
ing, especially when raced in more com- 
petitive venues, in '96 Honda went ahead 
and cleaned things up on its own. As a 
result, the head on the '96-'99 250 motor 
is pretty darn good as is and it's certainly 
suitable for all but the most radical big 
bore projects. 

Also, be advised that headwork per- 
formed on Honda XRs nearly always sacri- 
fices bottom end to get top end. This might 
be great for wide open racing or riding, but 
is seldom the ticket in more technical 
Eastern riding conditions. Note that even 
top XR throttle jocks Chris Smith and Kevin 
Bennett use stock XR250 motors with little 
or no changes in these areas. The lone 
exception, KB uses a round slide Mikuni 
(no accelerator pump!) and claims it 
exhibits absolutely no hesitations or bog off 
idle. Smith, on the other hand, tried some 
other carbs and returned to the stocker! 

If you've got cash to burn, or want a 
wolf in sheepskin, Thumper has two larg- 
er bore kits (300cc and 320cc) that 
require resleeving of the XR 250 cylinder 
as well as other machine work. The 300cc 
kit uses an 80mm Wiseco piston and new 
Steel sleeve that gets pressed into the 
stock cylinder after the old liner has been 
removed and the cylinder rebored. 
Additionally, the cases need to be 
machined to accept the larger cylinder 
liner. The 300cc kit is reported to be just 
as reliable as the lower displacement 
XR250 derivatives and exhibits no over- 
heating. Hazel referred to Thumper's 
320cc kit (83mm bore) as a “race motor" 
that required considerable work beyond 
the cylinder resleeving and case machin- 
ing. This includes head work, new intake 
and exhaust (carb and pipe). He admitted 
that its trail manners aren't that amiable. 

Rest assured, there's a plethora of other 
big bore kits for Kawasaki KLXs, Suzuki 
DRs and other models as well; options 
ranging from the mundane to the mega 
radical. In nearly all cases, modest big bore 
kits are comparable in cost to OEM stock 
top end kits and a piece of cake to install. 
And that, my friend, is a bargain. Ш 





(Continued from Page 66) 

in top gear and have finally sat down on 
the seat for the first time in more than 
half an hour. 

Davey Knowles stopped out of the 
goodness of his heart and the avarice of 
his pocketbook. I still owed him five bucks 
for welding my sidestand bracket back on 
the frame last week. Davey loaned me a 
link and a sideplate, but no "fish clip," 
which was alright as | only had three 
bucks to give him anyway. 

| put the link on and made a substitute 
"fish clip" retainer from a strand of unrav- 
eled front brake cable that | hoped | 
wouldn't need later that day. 

The previous master links had been 
replaced while the Triumph was on its 
Sidestand; this time the bike was leaning 
against a tree and the reason it was eating 
links was obvious. The flat oversized foot 
Davey had welded to my sidestand was 
almost touching the side of the chain. A 
line worn in the blueing of the chain side- 
plates proved it had been making contact, 
probably when the stand recoiled after a 
sharp jolt and compressed the rubber 
bumper. If this happened just as the mas- 
ter link, which is wider, came rushing 
down the line, it could be smashed apart 
in an instant. 

| taped a nickel to the sidestand where it 
contacted the bumper and had no more 
problems with the chain. In fact, | had no 
more problems at all, other than a severe 
lack of skill, strength and spit. 

| finished off the back end of the course 
40 minutes late; | might have pushed it 
into 39 minutes but | got behind a guy rid- 
ing on two flats who was all but sideways 
on a narrow dike between flooded cran- 
berry bogs that | wasn't too anxious to 
check the depth of. 

Two beers at Pic's bar went down 
without disturbing anything, and | asked 
for a glass of water to cut the dust. The 
bartender was not amused—he might 
have gotten a cut on the beer; he didn't 
on water. 

| pushed my Triumph up the road 
behind the Inn because, like a lot of rid- 
ers, | can't stand the sound of a motor- 
cycle after an enduro. | can't control the 
other riders but | can add a bit of silence 
of my own. 

There was a crowd of people around my 
van and | saw why when | pushed closer. 
It was full of turkeys! 

The stupid birds had mistaken it for their 
coop because one of the side doors had 
blown open. 

Three of them were perched on the 
chrome rail that ran along the front of the 
luggage space, two more were waiting in 


the luggage space for an opening on the 
rail seats, and two big fellows were sitting 
on the backs of the split front seats. The 
rest were just hopping in and out the door 
for exercise. 

| opened the drivers door and yelled, 
"Everybody out!" but they didn't even blink. 

| walked to the side and pulled my wood 


By this time the regular barflies from Pic's 
had shuffled their unsteady way to my van. 
They appeared split eight to five in favor of 
the birds taking possession of the VW. 

Leaving the bike running, | closed the 
van doors hoping to asphyxiate the 
turkeys. | was running Castrol in the oil 
tank and could damn near asphyxiate 





loading ramp out 
and a bird, shaking 
himself until he was 
rattling, came down 
toward me. I’m not 
sure if discretion is 


l'm not sure if 


valor, but | do know 
that flight is the bet- 
ter part of fear. 

That bird ran me 50 yards into the 
woods, and the whooping and hol- 
lering of the crowd indicated that the 
smart money was on the bird. 

After Га tangled the tom in some dense 
blueberry bushes І came back, started my 
Triumph and backed it into the van. It didn't 
bother the birds at all; revving the engine 
just ruffled their feathers. 


discretion is the better << 
part of valor, but | do 

the better part of know that flight is the 
better part of fear. 


riders two numbers 
behind me. 
Ten minutes later | had 
lock the van doors 
because some animal 
lovers in the crowd were 
trying to give the birds air. 
As far as | could see, the 
air wasn’t bothering them 
at all. What was bothering 
them was the heat from the Triumph's 
engine. 

When | figured the birds were between 
well-done and charcoal, | opened the side 
doors then ran around to the other side to 
hammer on the side of the van. The birds 
came out—well, like a herd of turkeys. 

They've been calling me, and other 
mediocre riders, “turkey” ever since. Ш 
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Hertieider 





by Ed Hertfelder 


The Original Turkey 





A in show business parlance, 
is а performance that opens and 
closes to thunderous yawns. The expres- 
sion originated with semi-comatose 
Thanksgiving evening audiences. Filled to 
the brim with turkey, they were respon- 
Sive only to gas pains. Jokes that had 
convulsed audiences all over the country 
met an occasional contented burp. Next- 
to-closing extravaganzas played to 
closed eyelids, and curtain calls were 
more habit than audience demand. 

The application of the word "turkey" to 
a mediocre motorcyclist has nothing at 
all to do with Thanksgiving. It has to do 
with me. 

In the 1960s, the Sandy Lane enduro in 
New Jersey was the only worthwhile 
event all year. (In 1998 some 19 enduros 
crowded the calendar). Riders and 
machinery from far and wide would come 
out of the woodwork for the Lane, and 
the sound of thunder was heard through- 
out the land. Beezers, Matchboxes and 
Trumps were fired up, to the extreme dis- 
comfort of spiders cohabiting in the 
tailpipes. Many riders, preparing for this 
once-a-year ride, discovered their motor- 
cycle seat cover lying on the frame rails, 
the padding expropriated by newlywed 
mice setting up housekeeping. 

In case you've forgotten, or never even 
heard of Beezers, Matchboxes and 


206, otherwise known as Indianapolis 
Raceway East. 

It was said that the 
most dangerous sec- 
tion in Sandy Lane 
was the ride from 
wherever you 
parked your trailer 
to the starting 
line. Quite often 
a rider would 
find himself 
just ahead 
of the bow 
wave of 
an 18- 
wheeler 
making 
up time 
lost propo- 
sitioning 
waitresses. 

Those of us 
with trucks or 
vans could drive 
up a narrow road 
behind Pic-A-Lily 
(there was no 
room to turn a 
trailer around) and 
park along some out- 
buildings housing a 
flock of turkeys, a herd of 





Trumps, the motorcycles chickens, a 
in question were B.S.A., large white 
Matchless and Triumph, | want you to know goat with one handlebar 
all British marques that that it’s really difficult missing, and, | believe, a 
had gone down with the few shoats skulking 
Empire. to borrow a master around in the brush. 
In time, the word ‘mar- F : Being city raised, | wasn't 
ques' will probably go link from riders who about to investigate; l've 
pos id s e uM lave just gotten оф iB 27. 
andy Lane had been 4 f anim ust su w 
running out of the Pic-A- their motorcycles ІП intend to eat them soon- 
Шу Inn, deep in the t er or later, and may want 
Jersey pines, since the op gear... to get in a few licks of 


last Ice Age turned to 

slush. It was a fine location, with the stan- 
dard amenities available on draft and cold 
enough to double you over with stomach 
cramps. Pic's place featured a great lack 
of parking space. The largest area was 
between the firing positions and the tar- 
gets used for the Saturday turkey shoot. 
The overflow was the shoulder of Route 
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their own. 

In 1963 my vehicle was the original 
van, a Volkswagen Kombi bus. These 
things could carry an enormous amount 
of groceries, which was nice except they 
were underpowered when empty. The 
bus could carry motorcycles, but not 
gracefully. The bikes had to be rolled in 
from the side, then muscled around, to 































the distress of the ersatz vinyl interior 
trim. Lifting then turning a motor- 
cycle while bent over under a 
low roof brought into use 
muscles that sent many a 
chiropractor's children 
through college. 
The VW side door 
hinges (later models 
had sliding doors) 
were wonderfully 
engineered Teutonic 
marvels and almost 
frictionless. In 
the slightest 
of breezes 
one or the 
other side 
door would 
slam you in 
the ass as you 
loaded or unloaded 
a motorcycle. The 
doors were rumored 
to be the Germans' way 
of getting even for World 
War Il. 
| once arrived late at the 
Lane because ten minutes 
after Га left the house | 
remembered my motorcycle's 
rear chain was coiled inside a 
pretzel can filled with a mixture of 
oil, graphite and hope, bubbling 
away on a hot plate in my basement. 
The worst part was that | was on a limit- 
ed access highway and just passed one 
of the accesses. Trying to make up time 
by speeding in a 36hp VW bus is a lot like 
trying to paint a four bedroom house with 
an eyebrow brush. 

Unloading my Triumph and installing 
the chain used up all my cushion time 
and | was almost late starting. | lost a 
master link less than four miles out. 
Another link disappeared just past the 
rickety old railroad trestle they ran us 
across, which gave me a cramp under 
my tongue from clenching my teeth so 
tightly. The third link, my last, went away 
the first time they let us relax on a stretch 
of two-lane highway. 

| want you to know that it's really diffi- 
cult to borrow a master link from riders 
who have just gotten their motorcycles 
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Are you а Real Rider? 


MOTO-TRAI has the T-Shirts for you! 


Team 
#002 
Some people wake up with coffee 
t 3 2 


77-7 i 


Lu ym Want i High Speed Tank m. 


Stound the White House instead of in ИР 


White House Slapper 
My mom doesn't mind: 


#005 
Also available in small 


All Shirts Printed On White except Lifeline (Black) 


My Lifeline... 


Monday: Work 
Tuesday: Work 
Wednesday: Work 
Thursday: Work 
Friday: Work 
Saturday: Work on bike 
Sunday: 


RIDE!! 


Next week, same thing... 


The 3 Things Needed 
Für The Perfect Day... 


1 Works Bike 
2 New Tires 


TA. diffs 


Miles From Nowhere [s 
Somewhere To Mel 


100% Pre-Shrunk Heavyweight Cotton 


A-UXLS 1795 + shipping € handling | XXL. $19.95 + shipping £ handling 
To Order Call Toll Free 


=|-800-836-8398 =" 


For Our Newest T-Shirts and Products, Visit 


4 


IA ИРИЎ. mototrail. Com 


Dealers Call Toll Free 1-877-681-5111 





The: word Obstacle nas been deleted from the 
99 Husqvarna model line’s vocabulary. 


v 
М Our WR and TE models don’t understand the word Сап"! 
We're certain you'll make friends with our '99 off-road lineup. 
What we can’t promise is, with-all that power, you may not make 
many friends on the trail - unless the guy to your left is on a Husky. 


е. 


4 S ра p 
SN =: 


The all new UN Ин World Champion 
1999 WR250™ AES mae 1999 TE610™ 


CB 9 
ЕШ)! | f " -— ре 555» 65 Hus y 

| 1 | | ie ry 2 > | avisville Rd. 

J | пиѕауагта Willow Grove, PA 19090 

ph. 215-830-3300 

fax 215-830-3301 


Always we; helmet, eye pi ion and protective gear. Never ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Ride ег” nual. www.husqvarnausa.com 


ara ye protection 
responsibly, tread lightly and always read your owner's mai 





